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SKEPTICS AND REPROBATES, 
BY THE REV. WASHINGTON GLADDEN. 


HE reproach of harboring evil men is often brought 

against the churches by them that are without. I: 

is one of the standard cavils of skeptics; it is one of 

the most frequent answers made by those whom the Spirit 
is urging to Christian service. 

Deubtless it is true that many persons of questionable 
piety, and even of unsound morals, do belong to all our 
churches. Perhaps it is true that the churches are less 
prompt and decisive in their ad ministration of discipline 
than they ought to be; that evil men are ofien per- 
mitted to remain in our membership, and in our pulpite, 
long after they ought to bave been thrust out. 

The ressons of this hesitation are various, but they 
are not far to seek. Sometimes, perbars, the explana- 
tion is cows rdice or criminal complicity with the many, 
The church is either afraid to lay its hand upon the of- 
fender, in view of the scandal and the strife that would 
arise, or else it is unwilling to part with the money that 
he pays for its support. That such unworthy motives do 
sometimes control church action in cases of discipline 
we may sorrowfully confess, 

But the chief reasons for the reluctance to administer 
discipline are more creditable. The members all feel 
that they are far from perfect, and they therefore shrink 
from entering into judgment wita their unfaithful breth- 
ren. Those who are living the most blameless lives are 
precisely the ones who feel the least like casting the first 
stone at a sinner. Surely this is not a bad motive, though 
the neglect of duty to which it leads may be deplorable 

Besides, there is often a reasonable doubt concerning 
the persons complained of. They may not be so black 
as they are painted. Common fame is sometimes cruelly 
unjust. And there is sometimes, we are happy to say, a 
disposition on the part of Christians to put the best pos- 
sible construction upon the conduct of a suspected 
brother, and to hope that, even though he may have 
offended, he may be reclaimed by kindness. 

No doubt these lenient judgments are often suffared to 
have too much weight, and discipline is postponed long 
after it ought to have been enforced. This fact is made 
the most of by those who are disposed to carp at the 
churches, and they point to our vilest members and 
accuse us of knowingly harboring iniqaity. 

It is a curious fact, however, that when the deeds of 
some thorough-faced scoundrel are brought to light, and 
the church promptly casts him out of its fellowship, an 
outery is often raised in the world outside about perse- 





church casts out are apt to be the very same persons who 
denounce the church for permitting reprobates to stay 
in. The church is to blame for harboring hypocrites,— 
it is equally to blame for expelliag them. Some folks 
are hard to suit. 





“MY TEARS ARE CLEAN.” 
BY LILLIE E, BARR, 
I, 

NE winter’s afternoon upon Broadway 

A little lad, dieconsolate and cold, 
Watched with a frightened face the closing day, 

A little lad, of scarcely four years old :— 

Footsore and weary, straying unaware, 
Lost, lost, mother and home he knew not where. 


I. : 


And many a father passed him on the street, 
Whose little boys at home were warm and safe ; 
And many a mother guiding little feet 
Pitied a moment the tired weeping waif. 
‘But no one stayed to soothe his wild alarm, 
Or lift him with a kind protecting arm. 


IIl. 
Still hurrying homeward went the surging crowd, 
And darker got the cold, short winter day ; 
From store and matinée the gay and proud 
Filled with a passing splendor the cold way. 
Was there no soul to hush this baby’s fears, 
And wipe with tender hand his blinding tears? 


EV. 
Yes, suddenly a woman grave and fair, 
In furs and velvets clad—with gems of gold— 
Stooped to the child, its little woes to share, 
And list the broken story that it told, 
Until both wept,—the child in painful fears, 
The woman for the hope of buried years. 


We 


She held him in sweet comfort on her knee, 
And with kind kisses wiped the tear-stained face, 
Without a thought, using uncarefully 
A wondrous kerchief of fine lawn and lace. 
Then said the boy, “I have not naughty been, 
Your hankshef vewy safe, my tears are clean.” 
VL. 
“O child!” she cried, “O child! then pity me, 
Mine are rebellious tears against His rod :— 
Hast thou come hither with this word for me ? 
Lo! I submit me to a chastening God. 
So innocent dear boy! yet on me lean, 
For now I pray, O Christ! make my tears clean !” 





A STREET-CAR SHRMON. 
BY MBS, A, F. RAFFENSPERGER. 


T was a temperance sermon, too. I wish a good many 

young men I kaow could have heard it. A number 

of young ladies of my acquaintance might also have been 

benefited by it. Bat young people are somewhat averse 
to sermons, I fear. 

As I entered a street-car in Philadelphia, I noticed a 
young woman sitting opposite me, with a little boy by 
her side. She was neatly dressed, so wasthe child. But 
her pale face attracted my noticeat once, it was so utterly 
sad and helpless, though at first I saw no reason for her 
too evident dis' ‘ 

Near her sat a man, still young, and at a glance I saw 





that he was drank ; but I gid not think he was in any 


sound, The poor wife—of c urse she was his wifa— 
looked as if she w'shed she were dead, for very shame. 
She tried to talk to the child as if she had not heard the 
dreadfal oaths, but her husband repeated them, and em- 
phasized them with angry digs with his elbow into her 
side, Her only answer to him was that weary, plaintive, 
** Plesss don’t,’’ 

As I looked at them, I seemed to see another picture of, 
say, five years sgo. There was the same man, young, 
gay, and fond of an occasional mug of beer or glass of 
wine. These stimulants gave a quickness to his wit and 
a readiness to his tongue that made him a delightful 
companion. Perhaps his father kept wines and brandies 
in the house for his friends. Oa New Year’s the egg- 
nog on his mother’s table was pronounced the best in 
town by all the callers, and the joweled hands of his 
sisters presented the glasses of apple todiy to the young 
men who came in, and who needed no urging to try it. 

Such were the young man’s surroundings five years 
ago. He was popular in society, and the girl he wooed 
and won was the envy of many of her acquaintances. 
She knew his weakness—his fondaess for stimulants, 
Friends remonstrated with her, and to'd her of the risk 
she would run if she married him, Bat she would not 
believe there was any danger. To her he was all devo- 
tion. Her heart was wholly his. She was not afraid to 
trust her future ia his hands. What if he did occasion- 
ally, when spending an evening in company with his 
gentlemen friends, take & glass toomuch? She was sure 
that after they were married he would spend his even- 
ings at home with her,—she would make his home the 
most delightfal spot on earth,—and then he would have 
no temptation to drink. She was willing to take the 
risk. 

She married him. It was agay wedding, Her friends 
congratulated her on her choice, and she felt she deserved 
their congratulations. 

The rest of the story is stereotyped. The habit of 
years was too strong for even wifely devotion to conquer. 
He grew neglectfal of her whom he had sworn to love; 
the billiard-saloon had more attractions for him than his 
home; his course was steadily downward, Five years 
after marriage we saw him with his wife, as we have de- 
scribed, on the street-car,—he brutally drunk, insulting 
her with oaths the vilest his tongues could frame; she, 
heart-broken, crushed with sham3 for the man she had 
once joyfully promised to love and honor. 

I have called this scene a street-car sermon, Rather, 
it was an object-lesson, depicting in most vivid colors the 
danger of marrying a man who inda!ges in stimulating 
drinks, Oan you look forward five years into the fature ? 
Poverty, neglected children, an abused wife, a husband 
and father growi>g more brutal with every day’s indal- 
gence in drink—these are the prominent features of the 
picture. A horrible death, a drunkard’s dishonored 
grave, these are not far in the background. And then 
for him? Bat we leave him in God’s hands, 

Why will young ladies run such awful risks and marry 
men whom they kaow to be fond of the wine cup, when 
the result is almost as certain es the product of two num- 
bers in multiplication ? 





BIBLE HINTS AT ANIMALS. 
BY W. H. VAN DOBREN, DD, 
HE silence of the Bible on many things, is a profound 
proof that it isfrom God. Our L rd’s lips often were 
closed, while our curiosity was well-nigh breaking 
through the trembling veil. The lower orders of crea- 





tures are in the Bible fully invested with strange attri- 
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butcs. The Creator of worlds and Lord of av gels declares 
that »; arrows, which in India are well-nigh as numerous 
as flies, and bard)y lers of a nulesnce, baveavahwe, The 
instinct of these creatures—which Lord Brongham call, 
“ the definition of our /gnorance ’—confounds all human 
investigation. : 

That wh!ch builds a cell on the principles of the high- 
est mathemaiics,—that which weaves a nest that shall 
hang to the limb, though swayed and tossed by a thou- 
sand storms,— that which guides with unerring certainty 
the homeward: bound creature to the place of is haunt,— 
ean only be left among the deep mysteries of the work- 
ings cf boundless wiedcm. A Latin folio “concerning 
the spirite of beasts,” has views ofa final restoration of 
these humbler orders to their fellowship with humanity. 
And we know that the Bible declares “the spirit of a 
beast goeth downward,” 

Why did Jehovah require Adam to name the livirg 
creatures, that sported around the garden he <ccupied ? 
‘Why did the Holy One inhabiting eternity, who calleth 
all the stars (either suns or angels) by name, thus honor 
* brutes? And why did the inspired prophet call the Son 
the Lamb of God’? or symbolize under the form of a 
dove, that well known emblem of innocence and purity 
and peace, the third Person in the adorable Trinity? Or 
why was the most exquisite pastoral ever penned on 
earth addressed to the Oreator of the material universe— 
as an humble leader of a fluck—‘‘ The Lord is my shep- 
herd”? Why did the eternal God stoop from hit 
throne to legislate sbout these irrational beings if there 
were no chords uniting them tohumanity? “Thou shalt 
not seethe a kid in its mother’s milk.” ‘‘ Thou shalt not 
take a lamb from its dam until the seventh day.” Thon 
mayst not take the young birds with their dam. The 
Rev. Dr. Orumbie in his Natural Theology adduces ap 
admirable evidence of the benevolence of the Deity from 
the inatixcts of imational creatures, 

Even the psgan Greeks gave a name to the mother’s 
affection—storgé —for which our language has no ¢quiva- 
lent. The Rev. Dr. Guthrie, of Scotland, tells of an 
eagle having built her nest in the branches of a dead 
tree, The lightning-bolt kindled the topmost limbr, 
The advancing flames nearing the young, the mother, 
with her wing’, kept fanning off the heat. Above and 
beneath, the fire comes on, The mother’s cutstretched 
wings are moving with all the energy of despairing, 
dying love. The flames at length wrap the dam and her 
offspring, and she perishes trying to save—a martyr to 
maternal love ! 


Daring a recent visit to the Pacific coast, I was told 
the following incident by an eye-witness: A heifer had 
gone in the morning with the herd to the field for pas. 
ture. Daring the absence, her first-born was slain, and: 
the skin carelessly hung on the barn-yard fence to dry. 
The evening brought the milch kine home, A gentle 
breeze blowing, revealed, by mysterious instinct, the loss 
to the dam. fhe neared the spot, stcod motionless, and 
her whole frame seemed to tremble with emotion. Not 
@ murmuring low as usual was heard. Overwhelming 
sorrow was ss plain on her face, as the mother wringing 
her hands in sgony over an empty cradle. Several farm 
hands were looking on. They saw the great round tears 
flowing silently down! This dumb beast’s sorrowful elc- 
quence, telling them of their cruelty, they could not 
stand, They too wept like children! 


What a comment on those mysterious words of the 
Holy Spirit, ‘The whole creation groaneth and travaileth 
together until now”! That word “together” links in 
strange divine sympathy the entire race of sentient 
being. These sre hints not obscure of a coming deliver- 
ance when the birth-pangs shall issue in the morning of 
millenial splendcr. 


The groans of nature in this Nether world 
Which Heaven has heard for ages have an end. 


Those tears are of God, sent to touch the soft but 
loftiest keys of our moral being. 


Haste, then, and wheel away a shattered world, 
Ye slow revolving seasons. Would learn how fair 
The creature is that God pronounced good ? 

Come, then, and added to thy many crowns, 
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth, 

Thou who alone art worthy.— Cowper. 





POORER THAN MISSION SCHOLARS. 
BY M. E, WINSLOW, 
©. 4. Unt AGNES, will you take my Sunday: school 
class next week while I am at the Centennial? 
It seems mean to go off and leave it unprovided for, es- 
pecially now that we are so short-handed.” 
Glad to encourage so unexpected a development of 





conscientiousness in my erratic little niece, though 
the latter term is scarcely applicable to the beautifal 
girl whose overtopping inches make my hair feel gray, 
if they do not plant wrinkles round my eyes, I assented, 
and by way of preparation asked some questions con- 
cerning the school, 

“O Aunt Agnes, it’s just the loveliest school! The 
walls are polychromed, you know; and there are cunning 
little chapels shut cff by glass doors from the rest of the 
school for the elder scholars; and we have a responsive 
service, and the nicest library, all such books as ‘My 
Wife and I,’ you know, and’””— But my niece blushed a 
little, for her old aunt’s opinions on the Sanday-school 
lidrary question had been ecmewhat openly expressed, 
and hurried on to less debatable ground. “ You 
never saw such a nice set of teachers, so friendly 
and sociable; we have such fan in winter round the 
registers, and our picnic last summer was just the most 
récherché thing of the season! You never saw anything 
so pleasant as our Sunday-tchool sociables; Robert 
Elting says he would a great deal rather go to one than 
attend any party. I wouldn’t miss the Tuesday’s sociable 
for anything, and that’s why I am going to the Oenten- 
nial on Wednesday morning and coming back the next 
Tuesday afternoon; I shan’t lose one that way. That 
makes me think,” added Ella, anxiously, ‘‘my over- 
skirt’s not ready for Tuesday, and I must fix something 
for my neck,” 

“But, Ella,” I called, as she was dancing away, “ when 
is your teachers’-meeting? for as I am totally unprepared 
with the lesson (it was three years since the pressure of 
other duties had compelled me to give up my class) I 
should like to attend.” 


“Now aunty, you are so—well—peculiar ; as if you 
ever could be unprepared for anything. I really don’t 
know when the teachers’-meeting is held; the notices are 
always given out the first thing, and somehow I never 
can manage to be early; it don’t matter, you know, 
whether I’m there or not during the opening exercises,” 
Seeing my deprecating look, “ We never go to the meet- 
ing, our set; there are so many engagements, and father 
says a girl ought to be at home sometimes. I shouldn’t 
wonder if it had died out; it’s jast a waste cf time, 
anyway.” 

“Ella,” said I again, “ what kind of a class have you, 
—boys, or girls?” 

“Oh! boys, seven great boys; two of them are as big 
as I am, Everybody else in the school has tried that 
class, and I am the only one who can manage it. I am 
quite proud of my conquest,” 


Sunday came; I set out in good time, for St. is a 
good way from my residence, and when it is possible, I 
prefer not to patronizs street-cars on Sunday, and did 
not discover till I had reached the door that I had—I am 
almost ashamed to conftss it—forgotten my Bible. I 
would have returned, but I am not quite so strong as I was 
at Ella’s age, and besides I do not like to be late, so I 
thought “There will be sure to be plenty in school, 
though I am sorry to set so bad an example,” and went 
in. The services were jast commencing; about four 
hundred children—there are eleven hundred on the roll 
—were present, and some teachers. The opening exar- 
cises, which occupied a full half-hour, were fine,and finely 
rendered, Responsive reading, recitation of command- 
ments, chants, hymna, creed, silent prayer, etc., each in 
its proper place; all was the perfection of well-drilled 
liturgical worship, for which every child was carefully 
supplied with a printed directory. Then glass slides 





dropped, doors were opened, an outside multitude of at 


leaat four hundred more rushed in, and the subdued Ba- 
bel of Sanday-school began. 

* Ts this all Miss Patton’s class?” I had asked with sur- 
prise of one quiet looking boy who occupied the class- 
seat when I entered it. ‘Oh, mo! but our boys never 
come till the praying and reading is over; it’s stupid ; 
I like it though.” With the rush came four more boys, 
dressed in the last “ young gentlemen ” style, with tight- 
fitting gloves and canes, ages varying from fourteen to 
seventeen, who took their seats in couples of close prox- 
imity, but as far from me as possible. 

“T say,” said the youngest, suddenly, “ are you going to 
have our class? ’Cause, Ed Jenkins is outside, and he 
said if M's: Patton wasn’t going to be here I must come 
and tell him. I guess Ed only comes to school because 
she’s so pretty,” and he was moving towards the door. 
A movement of my hand prevented him, however, and 
presently Ei Jenkins, tired of waiting, came to see for 
himself if his pretty teacher was present, when finding 
only her old aunt he took his place with a disgusted air at 
the end of the seat. 

The class-book had been found with some difficulty, 


the late boys marked, library books had been selected 
from the catalogue at a great expense of time by those 
who wanted them, several remarking that they were too 
big for that sort of thing, and I said, as gently as I could, 

“ Boys, will you please draw closer together, so that you 
can all hear me?” 

“ It’s too hot” said one ; “ I want tosit by him,” said 
another ; and as I quietly moved my seat closer to the 
straggling group, a great f:llow murmured, “That’s 
what you ought to have done at first,” and for a moment 
I would have given a good deal for the old-fashioned 
privilege of boxing his ears, 

Now let us have the golden text.” 

“Ob, we don’t say that! that’s for the babies. Miss 
Patton always asks us the questions; they’re on the pa- 
per.” The quiet little boy who had been early handed 
me his paper, and I began with Ed Jenkins. 

“‘T don’t know, I didn’t study the lesson.” 

** Raad the answer, then,” 

“T haven’t got any paper; I wasn’t here last Sunday.” 

Nor had any one else a paper, nor had any one else 
learned the lesson, Some had been absent, some had 
lef; their papers at home, and all, with one consent, ex- 
plained that they never did study the lessons, Where 
was the use? The answers were all on the papers, and 
Miss Patton didn’t care anyway. 

“Well,” said I, “then we will study it together. 
Take your Bibles.” 

But not a boy had a Bible, and all seemed very much 
surprised that such a possession should be expected of 
them, 

“T think there must be one in the drawer,” said Fred 
Montfoud. 

But there was not; and in despair I went to the 
library, and asked the secretary to lend my class some 
Bibles, 

“T am very sorry that I cannot accommodate you, 
my dear madam; we certainly did use to have one for 
every class, but they have disappeared somehow. We 
have been meaning to get some ever since our new super- 
intendent came into office, but our expenses have been 
so heavy. Oar Ohristmas-tree cost nearly a thousand 
dollars, for you know we give skates or something valu- 
able to every child; and then there were the flowers for 
the Easter celebration, and the picnic. We are consider- 
ably in debt as it is.” 

Well, I went back to my class, and told the boys a 
temperance story,—the lesson pointed that way, and I 
happened to be somewhat familiar with the subject. 
They seemed interested; who is not in a story? 
Bat an attempt at application was a signal for a 
general dissentient argument. “ My father always has 
wine on the table, and says a gentleman ought to learn 
to drink it when he isa boy.” ‘Mine says if he could 
catch one of those temperance crusaders, he’d make an 
example of her.” “ When I vote, I mean to”— 

The political aspect was becomiog threatening, and I 
was glad when the superintendent’s bell sounded, and a 
well-known minister rose to make a missionary address. 
The speaker was at some distance off, the day was warm, 
the windows were open, perhaps the boys did not under- 
s‘and all that was said, but I think the class of society to 
which they belonged ought to have taught them better 
manners, Ej Jenkins got up, and, in spite of my warn- 
ing look, walked directly out of the room; the two coup- 
lets whispered, laughed, and tiftered, and looked at the 
girls’ classes. Fred Allen read his “library,” and Fred 
Montford went to sleep so soundly that when the pastor 
came to him with a message for his father, he was forced 
to shake him to wake him up, which, of course, caused a 
general laugh through all the neighboring classes. 

The practice of hymas for the nex: celebr ation closed 
the afternoon’s exercises, but not one of my boys would 
sing, forsaid Fred Allen, “ We're not coming; it’s vulgar 
to march through the streets ; it’s well enough for the little 
ones, but the older clazses never attend. Miss Patton says 
she would not go for anything.” 

I was warmly thanked by the superintendent at the 
close of the school, and asked to come again. 

“So considerate in Miss Patton,” said he, “I have six 
other classes to-day without teachers, and no thought of 
asupply. Bat your niece is really an uncommon girl. I 
don’t believe one of that class of boys would attend if 
they were not so fond of her.” 

‘As I walked hom2ward, scarcely daring to ask God’s 
blessing on my appsreatly wasted afternoon, I questioned 
the advantage of such “fondness,” and I meatally re- 
solved that if I ever taught a Sanday-school class again, 
it should be in a mission-school where the pupils were 
neither too old nor too aristocratic to be taught or to 
study, and where whatever might be wanting of modern 





‘mechanism, I should be sure to fiad Bibles, 
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THANKSGIVING. 


_ eo 


A SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONCERT EXERCISE. 
BY THE REV. MOSELEY H. WILLIAMS, 


EW realize how full the Bible is of the element of 
thankfulness, A grouping together of the passages ex- 
emplifying it would be profitable at any time, and seems 
peculiarly appropriate at the special season of our Na- 
tional Thanksgiving. 
Let the central thought, written upon the blackboard, 
be from Eph. 5: 20: 


A eeeeeoee erases see eeenene. Seeeeeee SOeeeOEeE reer eneeseneseeeeeeeeeesenes oeeeeeore . 





GIVING THANKS ALWAYS FOR ALL THINGS 
Unto Gop AND THE FATHER, 


IN THE NAME OF OUR LoRD JEsus CHRIST. 
For the opening hymn sing : 


A’l peop’e that on earth do dwell, 
Bing to the Lord with cheerfui voice. 


For a Scriptare lesson read respoasively, 1 Chron, 16: 
7-86, or selections from Psalms 136, 149, 150, 

Leader :—At this Thanksgiving Exercise we wish to 
consider what there is to be thankful for. Will you tell 
of some causes for thankfulness which are indicated in 
the ecriptural lesson read ? 

[Lat the scholars respond briefly and promptly. To 
this end the Scripture passages should have been previ- 
ously announced, and explained beforehand by the 
teachers. | 

Leader :—Can you,think of any other causes for thanks- 
giving? 

[ After these have been given, let the prayer which is 
offered be one of praise and thanksgiving. | 

Sing the Thanksgiving anthem, 

Be joyful in God, all ye lands of the earth. 

[Let the school repeat in concert the motto upon the 
blackboard. | ‘ 

Leader,— What day is coming soon, which we all hope 
to erjoy very much?’ 

Schcol.—THANKSGIVING Day, 


[At this point the leader may read the official procla- 
mation, appointiog a day of thanksgiving and praise, 
and bricfiy explain its meaning. If this exercise is 
used after Tnankegiving Day, that day may be referred 
to as just passed. | 

Leader.—This proclamation for Thanisgiving Day is 
issued by our civil rulers, but we are not to suppose that 
the giving of thanks is to be confined to any one day of 
the year. We should like to know what the Bible says 
about expressing thanks to God. Will you tell me? 
School : 

GOD CALLED HIS PEOPLE TO THANKSGIVING, 


First Bible Class : 
By the law of Moses, 


First Scholar : . 
Three times thoushalt keep a feast unto me in the year. ,Thou 
shalt k: ep the ‘east of unleavened bread ... and the feast of har- 


vest, the first fru ts of thy labors which thou hast séwu in the field: 
and tre feast of ingatheripg, which is in the end of the year, when 
thou hast gathered in thy labors out of the field (Ex. 23: 14-16), 


Second Scholar : 


Thou shalt observe the feast of tabernacles seven days. after that 
thou has gathe:ed in thy corn and thy wine (Deut, 16: 13), 


Third Scholar : 


And there ye shall eat before the Lord your God, and ye shal] re- 
joice in all that ye pnt your hana unto, yeand your households, 
wherein the Lord thy God hath wlessed thee (Deut. 12: 7), 


Teacher : 


Aod God wished this to be a willing sacrifice, 


And when ye will offer a sacrifice of thankagi 
offer it at your owa will (Ley. 22: 29), peter ; 


Second Bible Class : 
God cailed his people to thanksgiving by the Psalmist, 


Teacher : 


O give thanks unto the Lord: call upon his name: make k 
his deeds amoug the people (Psa, 105: 1), ae 


First Scholar: 

It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises 
untw thy name, O Most High (Psa. 92:1), se 
Second Scholar : 


O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us makea joyful noise to 
the Rock of our salvation, Let us come before his presence with 
Saaeiving and make @ joyfu. noise unw him with psalms (Pea, 

: s 


Class : 
Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his 


wonderful wuiks to the chiidrea of men! Aud et them sacrifice 
the secrificca uf unaukegiving, and declare his works with rejuicing 


"(Psa. 107; 21, 22). 


Class of Boys : 
G.d calied his people to thanksgiving by the apostles, 
Teacher : 


I exhort therefore, that. first of all, supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks, be made fur all men Grim. 2r1). 





First Scholar : . 
- oT in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving (Col. 


Second Scholar: 

By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of to God contin- 
= %} that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name (Heb. 
Third Scholar : 


For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refased, if it 
be received with thanksgiving (1 Tim. 4: 4)., 


Fourth Scholar: 


Be careful for nothing ; but in every thing by prayer and suppli- 
~_ with thanksgiving |.t your requests be made known unto 
(Phil 4: 6). 


Fifth Scholar : 


An‘ let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye 
are called in ene body: and be ye thankiul (Col. 8; 15), 


Class : 


In every thing give thanks: for this isthe will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you (1 Thess, 5: 18), 


Shoging : 
Thank and praise Jehovah's name, 

Leader : 

Give some of 

THE REASONS FOR THANKSGIVING, 

Boys: ; 

We give thanks because of God’s temporal mercies : 
First Class of Boys: 


Praise ye the Lord. O give thanks unto the Lord: for he is good: 
for his mercy endureth turever (Psa. 106: 1). 


First Boy : 


Enter into his Le with thanksgiving, and into his courts with 
praise : be thankfal unto him, and bless his name (Psa, 100: 4), 


Second Boy : 


For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting ; and his truth en- 
dureth wo all generations (Psa, 100: 5). , 


Second Class of Boys: 


Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greaily enrichest it 
with the river of God, whichis full of water: thou preparest them 
corn, when thou hast so provided for it (Psa, 65: 9). 


First Boy: 
Thou waterest the ridees thereof abundantly : thou settlest the fur- 


rows toner ot: thou makest it soft with showers: thou blessest the 
springing thereof (Psa. 65: 10), 


Second Boy : 


Thou crownest the year with thy goodness: and thy paths drop 
fatness (« 8a. 65: 11), 


Third Boy: 


They drop up*n the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills 
rejvice on every side (Psa, 65; 12), 


Fvurth Boy : 


The pa‘tures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered 
Over with cura; they snout for joy, they also sing (Psa. 65; 13), 


Third Class of Boys: ; ; 


Sing uuto the Lord with thanksgiving ; sing praise upon the harp 
unto Sar God (Pea, 147: 7). - 


Teacher : 


Who covereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain for the 
earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains (Psa, 147; 8), 


Class : 
He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry 
(Psa. 147: 9), 
Singing : 
Let us with a joyful mind 
Praise the Lord, for he is kind. 


Girls: 
We are to give thanks because of the gift of Jesus 
Christ. 
Furst Class of Girls : 
Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift (2 Cor. 9:15). 
Second Class of Girls: 


As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk re in 
him: rooted ard built up in him, and etablished in the faith, as 
wy nase been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving (Col. 2: 

» 1). 


Third Class of Girls: 

Now thanks be unto God, which always canseth us to triumph in 
Christ aud maketh manifest the savour of his knowiedge by us in 
every place (2 Cor. 2: 14), 

Fourth Class of Girls: 


We are bound to thank God always for you. brethren, as it is meet 
because that your faith groweth exceediogly, and the charity of 
every one of you all teward each other aboundeth (2 Thess, 1: 3). 


Bible Classes : 

We are to thank God because of his promise to redeem 
his people, 
Furst Scholar : 


For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste 

yr and he will make her wilderness like Eden, avd her desert 

ike the garden of the Lord; joy and g'adness shail be fuund therein, 
thanxsgivisg, and the voice of meiudy (Isa. 51: 3). 


Second Scholar : 


Thus saith the Lord: Behold, I will bring sgain the cavtivify of 
Jacob's tents, and have mercy oa his dweliiug pia es; and the city 
srail be builded upoa her own heap, and the palace sha.l remain 
after the manner thereof (Jer. 30: 18). 


Third Scholar : 


And outof ‘hem shall proceed thank giving and the voice of them 
that make merry: and I wili muliply tnem. aud they shall not be 
BT job wil aso glorify them, and they shall not be small (Jer. 
Teacher : 


And he that reapeth receiveth bn oy and gathereth fruit unto 
life eternal: that both he that soweth, and he that reapeth, may 
rejvice together (John 4: 36), 
Hymn: 
Or For mercies countless as the sands, 
> 
Thank and praise Jehovah’s name. 
Calvary Songs, 





HIs PEOPLE GAVE THANKS, 

Leader : 

How did God’s people express their gratitude to him? 
School : 

Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto thee do we give thanks 
(Psa. 76: 1), 
First Class: 

They gave thanks in Solomon’s Temple. 


It came even to pass, as the trumpeters avd singers were as oné, to 
make one sound to be beard in praising and thanking the Lord; 
avd when they li t-d up their voice with the trumpets »nd cymbals 
and in-truments of m: sic, and praised the Lord saying, For he ia 
gvod ; for his mercv endureth f>rever: thatthen the house was fliled 
with a cluud, even the house of the Lord (2 Ubron. 5: 13), 


Second Class : 
They gave thanks after the rebuilding of Jerusalem, 


And at the ded'cation of the wall of Jerutalem they sought the 
Levites out of al their places, to bring them to Jerusalem, to kee 
the dedication with gladness. both with thanksgivings, ard wi 
singing, with cymbals, psaiteries, and with harps (Neh, 12: 27). 
Third Class : 

They gave thanks at the rebuilding of the Second 
Temple, 

And when the boilders laid the foundati~n of the temple of the 
Lord, they set the priest, in thei* spparel with t umpeta, and the 
Levites the sons of Asaph with cymbaus, to pra se the Lord, after the 
ordinances of David king of Israel. And they sang togetuer by 
cou se in praising and giving thanks unto the Lor'; berause he is 
good, for his mercy endureth furever towa:d Israel (Ezra 3; 10, 11), 


Fourth Class : 
Dani i gave thavks to God in captivity, © 
First Scholar : 


I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast 
given me wisdom and miga , and hast mads koown unto me now 
what we desired of thee: for thou hast now made known unto us 
the king’s matter (Dan. 2: 28), 


Second Scholar : 


Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed. he went into 
his hou e; and, his wi'udows being open in his chamber toward 
Jerusalem, he kueeied upon his knees three times a day, and 
Ha and gave thanks ‘ore his God, as he did aforetime (Dan, 


Fifth Class : 
Anna the prophetess gave thanks for ‘he coming of a 
Saviour. . 
And there was one Anna, a hago ou 0 AD 


d she in 
that instant, gave thanks likewise uuto the Lord, aud spake of him 
them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem (Luae 2: 86, 38). 


Sixth Class: 
Jcsus gave thanks, when he fed the people. 


And he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: and he 
tor k the seven loaves, and gave thanks, ad brake. and gave to hia 
on TF to set beiore them ; and they did set them before the people 
(Mark 8: 6). 

Seventh Class : 
Jesus gave thanks when he instituted the Lord’s Supper. 


And he took the cup, and gave th«nks,#nd gave it t> them, saying, 
Drink ye al: of it; for ths is my biood .f tue newt 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins Matt. 26: 27,18). 


Eighth Class : 
Paul gave thanks. 


First Scholar : 
I thank my God always on your bebalf, for the grace of God 
which is given yoa by Jesus Christ (1 Cor, 1; 4), 
Second Scholar : 
First, I thank my God through Jesns Christ for vou al', that your 
faith is spoken of throughout the whole world (Rom. 1: 8). 
Third Scholar : 
But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you. brethren 
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen 
ou to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of 
e trath (2 Thess. 2: 18). 
Fourth Scholar : 


And from thence, when the brethren heard of us, they came to 
meet us as far as Appi forum, and The Three Taverns: woom when 
Paui saw, he thanked God, and took courage (Ac.s 28; 15). 

Fifth Scholar : 

And when he had thus spoken. he took bread, and gave thanks to 
Go4 ia presence of them all; and when he had broken it he began 
to eat (Acts 27: 35), 

Siath Scholar : 

Bnt thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor, 15: 57). 

Leader : 

We see that God commanded bis people to he thank- 
fol, and that his best saints have joined in thanksgiving. 
What then will we do? As fur myself I would te 
be able to say : 

O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto thee forever (Psa, 30: 12), 
Choriater : 

I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him 
with thanksgiving (P.a. 69: 30). 

Pastor : = 

I will give thee thanks in the great congregation; I will praise 
thee amoag muck people (Psa, 35: 18), 

Al: 

So we thy ore and sheep of thy pssture will give thee thanks 
forever: we will shew forth thy praise to all generations (Psa, 79; 18). 


Leader : 


Then may we, after all the thankrgiving-days of earth 
are over, unite in the song of Gcd's redeemed ones in 
heaven. : 

Saying. Amen: Blessing, and glory. and wisdom, and thank«giv- 


ing, and honour, and power, an ht, be untoour God fur ever 
andever. Amen (Rey. 7: 1). 


Singing : 


+ Come ye thankful le come, 


Raise song of Harvest Home, 
Christian Songs, 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR, 
[Fourth Quarter, 1876.} 








Nov. 12.—Saul’s Early Ministry Acta 9: 19-80 
Fov. 19.—Dorcas Restored to Life Acta 9 : 31-48 
Nov. 26 —Peoter’s Vision... ......00. cess ceeeerccesereerseseee verte 10 : 1-20 
Deo. 8.—The Gentiles Received..........csersserseeseee Acts 10 : 4-48 


Dec. 10,—Spread of the Gosp 
Dec, 17.—Peter’s Rel 

Dec. 24.—Review ; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 
Deo, 81.—Annual Review or Selection. 
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LESSON 9, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1876. 


Title: PETER’S VISION. 

GOLDEN TEXT: 
sons —Aols 10: 34. 

Topic: VISIONS OF BETTER THINGS. 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, November 20; Acta 10: 1-20. Visions of better things. 
Tuesday, November 21: Joel 2: 28-82. Visions foretold. 
Wednesday, November 22: Gen. 15:1-21. The vision of Abraham, 
Thursday, November 23: Numb. 24:1-9. The vision of Baleaam. 
Friday, November 24; Acts 9: 1€-22. The vision of Ananias, 
Saturday, November 25: Acta 16: 1-13. The vision of Paul. 
Sunday, November 26: Rey. 1: 4-22 The vision of John. 


LESSON TEXT, 
[Acts 10: 1-20.) 


1, There wés @ certain man in Cesarea called Cornelius, a centu- 
rion of the band called the Iteifan band, 

2. A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, 
which gave much a)ms to the people, and prayed to God always. 

8. He saw ina vision evideutly, about the ninth hour of the day, 
an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 

4. Avd when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is 
it, Lord? And hetaid unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are 
come up for a memorial before God. 

5. And now ser d men to Joppa, and call for cne Simon, whose sur- 
name is Peter: 

6. He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea 
side : he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. 

7. And when the angel w hich spake unto Cornelius was departed, 
he called two of his household servants, and a devout soldier of 
them that waited on him continually : 

8, And when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent 
them to Joppa. 

9. On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh 
unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray, about the 
sixth hour: 

10. And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while 
they made ready, he fell into a trance, 

11. And saw heaven opened, and a certain vestel descending unto 
him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let 
down to the earth: 

12. Wherein were al] manner of four-footed beasts of the earth 
and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

18, And there came 4 voice to him, Rise, Peter ; kill, and eat. 

14 But Peter eaid, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything 
that is common or unclean. 

15 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God 
hath cleansed, thai call not thou common. 

16, This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again 
into heaven. 

17. Now, while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which 
he had seen should mean, behold, the men wh'‘ch were sent from 
Cornelius had made i: quiry for Simon's house, and stood before the 


Gop I8 NO RESPECIER OF PER- 


18, And called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed 
Peter, were lodged there 

19 While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, 
Behold, three men seek thee. 

20. Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubt- 
ing nothing : for I have sen: them. 





EXPOSITION. . 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


HE visit of the apostle Peter to the Judean churches 
took place either jast before the conversion of Saul, 
or between that event and his visit to Jenusalem, We 
have already considered two striking events which oc- 
curred during Peter’s tour, one at Lydda and aaother at 
Joppa. Ask for a brief account of each. What effects 
did these events prodace? Name some events mentioned 
in Scripture which took place at Joppa. Name alsoa me 
events recorded in profane history. Where is Ce:area? 
How far from Jerusalem? How far from Joppa? What 
events are mentioned in the Acts as having occurred 
there? (The baptism of Oornelius and those with him 
The fearful death of King Agrippa, and the imprison- 
ment of the spostle Paul) Explain the meaning of 
“ ceaturion,” “ Tralian band,” “ unclean,” “ vision,” 
* trance,” and “ angel.” 

The connection of this lersonp, in point of time and 
place, as well as in the order of the apostle Peter's 
labors, is very close. We are not informed of how many 
days Peter spent with his namesake at Joppa, though itis 
probable that he did not spend more than a few weeks, 
which were cccupied in deepening the impression pro- 





duced by the miracle he had wrought, and in confirmiog 
and comforting the disciples. It was while Peter was 
still the guest of the tanner by the seaside that the 
supernatural and significant events narrated in the lesson 
took place. 
THE LESSON, 

In the passage we have: (1) The vision to Cornelia; 

(2) The vision to Peter ; (3) The doubters directed, 


l; THE VISION TO CORNELIUS (1-8). 

Hitherto the gospel had been preached mainly to Jews 
and Jewish proselytes, Philip had preached to the 
Eanuch from the south, and to the Samaritans. But 
though Ohrist had said, Preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture, and God had intimated to Ananias that Saul would 
carry the gospel to the Gentiles, still all evangelistic 
labor had as yet been chiefly confined to those of the cir- 
cumcision. Now it was to be distinctly manifested that 
the Gentiles, when converted,should be received directly 
into the Ohristian church. The Jewish apostle Peter 
and the Roman officer Cornelius were divinely selected 
as the agents by whom this principle should be illustrated 
and publicly acknowledged. Both were divinely di- 
rected what they should do. Uaknown to each other, 
and residing in diffarent cities, they were providentially 
brought together, and the union of Jew and Gentile as 
one in Ohrist Jesus was settled forever. Henceforth 
Jesus was to be proclaimed as the Saviour of all men. 

1. Who he was. Oornelius—a common and honored 
name among the Romant—was a Gentile by birth and an 
« flicer of the Roman army commanding a cohort or com- 
pany of native soldiers, comprising from fifty to one 
hundred men, which was probably a part of the body- 
guard of the Governor, who resided at Oesarea, the mili- 
tary headquarters of the Roman government in Palestine. 
Oornelius was not even a Jew by profession, and was not 
circumcised (v. 28). 

2, What he did, He feared God, and worshiped him 
with all his household, though he did not conform to the 
Jewish ceremonial, Nor was he more remarkable for 
piety toward God than for uprightness in his dealings 
with his fellowmen. While he prayed to God always, he 
slso gave much alms to the people, that is, to the poor 
Jews among whom he lived. Thence, like the centurion 
of Capernaum, he was of good report among all the nation 
of the Jews, and his prayers and alms were both accepted 
by God. He knew the God of Israel; he had heard 
something of the life and labors of the Lord Jesus Obrist ; 
he walked up to the light he had, and earnestly sought 
for more. He wasa child of God crying for the light, 
and he got it. 

8. What hesaw, At the hour of evening prayer (that 
is, about three o’clock), while engaged in supplication, he 
beheld the visible appearance of a man in bright cloth- 
ing, a messenger from God, who addressed him by name, 
assured him that his prayers were heard, and gave bim 
certain directions, 

Thongh an angel was sent to Cornelius, it was not to 
preach the gospel to him, The glad tidiags he must hear 
from kuman lips; and he who was to bring the message 
was being divinely prepared to come. 


ll. THE VISION TO PETER (9-16). 


On the next day after the angel had appeared to Oor- 
nelius at Oesarea, Peter, who was in the house by the 
sea at Joppa. went about noon to the housetop to prsy. 
The roofs of the houses, being flat and easily accessible, 
were used for various purposes, and frequently for devo- 
tional exercises. While Peter prayed, he felt conscious 
of hunger, and desired to eat. Thus mind and body alike 
were prepared for what was about to ensue. Peter ‘fell 
into a trance,” as did Paul on one occasion (Acts 22: 17). 
‘The trance differs from the dream, in that it is uncon- 
nected with any natural sleep ; aud from the vision, be- 
cause in the latter the person retains his consciousness, 
and the objects showa him possess a real existence.” 
Chis condition of mind was produced by divine power, 
and while under its influence, his faculties free from 
physical limitations, he mentally surveyed a strange scene 
in which he played a part. From the apparently opened 
heaven, he beheld descending to the earth a vessel, as it 
were a great sheet suspended by the four corners. The 
contents of this vessel were still more surprising. Itcon- 
tained ail kinds of beasts, clean aad unclean, represent- 
ing the whole animal creation. As he looked on the 
n ixed collection, he heard a voice saying to him, “ R'se, 
Peter, kill and eat.” To this he promptly and decidedly 
replied, ‘‘ By no means, Lord; I have never eaten any- 
thing common and unclean,” Tae term “ unclean” refers 
to the Levitical Law, which proscribed the use of certain 
classes of animals either for food or sacrifice. Again the 
voice was heard saying, ‘‘ What God hath cleansed, call 
not thou common,” To render the communication more 





memorable, and its significance more emphatic, the whole 
scene was repeated three times. Then the vessel re- 
turned to heaven whence it came, 

The whole scene was symbolical, and designed to in- 
culcate a most important truth,—that God is indeed no 
respecter of persons ; that the gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth ; and that the 
religion of Jesus is for the race and his redemption for 
the world. 

Ii. THE DOUBTERS DIRECTED (4-8, 17-20). 


When the angel appeared to Cornelius, he was afraid, 
and earnestly asked what the vision meant, what he 
should do in regard to it. In reply to his natural and 
respect fal question, the angel gave him particular direc- 
tdons as to what he must do in order to obtain the in- 
struction he so much desired. With special care he 
described the person for whom he should send, and the 
place where he was to be found. 4 

As soon as the angel departed, Cornelius promptly 
carried out his instructions. He called two of his do- 
mestic servants, who probably, like himself, feared God, 
and also one of the soldiers who waited on his person 
and was a decidedly pious man. Having explained 
fully to them all that had occurred,—the vision, the com- 
mand, and the expected revelation,—he sent them to 
Joppa, a distance of about thirty miles. Part of the 
journey they performed that night, so that about noon on 
the next day they drew nigh to the city. 

How childlike and implicit the faith of the centurion! 
He sent immediately to a distant city for a man of whom 
he knew nothing, only what had been told him by the 
divine messenger. 

While the men sent by Oornelius were making in- 
qviries for the house of Simon the tanner, and it may be 
wondering what reception they would get, events were 
transpiring which opened up their way. Peter had seen 
his vision, and was wondering and questioning what it 
all meant. The men on arriving at the gate in front of 
the house called to the porter, and asked whether Simon 
who is surnamed Peter lodged there. As Peter pondered 
deeply on all he had experienced, the Spirit said unto 
him, ‘‘ Three men seek thee; arise, go with them ; I have 
sent them.” Thus did God by the teaching of his Spirit; 
and by his providence, solve his servant’s doubts and 
indicate the pth of duty. As Cornelius was enjoined to 
do something, in order to attain a solution of the mys- 
tery, so also was Peter, who with equal promptitude 
obeyed. He descended immediately to the men who 
stood at the gate, announced himself as the man whom 
they sought, listened to their story, and consented to go 
with them. Both Cornelius and Peter were divinely 
directed, and implicit obedience was enjoined upon 
each of them. 


PRACTICAL REMARKS, 


(a.) Prayer is both a privilege and a power, Cornelius 
prayed to God always. He observed the regular hour 
of prayer. He prayed with his household. Home piety 
is always marked in Scripture with special honor. 
There should be a church in every house. How sad 
that any family should live together without any act of 
united worship, and without attendance on any place of 
public worship! Peter, too, went alone to pray, and bis 
prejadices were removed, his mind enlightened, and his 
path of duty intimated. We also need light and guid- 
ance, Let us seek them daily, and expect them. 

(b.) Obedience is both a duty and a delight. Oornelius 
and Peter both immediately discharged the present duty, 
thcugh the issue was to each unknown. Whatever dark- 
ness may surround us, be it ours ever to do the nearest 
duty. Earnest effort struggles to the light. Doing 
dispels darkness. 

(c.) The providence of God overrules all things. Asin 
the case of Ananias and Saul, so Cornelius ard Peter 
each had a vision to prepare them for the meeting. 
Events at Cesarea and at Joppa all tended to one result. 
When God says Send, he prepares the way. When he 
says Go, he opens the path. Angels and apostles were 
both employed to minister to the sincere seeker at 
O-sarea. All things shall work together for good to 
those who fear God. Obey the teachings of his Spirit, 
and watch the indications of his providence. 

(d.) The glorious gospel of the blessed Lord is adapted to 
all men. Jesus has broken down the middle wall of 
partition which separated Jew and Gentile. To the lost 
of all races and ranks, of all countries and climes, the 
cffer of salvation is freely made. No matter who stands 
and calls at your gate, go, nothing doubting; tell them 
words by which they may be saved. Who would dare 
to turn away from one for whom Jesus died? Ohrist has 
sanctified all the relations, all the duties, and all the 
callings of life. To the believer there is nothing com- 
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mon or unclean. Whatsocever we do in word or deed, 
may be done to the glory of God. The altar sanctifies 
the gift. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
‘BY FAITH LATIMER, 


yas lesson will be a strange and mysterious story to 
children, and great pains will be required to give 
them correct ideas of it. It will be well to give two pic- 
tures, one of the scene in Cesarea, the other in Joppa. 
Make the pupils familiar with the places and persons ; 
and then review by questions, and bring out the lessons 
taught. We have first a picture of 


A ROMAN SOLDIER, 


His name was Cornelius, and he was called a centu- 

rion, which means that he was the commander of one 
huadred soldiers. He lived at Cesarea, a splendid city 
on the shore of the great Mediterranean Sea, about fifty- 
five miles northwest from Jerusalem. 
* Unless you have a large distinct map in your room, 
make equares on the board showing the relative positions 
of Jerusalem, Oesarea and Joppa, and outline the Medi- 
terranean Sea. 

The centurion’s cffice was an honorable one among the 
Romans; and Cornelius was the name of an honored 
family. We read of four centurions in the New Teata- 
ment, One of them loved the Jews and built them a 
synagogue; it was his servant whom Jesus cured at his 
request, and of whom Jesus said, “I have not found so 
great faith, no, not in Israel.” There was another can- 
turion who with some of his soldiers stood watching the 
cross while Jesus died, and he said, “ Traly this man was 
the Son of God.” A centurion was honored. 8S) was 
Cornelius. A centurion was obeyed, The one who asked 
Jesus to care his servant, said, ‘‘ I have under me soldiers, 
I say toone ‘Go,’ and he goeth ; ‘ Come,’ and he cometh ; 
‘Do this,’ and be doeth it.” 8S» Cornelius was honored 
and obeyed. We are not told how he looked; what uni- 
form he wore; how his soldiers marched, or what they 
did by exact rule every day. Bat when you are older, 
you will learn from books and travel how it is known 
from old carvings on stones, and from ruins that have 
been dug out of heaps of sand and ashes, what kind of 
spears and lances and shields they carried; how they 
kept guard at city and palace gates; how they marched 
and how they fought in battle. 

We know some things, however, which are better than 
all this that we know about Oornelius, for in one verse 
we are told four things about him. Read the second verse 
of the lesson with the class, the latter repeating clause by 
clause. Oornelius was (1.) 4 devout man. To be devout, 
is to have the heart pure, right, to try to be holy and 
good. (2) He feared God; he had found out that the 
great marble statues in the grand temples of Rome were 
only cold, white marbie; he could not love and serve 
them; he could not be happy,without a great, wise, holy 
God to serve and obey. 

Did he do so alone? Look again. He feared God 
with all his house; and his wife, children, and all knew 
that he feared God. They heard him pray. They were 
taught to fear God. The servants too had a better home 
and happier service because of their master’s good life 
and example. 

Did he serve in any other way? Was he selfish and 
cruel? Sometimes g:eat generals robbed the people 
whom they ruled c.er. Did he doso? No; the brave 
soldier was a genero1s friend, and (3) he gave much alms 
to the people. Giving i: serving God; and Oornelius knew 
how to give. Was he only devout and pious on great 
days and before others? (4.) He prayed to God always 
Surely, when we know these four things about Cornelius, 
we shall not wonder at the rest of the story ; for God’s 
sure promise to those who pray is, “ Then shalt thou un- 
derstand the fear of the Lord, and fiad the knowledge of 
God.” Cornelius had much todo. To watch and order 
all those soldiers must have kept him busy; but he found 
time to have regular times for prayer. 

Oae day when it was about three o’clock in the after- 
noon, the time for eveaing prayer in the temple in Jeru- 
salem and probably in the Jewish synagogues in Oesares., 
Cornelius was praying while a voice called his name, 
Then a man stood before him in bright c'othing. Cor- 
nelius was afraid, and asked, “ What isit, Lord?” The 
angel ssid, “‘ Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a 
memorial before God. Send for Peter; he shall tell thee 
what to do.” Oornelius obeyed. As soon as the angel 
left, he called two of his servant-men, who waited in his 
house, and a pious soldier from the ranks (Cornelius had 
taught his soldiers to fear God), and told them of the 
angel’s visit, the message, and where they would find 
Peter. The company of three were soon on their way. 








cy 
PETER IN JOPPA, 


Do you remember where Peter was sent? Recall the 
miracle. Peter stayed there some time. Not in the 
house of Dorcas, not in a grand house on a fine street, 
but in a house by the seaside where a man named Simon 
had atanyard and worked at his trade of tanning leather,— 
a business every Jew hated because he thought it wrong 
to handle dead animals. Joppa was also on the coast of 
the Mediterranean, about thirty-five miles from Ocsarea, 
—a place for ships. The wood to build the temple was 
brought there, and it was from there that Jonah started 
away in a ship. 

When the three men were near to Joppa about noon 
the next day, Peter want up on the roofof the house to 
pray. No doubt the fisherman who had been so much in 
boats on the sea with Jesus, loved to look out over the 
broad blue water and smell the pure salt air. Daseribe 
the roofs and the habits of Jews. Peter was hungry, 
and while the servants were getting ready, he prayed on 
the house-top. But God was getting the work ready for 
Peter ; and he could as easily call him from Joppa as he 
could send an angel to Oornelius. Peter saw ‘heaven 
open, and something coming down to him which looked 


like a great sheet held by the four corners. In it were]; 


all kinds of animals and birds. A voice called, “ Rise, 
Peter; kill, and eat.” 

Bat the Jews woald neither touch nor eat such animals 
or birds; and Peter said, “ Not so, Lord.” God had a 
lesson to teach him ; and so three times over the voice 
said to Peter, “ What God hath cleansed, that call not thou 
common.” While Peter wondered, the three men at the 
gate asked for him, God through the Spirit tqld him, 
“ Three men seek thee. Go with them, nothing doubt. 
ing; for I have sent them.” 

We shall learn next week how Peter went with them, 
and the meaning of the strange sight that came down 
from heaven. 

Question carefully upon the above ; or let the assistant 
teachers in subdivisions call back from the children 
what you have told them. The groundwork has been 
laid for some practical words, but the truths have not 
been brought out. The history and geography which 
may be so thoroughly studied by adult minds, can also 
be made interesting to childhood,—that is the time to 
form such tastes,—but remember there is not a narrative 
in Scripture which does not hold some spiritual traths. 
It is just as possible in a primary class, as in any other, 
to feed the intellect and starve the soul. There are 


classes which shine in an exhibition, a review exercise, 


or before visitors; classes that can sing, answer promptly, 
repeat texts but not know their meaning, that have had 
brilliant teaching and thorough class discipline,—but 
the lessons have not been warmed and welded into the 
daily life of the pupils. 

The children can see from this lesson how God was 
bringing out his own plans, and how his purposes control 
every life. He had watched over the R»man soldier in 
camp, field, and house ; had listened to his prayers, and 
now he saw him reaching cut for Christ and life eternal, 
Peter, lodging at the tanner’s in Joppa, would never have 
gone uainvited iato the pressnce of the R man officer a‘ 
Caesarea, and God sent his angsl to bid Oornelius send for 
Peter, and then prepared Pater to go and teach in the 
name of Christ. God guarded the three messengers on 
their long jouraey by the seacoast to Joppa. No storm 
overpowered them; no highway robber seized them ; 
they did not lose their way, but they reached in safety 
their designated place, 

Does he so watch now over the footsteps of his children, 
and over all their household, even when scattered? A 
few weeks ago two young men were to start from Phila- 
delphia in the early morning to go to their homes ip 
another state. They could not reach the depot ia time 
for the night-train ; God watched their pillows and kept 
them sleeping until they were too late. It was that very 
train that went over a high bank in the darkness of the 
next night. Some passengers were killed; many were 
injured and severely wounded; while the two young 
men were saved from harm and their homes;from sorrow. 
Praying parents had been asking for the absent, sons, 
and a kind Father heard and keptthem. Does God 
now hear and remember every prayer? Dves he know 
every gift of charity and love? What did the angel say 
to Cornelius? What isa memorial? In what kind of 
remembrance are the righteous kept? Bywhom? What 
can you learn from the example of Oornelius? What 
was he doing when the angel came to him? What was 
Peter doing upon the house-top when heaven wss opened? 
If a Roman centurion found time for daily prayer, ought 
those in Ohristian lands and homes ever to be too busy or 
too tired to pray? The busiest, the youngest, all of us 
can, and shou'd find time to pray; 





~~ 


BIBLE LIGHTS ON THE LESSON. 


OTS 10:1. The centurion . . . And when Jesus was entered in- 

to Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching 
him, Matt 8:5 . . . Now whea the centurion, and they that were 
with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things 
that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son 
of God, Matt. 27:54. . . And a certain centurion’s servant, who 
waa dear unto him, wassick, and ready to die, Luke7:2... Paul 
said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawfui for you to scourge 
@ man that isa Roman, and uncondemned? Acts 22: 25. 


V. 2. Adevouwtman .. . And the same man was just and devout, 
Luke 2:25 . . . And there were dwelling at Jerusalem, Jews, de- 
vout men, out of every nation under heaven, Acts2:5... And 
devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamenta- 
tion over him, Acts 8;2 . . . Ananias, a devout man according to 
the law, Acts 22: 12. 

Gave much aims . . . Blessed is he that considereth the poor, Paar 41 
1... And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, 
saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do this: for he 
loveth our nation, and he hati built us a synagogue, Luke 7: 4, 5, 

And prayed . . . Evening, and moraing, and at noon, will I pray, 
and cry aloud, and he shall hear my voice, Psa. 55:17... Be 
merciful unto me, O Lord; for I cry unto thee daily, Psa 86:3... 
Behold, he prayeth, Acts9: 11. 

V. 4. Hewasafraid . . ..And when he had spoken this word 
unto me, I stood trembling, Dan. 10:11 . . . And when Zacharias 
saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him, Lukel:12... 
And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, Luke 1 : 29 
. . And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the 
earth, Luke 24: 5, 


Thy prayers .. . arecomeup.. . Let my prayer be set forth be- 
fore thee as incense, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening 
sacr.fice,,Psa, 141:2 . . . Then they that feared the Lord spake often 
one to another; and the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book 
of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the 
Lord, and that thought upon his name, Mal.3:16.. . Fear not, 
Zacharias ; for thy prayer is heard, Luke1:13 . . . Iam full, having 
received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an 
odor of a sweet small, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God, 
Phil. 4:18. .. For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and 
labor of love, Heb. 6: 10. 

V. 7. Household servanis . . . Aud Abraham said unto his eldest 
servant of his house,|that ruled over ali that he had, Put, I pray thee, 
thy hand under my thigh; and I will make thee swear by the Lord, 
the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shait not 
take a wife uuto my soa of the daughters of the Canaanites, Gen. 
24: 2, 3, 

Vv. 9. Thehouse top ... And when they were come down from 
the high place into the city, Samuel communed with Saul upon the 
top of the house, 1 Sam. 9:25 . . . Them that worship the host of 
heayen upon the house-tops, Zeph.1:5 .. . But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet, and, when thou hast shut thy door, 
pray to thy Father which is in secret, Matt.6:6 ... I will there- 
fore that men pray everywhere, lifiing up holy hands, 1 Tim, 2: 8, 

Vv. 10. Atrance ... I [Paul] was in atiance, Acts 22:17... I 
knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the 
body, I cannot teil; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God 
knoweth ;) such an one caught up to the third heaven, 2 Cor. 12: 2. 


V. il. Heaven opened . . . Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 
the Son of man standing on the right hand of God, Acts7:56... 
Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 
Luke 3:21 . .. Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angela 
of God ascending and des.ending upon the Son of man, John 1: 51 
. .. Behold, a door was opened in heaven, Rey. 4:1. 

A certain vessel . . . The wolf also shal! dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; aud thecalf,and the young 
lion, and the fauling together ; and a little child shall lead them, Isa. 
11:6. .. The Lord God, which gathereth the outcasts of Israel, 
saith, Yet will I gather others to him, beside those that are gathered 
unto him, ba. 56:8 .. . Many shall come from the e.st and west, 
and shall sit down wi.h Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacub, in the king- 
dom of heaven, Matt.8.11 .. . And not for that nation only, but 
that also he should gather together in one the children of God that 
were scattered abroad, John 11:52... AndI, if I be lifted up frum 
the earth, will draw ali men u.to me, John 12:82. . . Is hethe God 
of the Jews only ? ishe not also of the Gentiles? Yes: of the Gentiles 
also, Kom. 3:29... There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus, Gal. 3: 28. 


Vv. 14. Not so, Lord... And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my 
Lord, Gen. 19:18 . . . Notso: go uow ye that are men, and serve 
the Lord, Ex. 10:11 . . . Beit far from thee, Lord : this shall not be 
uuto thee, Matt. 16: 22, 

Vv. 156. What God hathcleansed . . . Not that which goeth into the 
mouth defileth a maa ; but that which cometh out of the moath, this 
defileth a man, Matt. 15:11 . . . 1 «now, and am persuaded by the 
Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itse.f; but to him that 
esteemeth anyth.ng to be unclean, to him it is unciean, Rom, 14: 1¢ 
. . » Unto the pure ail things are pure: bu! unto them that are de- 
filed and uubeiieving is notning pure; but even their miud and 
conscience is defiled, Titus 1: 15. 

V. 19. The Spirit said unio him ... Then the Spirit said unto 
Ph lip, Go near, ana join thysel! to this chariot, Acts8: 29... And 
the Sprit bade me ge with them, nothiog doubting, Acta 11:12... 
The Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them, Acis18:2 . . . Now the Spirit speak- 
eth expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the 
faith, 1 Tim, 4: 1. 

V. 20. Ihave sent thee . . . And now the Lord God and his Spirit 
hath sent me, Isa, 48:16 . . . Yeshall know that the Lord of hosts 
hath sent me, Zech,2:9. . . Jesus, that appeare 1 unto thee in the 
way 43 thou camest hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy 
sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost, Acis 9: 17, 





BCLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
OTS 10:1, There was, etc.—The event here to be re« 


lated, the conversion of Cornelius, forms a memor- 


able epoch in the history of the ch as the first-fruits 
of he ceandn of the Gentiles poy ory Dog 


‘Centurion.—A captain or commander of a hundred 
soldiers.— Hammond. 


Italian band—A Boman band or cohort consisted af 
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about one thousand men, and in every such band there 
were several centurions.— Pearce, 


It is rally supposed that the Roman cohorts, in- 
stead of being incorporated always with a particular le- 
gion, existed often separately. I: is probable that such 
an independent cohort was now stationed at Ovesares, 
called the Jialian, because it conristed of native Its!- 
lidns, whereas the other cohorts in Palestine were levied 
for the most part from the country iteelf. . . . It is 
worthy of remark, ss Tholock suggests, that Luke places 
this Italian cohort precisely here. Ossarea was the resi- 
dence of the R man precurator; and it was important 
that he should hav» thee a body of troops on whose 
fidelity he could rely.— Huckett, 


V.2 A devout man.—The military profession in itself, 
and the fear of Gud, are not antagonistic... . Bat how 
little the soldiers of our day, in general, resemble the cen- 
turion, He was devout, and feared God, but they are 
often urgodly and unbelieving —<Star ke. 


Cornelius, a Roman by birth and education, had, 
nevertheless, no heart for the gods of Rome; he was one 
of the children of Japheth, who, in the conquered tents 
of a. are nevertheless conquered by the God of Shem. 
— Besser. 


* Devout” is the term which, throughout this book of 
Act's, is vsed for a!l uncircumcised Gentile converts, who 
had renouocced idolatry, and worshiped the trne God 
without submitting to the whole ceremonial law.— Mann 


With all his house.—Piety, like the sun, commupi- 
cates iteelf to all around it. The manners of a family 
are often in great measure guided by those of the maater. 
His priocipies and practices frequently diffase them- 
selves through the house, and the piety or profaneness, 
the sobriety or intemperance, the sloth or diligence ot 
servants, discover to the world the nature of that foun- 
tain from which they fi »w.— Horne. 


Prayed to God alway —He kept up stated times for 

yer, and was constant to them, Note, wherever the 

r of God rules ia the heart, it will appear both in 
works of charity and of piety, and neither will excuse 
us from the other,— Henry. 


V.38. A vision.—Not a dream. which would be other- 
wise «xpressed (as in Matt. 2:13, 19 22), but a super- 
natural communication, addressed not merely to the 
mind, but to the senses.— A/exander. 


Evidently —Manifestly so that it could not be a decep- 
tion of the senses which was disturbiog Cornelius, who 
was not accustomed to such things — Bengel. 


Ninth hour.—Thia was a regular Jewish hour of prayer, 
_ and the lar gusge indicates that Cornelius observed, at 

least in part, the Jewish ritual,— Abbott, | 

An ang | —His radiant attire (v. 30) showed him to be 
superhuman — Whedon. 

V. 4. Prayers and alms.—Prayers ard alms were 
equally yokea ia the life of Oornelias, Body and soul 
together constituted the religion of this devout Roman. 


Come up for a memorial.—That is, thy alms and thy 
prayers have been pleasing to God. The phrase ia taken 
from the legal incense . . . . and the smoke of the in- 
cense is said to ascend (Rev. 8:4). But this incense was 
a type of prayers (Rev. 5: 8; 8: 8). Prayer, say the 
ancients, is carried ur by two wings, fasting and the 

orks of mercy.— Du Veil. 

V. 5. Call for one Simon.—Extraord'nary means cf 
information are never to be expected when ordinary in- 
struction can be fou d.— Brewster. 


V. 6. He shall tell thee, ete.—I; is plain from this pas- 
that, notwithstauding the extraordinary piety and 
devotion of Oornelias, who was certainly a very moral 
man, he had something still to do, of which as yet he 
knew nothiog, without which he could not attain to 
heaven ; he mast send for Simon Peter to be instructed 
in the faith of Ohrist.— Beveridge. 

V.9 On the morrow.—The whole distance | from Joppa 
to Cerares | was. . . along day’s journey [some thirty five 
miles]. Tne messenger of the R man (to whom the 
angel appesred about 3 o’clock P mM ) departed imme- 
dia afterwards, as we may infer from v. 7, or, at 
least, in the evening of the same day; they reached the 
vicinity of the ciivy on the next day about the sixth 
hour (v. 9), that is, at 12 o’clock, or noon, when Pater 
went on the house-top, and saw the vision. Oa their 
return, when Pater acoompanied them, they again spent 
more than one day on their journey (v. 23, 24) —Lechler. 

House top.—The house-top was fiat, and was ued 
commoniy as a resort for conversa ion (1 Sam 9: 26), 
for sleeping (2 Sam. 16: 22), for exercise (2 Sam. 11: 2), 
for observa'i va (Jodg. 16: 27; Isa. 22: 1), for idolatrous 
worship (2 Kings 23:12; Z-ph. 1: 5), for public mourn- 
ing (fsa. 15:3; Jer. 48: 38), for festival celebrations 
(Neb 8:16) and for a variety of domestic purposes.— 
Abbott. 


V. 10. A trance —Differing from the “vision” of Cor- 
nelius, in so far as the things seen had not the same 
objective reality, though both were supernatural,— Brown. 

Literally, an ecsfasy fellupon him. . . . The same is 
used by the Seventy :f the “deep sleep” which fell 
upon Abrabam (Gep. 15:12), Ia such a supernatural 
abeorption cf mind some of the most important revela- 
tions appear to have been made (Acts 22: 17 ; 2 Cor, 12: 
2).—Jacodus, 

V.11, And saw, etce.—This vision was intended to 
teach the apostle ihat heathens also should be partakers 
of the grace of the gospel.— Brandt. 4 


The conception of the ecene suggested 
phat of the sheet upheld by cords at 


the text is 
to its four 





points, and suspended from above by an unseen power. 
This is the common view, and, I think, the correct one. 
Meyer understands arkais [corner:] of the four corners of 
heaven, ¢. ¢., east, west, nurth, ana south, to which the 
four ends of the sheet were fastened. Neander iaclines 
to that interpretation. Arkais with such a reference 
would seem to demand the article, as much as the trans- 
lation into Eoglish and German,— Hackett, 


V. 14. Common or unclean.—By common food, the 
Jews meant such as was eaten by the Gentiles, but by 
the law of Moses forbidden to the Jews, to whom there- 
fore it was uoclean.— Mann. 


Not 10 —By no means. A trance leaves a man liberty 
in respect to that particnlar thing, which is vividly set 
before him (chap. 21:19). Bat besides, it is a sign of 
the power being strengtnened, even though the senses 
are bound, for example, in a dream, to maintain one’s con- 
scientiousness, The first objection started by a man 
when God orders something difficult, sometimes has an 
indulgence (chap 22:19 20); but there ought to be no 
repetition of it (Jona 13: 8; Ex. 4:18; Deut. 3: 26; 
Ezek 4:14). From the delay (reluctance) of Peter, the 
will of God shines forth the more clearly.— Bengel. 

V. 15. God hath cleansed.—God, who made at first 
the distinction between Jews and Gantiles, hasa right to 
remove it, whenever and by whatever means he pleases ; 
he, therefore, who made the distinction, for wise pur- 
poses, between the clean and the unclean, now pro- 
nounces all to be clean.—A. Clarke, 


V.17. Themen stood, etc.—The concurrence of inter- 
nal suggestions and exteraal events, often unfolds to us 
the will of God.— Rieger. 

V. 19, While Peter thought . . . the Spirit said.—Light 
is given to him wh» is upright, and seeks God in sim- 
plicity of heart.— Quesne/. 


V. 20. Go with them.—The opening of the gates, that 
the kingdom | »»g pent up in Israel might flow out upon 
the world. It is the bursting of the chrysalis, in which 
the life has been preserved indeed, but confiaed.— Arnot. 

I have sent them.— Hence, we are warned that the con- 
sciences of men cannot be assured that they do that 
which they do safely otherwise, than as being taught by 
the word of God, they propose to themselves to do noth- 
ing without his advice or command.— Oalvin. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


EVOUT SOLDIERS —Oolonel Gardner, General 
Havelock, M-j or Camp, Oaptain Hedley Vicars, and 
many other good soldiers, have been eminent as Ohris- 
tians. As one of these was advancing in the charge in 
which he fell, a comrade said tohim, ‘‘ Youdo not doubt 
your Saviour, do you?’’ His cheerfal reply was, “No, no! 
dear fellow! I do not doubt. I do trust Jesus fally, 
wholly.” 
Hoty Fear.—‘* The only thing I fear about my 
mother,” said a Christian boy, “is that I shall not be so 
good as to make her happy all the time. She is so glad 


when I serve God, but she seems so grieved when I | ? 


neglect him.” . 


AL™servine.—‘' How much do you pity him?” said a 
man on the wharf, when the passers by were crowding 
around, and sympathizing with a poor man whose 


| horse had been lost overboard. “How much do you 


pity him? I pity him five dollars,” said he, suiting the 
action to the word, and handing the man that amount 
of money. 

Praying A.tways.—A lowly Ohristian woman said 
that she found it very easy to pray always, for everything 
suggested to her a new prayer. When she awoke, she 
prayed that she might fiaally awake to the resurrection 
of the just. When she arose, she prayed that she might 
at last rise in Obrist’s likeness. When she washed, she 
prayed that the blood of Jesus might wash her soul. 
When she ate, she prayed that she might be fed with 
spiritual food. Taus, evcry duty, every day, suggested 
prayer. 

A MEmoRIAL.—A mother was absent from her home. 
She wrote many letters to her little ones there, and 
often she sent them pretty tckens of her remembrance 
and her love. By these they were constantly reminded 
of her and of her interest in them. These letters and 
gifts came to them as memorials. S> Cornelius kept 
sending love-tokens to God, in the shape of prayers and 
gifts to God’s poor. 

Vistons.—A teacher was trying to explain a plow to 
a child who had never seen such an implement. Fail- 
ing to explain it satisfactorily, the teacher took a picture 
of a plow and showed that. Still the child seemed con- 
fused and unsatisfied. Then said the teacher, ‘ Come, 
and I will show youa plow.” Really seeing the article 
enabled the teacher to illustrate so that the child under- 
stood perfectly, What many a child of God has seen in 
a vision has enabled him to understand leasons from 
God, which words would never have conveyed. 

Go Wirs THem —An obedient and trustful child hesi- 
tated to go out walking with a relative, with whom she 
was not much acquainted. She looked to her mother for 


direction ; and when the mother said, “Go, my dear, and 
epjoy yourself,” then, she went without a question. So 
Peter went to Oesarea. 
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CESAREA AND ITS GUARD 
{From Footsteps of St. Peter] By J. R. Macduff, D.D.} 


HE city of Cesarea, with a mingled population of 
Jews, Greeks, and R mans, was to hava the honor 
and privilege of being that wherein the first sheaf of the 
Gentile harvest was to be reaped. This city, originally 
a fishing hamlet, nsmed “‘Straton’s Tower,” is now re- 
ducad to a few piles of ruin. The writer haa not person- 
ally seen it; but the most observant of travelers thus 
describes it: “On a rocky ledge, somewhat resembling 
that of Ascalon on the south, and D»>r on the north, rise 
the ruins of Caesarea, now the most desolate site in Pales- 
tine. Like the vast fragments of St. Andrews, in Scot- 
land, they ran out into the waves of the Mediterranean 
Sea, which dashes over the prostrate columns and huge 
masses of masonry; but, ualike ©t. Andrews,—unlike in 
this respect to mcst Eastern ruins,—no sign of human 
—se is to be found within the circuit of its deserted 
wa 

At the time of which we write, the cluster of fishing 
huts were transformed, as with an enchanter’s wand, 
into another of the megnificent monuments of Herod’s 
architectural taste and extravsgance. “ He-built it,” 
says Josephus, “all with white stone, and adorned it with 
the most splendid palaces.” We have recently spoken 
of the danger and insecarity of Joppa as a harbor, 
though geographically the natural seaport of Jerusalem. 
Bat this imperial butider resolved on an artificial ¢ qaiva- 
lent for the want of natural breakwaters, by erectung a 
huge harbor, where vessel" might take refuge from the 
unprotected swell of the M-diterranean when roused by 
the fury of the westerly winds. It consisted of a semi- 
circular mole, equal in dimensions to the Piraens at 
Athens, and composed of stones fifty feet long, sunk in a 
depth of sixty feet. At the extremity of the mole was a 
tower called Drusia, named in honor of the Roman 
Drusus; while the city itself was called afer the 
emperor, Cersarea Sebaste. Part of the modern ruins are 
probably those of the 'ewp'e, which crowned the heights 
of the city and the Sebastewm and which frmed a con- 
spicuous obj xct_to those afar: ff upon the sea. “It was 
to this temple that the famous shields, the dedication of 
which at J srusalem thre~ the nation intosuch a ferment 
in the time of Pontius Pilate, were, by the command of 
Tiberius, removed.” 

The city bicime the cfficial residence of the Roman 
rocurator, aod the Herodian family had here their 
palatial dwelling. It was thus made, according to Taci- 
tus, the capital of later Herodian dynasty ( Caput Judceae). 
It was free of the defect which attached to the old iniand 
metropolis, as that where there is “no galley with oars, 
neither gallant ship, to pass thereby” (Iss. 23: 21). 
“From that sea-girt city, Pom'ias P.late came yearly 
across the plain of Sharon, and up the hills, to keep 

on the Festivals on Jerusalem. It was the R man 
amphitheatre of Cesarea which was the sesne of Herod 

— loathsome and appalling death.” 

t would be beyond our parpose to do more than note, 
that the city bas more toan one asscciation with the 
apostle Paul. The last of these was in the guard-rocm 
of the Praetorium, where he was confiaed by Felix, and 
where he remained two years in bonds, before his final 
voyage to Rome. It was also the residence fur some years 
of Pailip the evangelist, whose Christian influenc 
jadgivg from the fearless zeal with which he prosscut 
nis mission in the towns of Samaria, could hardly fail to 
tell with power on its mixed popalation. 

At the time of which we speak, a cohort of six hundred 
soldiers were stationed in the barracks of this garrison- 
town. They were called ‘‘the Italian band,” becau‘e 
comp ed entirely of native R mans, the levied or pro- 
viacial troops not being considered so reliable in case of 
a revolt in the disturbed state of Palestine. Cesarea 
being, as we hav; jast noted, the residence of the R man 
viceroy, it was needful to have a body-guard on whose 
allegiance and fidelity he cou'd scrupulously depend. 
“The manner in which the Romans denominated and 
distinguished their bands and legions was very various. 
Sometimes it was from the order of places, and so they 
were called the fist and second band, according to their 
rank and precedency ; sometimes from the commanders 
they were under, as the Augustan and Clandian bands, 
etc., because persons of that name led them; sometimes 
from their own behavior, as the Victriz, the Ferrea, the 
OC »nquering, the Iron Band, etc, by reason of the great 
valor which in some sharp engsgements these had shown ; 
sometimes from the countries they werechiefly quartered 
in, as the German and Panonian band, etc.; aad some- 
times from the parts from whence they were gathered, as 
this is called the Italian band. 

Toe « ffi er at the head of this Praetorian guard was 
by usme Oornelius. Loyal in his allegiance to the rul 
Ce ar, he was at the same time the faithiul subject 
a greater than earthly monarch. He had attained, we 
know not through what instrumentality, to a knowledge 





of the true God. He had evidently shared the loftier 
aspirations of many of his contemporaries, in search of 
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that exmmum bonum which neither their philosophy nor 
religion could supply. Discarding the mythical legends 
and childish fabies of psgan mythology, which hed la- 
mentably failed to meet and answer “ the long-drawn 
sigh of humanity,” he and those of similar mold, had 
been arrested by the divine simplicity of the Hebrew 
faith. 

The writings of Moses and the Prophets, the lofty 
morality inculcated in psalm and proverb, had been 
made accessible and familiar to them through the wide- 
snread language of Greece, Tae knowledge and worsbip 
of the pure and holy God of Israel presented a calm 
harbor of refage amid the wide-spread atheism, the 
restless speculation, the deep and foul corruption of an 
exeeptionally reprobate age. Cornelius had accordingly 
renounced bis national idolatry, and had become a 
* proselyte of the gate””—worshiping Jehovah, but as a 
Gentile, remaining uncircumcised. 





HOUSE-TOPS. 
|From Bible Lands. By Henry J. Van-Leiep, D.D.] 


HE terraced roof of one house is often contiguous 
to thoee adjoining it, so that it is easy to pass from 
roof to roof, a means of escape of which fugitives fre- 
quently avail themselves. Oar Saviour, speaking to his 
disciples of the calamities which would come upon 
Jerusalem, warned them to leave the city on the: first 
appearance of the Romans. ‘‘And let him that is on 
the hovus3-top not go duwn”’ the staircase into the house, 
“neither enter therein to take anything out:” let him 
not go into the street already crowded with peasantry 
seeking refuge within the city walls, but let him fice 
from terrace to terrace, and thus escape from the city 
before the enemy shall compass it round about, and the 
gates be shut against him. Tousat the great earthqus ks 
of Aleppo, in 1822, the few that escaped with their lives 
happened to be upon the house: top, and not going down 
into the house or into the narrow streets, fea from rocf 
to roof till they reached the fields outsids the city. 
These fiat roofs, or terraces, are so netimes inclosed with 
a low parapet of masonry or a higher one of lattice-work, 
supported by wooten frames, whichscreen the women ot 
= household from the inquisitive gaze of the neighbor- 


Oar description of the flat roofs of the houses will 
also serve to explain several passages of Scripture. Dur- 
ing the summzr, the inhabitants of Palestine, Egypt, and 
Lower Mesopotamia habitually sleep upon the house- 
tops. There are chiefly occupied in the cities by the 
families, while the servants mustly lay down their bed- 
ding inthe court below. The poor sleep in the streets, 
the open squares, and the courts of the morques, rolling 
themselves ia a coverlet, and careful to streen their faces 
from the baneful inflaeace of the moon’s rays. Ia Per- 
sia the punishment of death is visited upon the man who 
ventures to gaz2 fcom his terrace upon any part of his 
neighbor’s premises where the women are exposed to 
view. It wasthus that King David was led into sin; 
nor is there such an apology fur him as might be claimed 
for the Sultan of Turkey, who has the right to require 
every woman to unveil herself in his pressnce. 

The flat roof is very convenient for such operations as 
require the heat of the sun. Here the washed wheat is 
spread to dry, as well as flax, and various vegetables and 
fruits, to be stored as winter provisions, Wool and cot- 
ton, when washed, are spresd out upon the roof, and 
here the clothes are hung. Rahah hid the spies sent by 
Joshua with the stalks of flax which she had “laid in 
order upon the roof to dry.” 

When anything of pubiic interest is occurring in the 
streets, the poorer houses having no upper story with 
windows, the men and boys rush out and line the thor- 
oughfares, while the veiled women and girls are seen 
ranged along the edges of the terraced roofs, or leaning 
over parapets. 

When successive shots are heard in the town, announ- 
cing an accidental conflagration, or the breaking iz of a 
cruel foe whcse progr: + is marked by fire and sword, men, 
women and chiidie» uasten to the house-tops, and gaze 
in anxious groups ss long as the danger lasts SS» also 
the house-top is resor'ed to as a place of prayer, for it 
is usually the most isolated and quiet spot in the house. 
There the rug is spread by the devout of every sect who 
seek comfort and consolation rather than a display of 
their own piety. Oa the occurrence of a death in the 
dwelling, mourners, especially priests, are stationed u 
the house-tops, and attract public attention by their la- 
mentations. And a prociamation is often made, as well 
as an address to the people, from the flat roof of a gov- 
ernment-house whicn looks down upon the meidan or 
public equare. Even the call to prayer is proclaimed 
trom the house-top, where there is no minaret or church 





THE SCENE ON THE HOUSE-TOP. 
[From Neander’s Planting and Training of the Christian Church.] 


T was about noon, on the next day, when Peter with- 
drew to the roof of the house (built flat, in the Orien- 
tal style) where he lodged at Joppa, in order to offer up 
his mid-day devotions. We can easily suppose that the 
prayer of the man who had been 20 zealous\y occupied in 
pubiishing the gospel in that region, would eepecially 
relate to this great object, the exieasion of the kingdom 
of Onrist, Aud now while new views respecting the 
spread of the gospel were opening to his mind, there 
might have taken place in his soul that conflict ot oppo- 
site principles to which we have already alluded, A 
divine lignt must decide the point, 
While thes occupied in = the demands of animal 
pature pressed upon him. He arose for the noon-tide 





meal, which had yet to be prepared. Ia the mean time, 
the meditations which had occupied him ia prayer sgaia 
abstracted him from sensible objects, Two tendencies of 
his nature met together, The n'gher, the power of the 
divine, had the mastery over his spirit, and the power of 
sensuous want over his lower nature, Thus, it came to 
pass, that the divine and the natural were mingled to- 
gether, not so as to obscure the divine; but the divise 
availed itself of the reflection of the natural as au image, 
a symbolic vehicle for the truth about to be revealed to 
Peter. The divine Jight that was breaking through the 
atmosphere of traditionary representations, and making 
its way to his epirit, reveaied itself in the mirror of sen- 
sible images which proceeded from the exisiing state of 
his bodily frame. 

Absorbed in divine meditations, and forgetting himself 
in the D.vine, Poster saw heaven open, and from thence 
a versel, as it had deen a great sheet knit at four corners, 
corresponding to the four quarters of the heavens, was 
let down to the earth. In this vessel he saw birds, four- 
foted beasts, and edible creeping things of yarious kinds, 
and a voice from heaven calied upon nim to slay one or 
other of these creatures and to prepare it for food. But 
against this requirement his Jewish notions revolted 
accustomed as he was to distinguish between clean and 
unc'ean meats. He now heard a voice from heaven 
which refuted: his scruples with these very significant 
words, “ What God hath cleansed, that call not thou 
common,” 

It is clear that in the explanation of these pregnant 
words, regard must be had to their ssveral references. 
Firs*, in tneir application to the sensible objects here 
represented. “ Thou must not by human wilfuloess make 
a distinction of clean and unclean between creatures, 
all of which God has declared to be clean, by letting 
them down to thee from heaven.” Tuais letting dowu 
from heaven was partly a symbol, that all are alike clean 
as being the creatures of God ; partly, that the new reve- 
lation, the new creature from heaven, presents all as 
pure, Then the higher application of the words intended 
by the Spirit of God, in reference to the relation of man 
to God; that every distinction of clean and unclean 
would be taken away from among men ; that all men as 
the creatures of God would be considered as alike clean, 
and would again become pure as at their oxiginal crea- 
tion, by the redemption that related to all. 





PETER SENT TO THE GENTILAGS, 
[From The Apostle Peter. By Samuel G. Green, D.D.] 


ae apostles were strangely slow in obeying the com- 
mission of their Lord to “ disciple ali nations.” It 
is posible that they did not even understand the trie 
scope of his command, In Jewish specca, “the utter- 
most ends of the earth” might denote but the boundaries 
of their own land, and national exc\usivaness was too 
ready to rest in this interpretasion, True, the Gentiles 
were to be gathered into the fsid of Obrist; but were 
they not to cume to the sacred soil, “ bendiag at the 
feet” of the favored Jews? Mast the apostles “ go forth” 
tothem? Yet the gift of tongues on the day of Pente- 
cost was, a8 we have seen, the expressive emblem of a 
world-wide commission. And now another as signifi- 
cant was to be set before the apostle in the form of a 
vision, that he might arise to the performance of the 
fiaal part of the tak for which “the keys of the king- 
dom” had been entrusted to him, and “ open the door 
of the faith” also “to the Gentiles.” ... 

He was “at Joppa, in the house of one Simon, a 
tanner, whose house is by the sea-side.’ Thus detailed 
is the description, in cvery point, of one of those events 
which mark a new epoch in tne history of mankind. 
Two visions herald the divine communication; the one 
to Cornelias, by his name a Roman nobieman, a devout 
centurion in the sea-port garrison of Ovsarea, “ about 
the ninth hour of the day,” i. ¢. the third hour before 
sunset; the other to Peter himself, at noon of the day 
following. The former vision directs a messenger to be 
sent to Feter, that he may briog to the centuriou’s house 
a message Of salvation, When the latter vision is seen, 
the messengers are already at Peter’s door. Thus are the 
instrament aad the recipient of the heavenly gifs pre- 
pared for each other. Curnelius cannot doubt the mission 
of Peter, nor can Peter question the right of Oornelius, 

The centurion was “a devout man,” a believer in the 
one God, yet it would seem not an observer of the law, 
excepting 80 iar as it contained the great principles of 
ail morality and religion, _His outward practices of 
piety were * prayers” and “alms;” he is nut described 
even a3 a proseiyte of the gate. The view of truth 
adapted to him, then, was thas which should unveil the 
true though hitherto unknown ground of his religious 
life, shouid combine the principies of faith and piety 
already manifest in his character into one harmonious 
whole, and by revealing Onrist, lead him into the light, 
To the Jews, such a man, notwithstanding his excellence, 
was religiously an inferior They might hold him ia 
good report, bat looked down upon nim still, They 
would nut worship with him. They dared not eat with 
him, He was aman “common and unclean.” Hence 
the significance of the vision, appropriate w the hunger 
experienced by Peter befure failing inwo a trance. ‘Lae 
opportunity seemed given him to satisfy that hunger. 
“All the qauadrupeds and reptiles of the earth, ail the 
bids of tne air,” appeared before him in that “ great 
sheet;” and when the fastidious apostie shrank irom 
obeying the summons to ‘slay and eat,” the words were 
“spoken thrice,” as befitted the solemnity of the an- 
nouncement which was to fourm the mow of a world-wide 
evangelism, “ What Gid ha:h cleansed, that call not 
thou common,” The Spirit which inspired, also inter- 
preted the vision ; and Peter obediently started, the next 
morning, for Ossarea, 





CHRISTIANITY WIDE AS THE WORLD. 
{From The Early Years of Christianity. By E. De Pressensé, D.D.] 


or apostle Peter was led by miraculous dispensation 
of God to shake off the yoke of Jewish exclusive- 
news, Notwithstanding the success of his mission ia 
Samaria, he had not abjarad his old notions; he still 
thought that all the prescriptions of the Mosaic law were 
in force. It was of the utmost iuportance that the 
apostle whose activity dud icflience were paramount at 
this period, should b» won over to the cause of a world- 
wide Christianity, God brought about this resuls ia a 
most remarkable mauaner, by the coincident iilumina- 
tion of aspecial revelation and of personal experience. 
There lived at this time in the town of Casarea,a R- 
man centurion named Cornelius, belonging to the Italian 
cohort, which maintained in those countries the authority 
of Rome, A heathen by birth, but conscious, like so 
‘many of his contemporaries, of unsatisfied religious 
needs, Cornelius bad, from his first contact with the 
synagogue, forsaken the worship of false gods and em- 
braced the Jewish faith (Acts 10:1), Bache had not 
fouad evan in it satisfaction of hear:. His upright and 
pious soul sought and required a more complete response 
to ita cravings. It is provable that OC rnelius may have 
already heard of the new reiizgion and of St. Pater; for 
the angel who appears to him, merely mentions the name 
of the apostle, and Cornelius unders ‘ands without farther 
explanation. The vague rumor of Obristianity which 
had reached him had perhaps rendered his prayers more 
fervent. However this may be, as he was in prayer, he 
suddenly saw in a vision aa angel of God, who told him 
that bis prayers were heard, and bade him send for the 
apostle Peter (Acts 10:3,8). At the same moment, 
Peter, who was at Joppa, received a revelation which was 
to prepares him to accede to the request of Cornelius. 

‘vhis revelation seems, at the first glance, to have ref- 
erence Only to the distinction between clean and unclean 
animals (Acts 10: 10,17). Bat all the institutions of 
Jadaism were closely connected, The distinc:ion be- 
tween animals rested on the same principle as the dis- 
tinction between days, places, and men, ‘Lil redemption 
had been wrought out, the original taint infected every- 
thing in a worid under the curse. It was only by excep- 
tion that certain men, certain days, certain fruits of the 
ground, certain animals, were raised ia part above the 
universal defilement, The Jewish peopie was the only 
fraction of humanity which was not profane: the dis- 
tinction between the clean and unclean animals sym- 
bolizad, therefore, one far more important, namely, the 
distinction between men. 

When Peter says, .\‘ 1 have never eaten anything com- 
mon or uaciean,” he epeaka‘as a Jew; he is pointing to 
the legal distiaction between mea and thiogs, Tae re- 
ply waich he receives, shows him the meaaing of the 
new covenant, God, by the blood of redemp:ion, has ia 
truth purified all that was defiled, Tne distinction be- 
tween a holy peopie and an unholy race is done away, 
like that between animals clean and uaclean; and thas 
Peter may and must go and preach the gospel to Oorne- 
lius the R man, 

We kaow what were the results of his preaching. The 
miracle of Pentecost was wrought afresa oa these con- 
verts from heathenism, and Peter exciaimed, ‘““Osn any 
man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, 
which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?” 
(Acts 10: 47.) La these words he boidly prociaimed Oaris- 
uianity to be wide asthe world. Tne deatn of Stephen 
was bearing its fraits, and a career, wide as the world, 
was opening to apostolic missions, 





CLEAN AND UNCLEAN. 
[By the Rev. Francis Garden, in Smiths’ Dictionary.] 


HE distinction between clean and unclean animals 
was divinely recognized, apparently as already famil- 
iar among meu befure the flood (Gen. 7:2), Animal 
food, on tne other hand, was fist permitted to man after 
the flood (Gan, 9:3, with 1:29 and 6:21); and that 
permission was coucned in the most general terms with- 
out reference to clean or unciean, It is piaia, therefore, 
that the basis of the dis'iaciion must be sought elsewhere 
than ia the fitness or uafitoess of the various animals to 
be used for food. LIadeed, some more satisfactory way of 
acc juating for human customs in regard to this use itself 
seems desirable than merely tradition, or sanitary instinct, 
or sentiment. 

Suca a basis both for the original distinction, and also 
for the difference ia regard w the u:e of aaimala for 
food, seems to be farnished by the fac that immediately 
after the flood Noah offered in sacritice of every clean 
beast and of every clean fowl (Gea. 8: 20). There must 
then have already existed a recugaizsd disunction among 
animals of clean and uacieaa according to their fi.mess 
or unfitness to be offered in sacrifice—a point probably 
determined by divine direction in the eariiest ages, 

This seems also to be the fandamen<ai idea ia tne word 
used to designate the clean animal, ‘Lhe aistinciion nav- 
ing once beea established for purposes of sacrifi.e, would 
nawuraily have passed on to food, since tne eating of 
animal tood was everywhere so closely connected wish 
the previous offering of a pact of the animal in sacrifics, 
When it became necessary or exp:dieat 10 extead the 
classes allowabie for food beyond wae very smaii namber 
ased for sacrifica, it was readily done by fuilowing the 
principle of similarity, and recoguiz\ng as suitabie for 
food those animais possessing tne same general character- 
isties as were reqair.d in Vicam: for saceiica, 

When by the yreat sacr.fice oa Calvary animal sacri- 
fices were done away, the basis for tne distinction in 
animals for food at once ceased, and man recurred again 
wo the broad permission of Gen. 9: 8, 
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OCorrzs of the Thanksgiving Exercise which appears 
in our columns this week can be obtained of Eben Shute, 
86 Bromfield Street, Boston, at the rate of fifteen 
cents a dozen. 


THAT our type is badly worn we are well aware. It 
is high time that our pages had a new dress, and we are 
glad to announce that this is their last appearance in the 
old garb. Next week we hope to present them to our 
readers in a more attractive and appropriate suit. 

Next Sunday, November 12, is the day of thanksgiving 
and prayer designated by the International Oonvention 
of Young Men’s Obristian Associations for the United 
States and Oanada, The entire week following is sug. 
gested as a week of prayer for a blessing on the work of 
the Associations. 


A LEADING evangelical paper of the Oburch of Eng- 
land is The Rock. It is now quite exercised because 
Oanon Ryle, the well-known evargelical preacher and 
writer, recently preached in a surplice, while in a 
church where that practice prevailed. It also takes 
serious exception to c-osses upon confectionery, lest the 
children should thereby acquire an appetite for popery 
It seems inclined to the opinion that plaia rock-candy is 
the only safe confectionery for evangelical children. 


Economy is an art, It takes time to bring it to per- 
fection. Two students in this line launching, a. few days 
ago, at Joshua Baily’s Model Coffee House, on Fourth 
Street, called for “a five-cent plate of stew and two 
plates,” so as to get a full meal each for two cents and 
a half. If those customers keep on in the study of 
econ my, they will be able, by and by, to manage ‘as 
closely as some of the country churches, which do not 
give even two cents and a half for the annual support of 
their Sunday-schools, 


AwMost everything finds its place under the head of 
religious statistics. A recent report of the western Yearly 
Meeting of the Society of Friends, published in the 
Friends’ Review, informs us that among the 12173 mem- 
bers of the local meetings of that juris iiction, “1,048 
families read the Scriptures daily in a collec:ive capacity, 
with a devotional pause,” while 1 170 members “ use to- 
bacco, 100 cultivate it, and 42 sell it.” Regular tobacco 
users just there seem to outnumber the regular leaders 
in family Bible reading ; but intelligent Bible readiog 
will pretty surely lessen the number of tobacco users, in 
the long run. 

PEOPLE who do not believe in occasional fasting would 
do well to ponder the fact that all the world over the 
anima!s in menageries are said to be put upon absti- 
nence from food one day in every week. Ia the New 
York Oential Park the animals appear to understand as 
well when fast-day comes as the most devout and intelli- 
gent Roman Catholic; and whereas at dinner-time op 
other days they are on the rampage, as hungry lions and 
tigers naturally would be, at the same time on fast-days 
they are in every condition of quiescence and content- 
ment, as though even the desire of food would be a sin. 
After all, some tigers appear to be quite as submissive to 
good discipliae, and quite as prompt to form good habits, 
as are the average men and women, 


OF course we ought to know a great deal more than we 
do, We should be glad if we did. It is a great annoy- 
ance to us, for instance, not to know what state a aub- 
scriber or other correspondent lives in when he omits its 
mention in his letter, Union Town, or Smithville, cr 
Oentreburg would be sufficiently explicit as an address, 
if only we were better informed than we are about the 
family residences of all who write to us. But in our 
ignorance the only way is for us to ask that our corre- 
spondents who expect any reply from us will indicate in 
what state their post-« ffica is located, in order that we 
may communicate with them. Our Business 
weports that many subscriptions are sent in to him without 





any mention of the state to which the paper or lesson 
helps are to be sent, and that those who are least explicit 
in giving this information are quickest to complain 
because the publications are not promptly forwarded to 
them. Moreover, we find that many items of intelligence 
which we would gladly make use of are of no service 
through lack of sufficient fallness of detail. Here, for 
example, comes a notice of a normal class in a Western 
state, which meets twice a month ; but it is not mentioned 
where the class meets, neither is it shown on what 
evenings of the month it assembles. A notice of that 
sort would be of little value to those who are as ignorant 
as we are of fects which our correspondents think are by 
no means worth mentioning. 


IF parents and teachers will take pains to show an in- 
terest in the church services which their children or 
scholars have attended, the children will not be back- 
ward in evidencing their own interest in such services 
In some homes, the father and mother always question 
their children, on their return from church, concerning 
the words of the prescher, or the Bible readings, or the 
hymns sung. In this way they quicken their children’s 
knowledge of, and interest in, the exercises of the 
sanctuary. There are children who invariably recite at 
home, and then record for permanent preservation, the 
sermon text or texts of each Lord’s Day. There are 
Sunday-school teachers, also, who have their scholars 
report to them regularly the texts of sermons they have 
heard. If, in addition to calling for the recitation of 
these texts, the teachers take occasion to say a few 
pleasant words about the truths taught in the tex's, or 
about the preacher’s sermons, the scholars are sure to 
have an interest week by week ia noting and reporting 
the tex's. At one of the boarding and day schools of 
Weat Philadelphia, the lady principal always calls upon 
her echolars on Monday morning to recite the tex's of 
the sermons heard by them the day before. Quite a 
variety of texts are thus brought out, and one result of 
this plan of recitation is that every scholar in that school 
wants to rememt er her pastor’s text; for if all the other 
girls can remember the texts from which they heard 
sermons, why should not she? It is a very common 
thing for Christian workers to complain that children 
take so little interest now-a-days in the services of the 
sanctuary. If more pains were taken to awaken and 
test their interest in those services, the children would 
come up to the best expectations which can fairly be 
entertained of them. 


Goop hearers are almcst as rare as good speakers, al- 
though much less is said about them. Quiet hearers are 
common enovgh in any congregation or social circle ; 
but other qualities than quiet listeaing enter into the 
composition of good hearing. A good hearer not only 
hears intelligently, but he hears responsively ; he shows 
by the expression of his face that he is listening with 
a‘tention and interest, He seems to have a share in the 
address to which he is listening. In fact, he does have a 
share in it. He helps the speaker, and gives added 
power to his words. Ask any wide-awake and effective 
preacher how many intelligent and responsive hearers he 
usually has before him ; and again ask him how much 
influence on his preaching a good hearer of this sort 
has, and you will be told that he has but few really good 
hearers, hearers who quicken and help him by their 
style of hearing, and that for every such hearer he is 
grateful. A man cannot even converse well unless there 
is good hearing on the other side as well as good talking 
on his, Not only must there be “ brilliant flashes of 
silence ” on the one side and the other, but there must 
be flashes of bright and sympathetic listening on both 
sides, to make a conversation what it ought to be. A 
lawyer is measurably dependent on the quality of hear- 
ing accorded to him by judge and jaror, for the elo- 
quence and effectiveness of his pleading. I: is the same 
with clergymen, and they commonly recognize this truth. 
“You are a good hearer,” has been said by many a pas- 
tor to some one of his audience who has stimulated and 
cheered him in his preaching, without ever saying a 
word to him. It isa good thing to be a good hearer. 
There is many an opening for such a co-worker ia 
Obristian service, Why cannot you fill that place in 
the sanctuary, even if you cannot preach or sing with 
power ? 





A POOR USE OF QUESTION BOOKS. 


HE poorest use to which a question book can be put, 
is for a teacher to bring it into a class and ask from 
it its questions of his scholars, And when we say a 
question book, we mean to include a weekly lesson leaf, 
or a monthly lesson sheet, or a quarterly collection of 





lesson leaves, or anything else which comprises a set of 
prepared questions on a Sanday-school lesson. 

Prepared questions—the most carefally prepared and 
most skillfally framed questions—are not designed to be 
used just as they stand, in the class ia the hour of reci- 
tation. The place for them is the study. They may 
be of real service to a teacher or a scholar in preparing 
for his class. They are out of place as a main reliance 
of teaching in the class. If, indeed, a teacher cannot get 
along in teaching without following closely the questions 
of his q1estion book, he has not yet learned how to teach, 
or what teaching is. If asking the question book questions 
is teaching, any scholar who can read can be a teacher. 
He can teach himself, or can teach other scholars. In 
this view of the case, a special teacher for each class is 
quite a surplusage. The scholars might as well teach 
each other, and so have the school rua without a corps of 
teachers. 

A lesson will not teach itself. A set of prepared ques- 
tions on a lesson will not teach that lesson. It is folly 
to supp%se that a series of questions can be arranged for 
any lesson, which will be ¢q1a!ly effective for all classes 
alike in all Sanday-schools. Qestions can be arranged 
which will bring all alike to the eximination of the 
lesson in hand, so that its main facts and evident teach- 
ings will be brought before the learner’s mind as he 
studies the lesson. Bat when a teacher js fairly at his 
work of teaching, he needs to bring the traths of the lesson 
for the day before his particular scholars in direct applica- 
tion to them personally, and he must shape and change 
his questions according to their comprehension and their 
apparent conditions of mind for the hour. 

He may have considered well his line of questioning, 
before coming to his claw; he may have planned to em- 
ploy certain forms of question; he may have written 
out, or have selected from the question book, particular 
qiestions which he would like to make use of; but he 
ought not to read off such questions from a book. They 
will surely lose their chief power if thus used. How ab- 
surd it wou!d be for a lawyer to cross question a witness 
in the courts by reading off a series of prepared questions, 
asking the next on the list, without any regard to the 
answer which had been given to that just asked! Or, 
for two gentlemen to discuss party politic: by reading off 
questions to each other, regardless of their appropriate- 
ness to the new phases of the discussion! It is scarcely 
less absurd to see a teacher before his Sanday-s:hool 
class, with question book ia hand, reading off its ques- 
tion in their order, and expectiag a certain set of an- 
swers in response. 

In fact, if a teacher knows so little about his lesson 
that he actually cannot ask any intelligent questions 
about it without reading them off from a bovk, why 
should he expect his scholars to know the lesson so thor- 
oughly that they can answer his questions without s 
book? If it isfair fof a teacher to read his questions from 
a book, it is fair for his scholars to read their answers 
from a book. O:herwise the scholars are expsctel to 
know their business better than the teacher knows his ; 
and if it has come to that, the sooner the teachers and 
scholars change places the better. Bata teacher who 
does understand his lesson will not read his questions 
from any prepared list. He is too fall of the truths he 
wants to teach to be hampered and bound by a question 
book, 

So it comes to this: If a teacher is seen reading off his 
questions from any lesson book or lesson sheet, you 
may be sure that he isa poorly farnished teaeher, and 
that he is willing to have it understood that he knows 
less about his work than his scholars are supposed to 
know about theirs, What teacher is content to remain 
under this condemnation ? 





THE COLD-WATER BRIGADE. 


is not a reform club, but a club that needs reforming. 

It is that large and efficient corps connected with most 

of our churches, which expends its energies—not in advo- 

cating the use of cold water, but in throwing it upon 

every project that involves labor or sacrifice. The fact 

being that most enterprises which promise valuable re- 

sults do involve more or less of labor and sacrifice, the 

cold-water brigade finds pretty constant employment in 

every church that has anything more than a name to 
live. 

So long as the church is content to go through with the 
regular weekly motions, the brigade kesps its camp and 
makes no sign; but whenever the flame of sacred love 
breaks out in a new spot, the alarm is sounded, aad the 
force is on hand prepared to put it out. 

The methods by which this work of extinguishing is 
done are various. The objectors, from this brigade, are 
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asuslly first on the ground, and a torrent of cavils is in- 
_stantly turned on to the new enterprise. 

“Tt isan innovation. Nothing of the kind has ever 
been attempted here.” This is the radical objection, and 
it is expected that it will be final. The first article in the 
constitution of the cold-water brigade is an affirmation 
that the status quo must be maintained, The fact that a 
thing never has been done is the strongest possible 
reason why it never should be done. The scribe that 
brings forth from his treasury things new and old, they 
cast out of the synagogue. The voice from heaven that 
says, “ Behold, I make all things new,” fills them with 
consternation. The wonder is how their physical life is 
maintained. One would suppose that they would object 
to their dinner every day, on the ground that it had 
never been eaten before, Bat the objection of conserva- 
tism is not the only stream which the otjectors of the 
cold-water brigade bring to bear upon every new project. 
“Tt would take work,” they say; whereas one trait of 
their faith seems to be, that in practical matters in God’s 
service, rather than in the plan of salvation, nothing 
either great or small remains for anybody to do, “It 
will make expense.” They believe not only in a free 
salvation but in freedom from the duty of working out 
their own salvation. “It may do very well in other 
places but it wouldn’t work here.” The fact that others 
have bread enough and to spare is no reason, they think. 
why they should not starve if they want to. 

But the obj<ctors form only one battalion of the cold- 
water brigade. The questioners come next. And the 
stream of inquiries which they are prepared to turn on is 
usually one of great volume, and practically inexhausti- 
ble. Moreover, all their queries are such as to suggest 
difficulties and discouragements. They do not oppose 
your preject—ob, no! they only want to know how you 
are going to secure this result, and how you expect to 
meet that difficulty, and how you can hope to overcome 
some other obstacle. If the work proposed presents any 
hopeful aspects, they make it their business not to see 
them. Their mission is to raise doubts. 

After the questioners come the mutes, They have 
nothing to say. They come to listen. The most they are 
prepared to do is to look very wise, or very dubious, pos- 
sibly to shake their heads in an incredulous fashion, or, 
if they break silence at all, tosay “Humph!” Bat itis 
wonderful how much can be done in this way to extin- 
guish the fires of Christian zeal in any church or Sunday- 
school. On the whole the mutes are the most efficient 
force connected with the cold-water brigade, unless it be 
what might be sarcastically called “the band of hope.” 
This is composed of those who decline all labor in behalf 
of a new undertaking, but expend their strength in 
hoping that it msy succeed. “I hope that you have 
counted the cost;” ‘I hope that you will find plenty of 
help ;” “I hope that it will not turn out to be a foolish 
preject.” These are the weapons of their warfare. I 
must be admitted that there are few more effectual 
methods of throwing cold water than this. 

The oppcsition of this cold-water brigade is one of the 
most formidable difficulties that Ohristian laborers are 
called to encounter. What shall be done with these 
people? It is useless to srgue with them. It is foolish 
to get angry with them. The only thing to do is to re- 
double diligence, and push on work in spite of them ; by 
faith and prayer and holy energy to kindle so hot a fire 
of Christian love and enthusiasm that many waters can- 
not quench it. 





THE WEEK OF PRAYER. 


NITED prayer is so desirable, and so thoroughly 
scriptural, that Christians generally are prompt to 
respond to a call for it, and to accept without question 
the designation of a!most any season for it, by any persons 
or organizations worthy of their coufidence and respect. 
Hence it is that the week of universal prayer for the 
world's conversion to Christ has come to be widely recog- 
nized as a season of hopeful effort for new attainment in 
church and individual religious life. Hence also the 
dsys of universal prayer for Sunday-schools and the 
week of universal prayer for the Young Mens Christian 
Associations are coming to be taken each year almost asa 
matter of course. 

There are many Christians, it is true, who ask why it 
would not be well to accept the season of Lent as a fitting 
time for all these days and weeks of united prayer, and 
thus to secure yet greater uniformity in its observance in 
all branches of the Christian church. And there are 
others who are no more willing to give prominence 
to one season of prayer designated by a self-conastituted 
committee in this or that country, than to anothe 
season which has for centuries been observed for 


purposes of special devotion by the larger part of Chris- 
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tendom In fact, the question is, with many, an open 
one, whether it would not be best to accept as a common 
season for universal prayer for the varied interests and 
agencies of work of the church of Christ, that portion 
of the year which has for so long been thus observed ; 
or, if this be unwise, then not to give any special 
prominence as times of universal prayer to those seasons 
which may be designated by local or special commit- 
tees here and there. 

Yet, notwithstanding these questions, there is a wide- 
spread interest in all these occasions of concerted prayer, 
and it is certainly a good sign that this isso. We have 
already called attention to.the days of prayer for Sunday- 
schools, and the week of prayer for the Young Men’s 
Christian Associations, and we now give herewith the 
recommendation, by the British organization of the 
Evangelical Alliance, of subjects to be considered day by 
day in the next announced week of universal prayer— 
which is January 7-14, 1877. 


Sunday, January 7.—Sermons :—Christian fellowship (1 
Jobn 1: 7). 

_ Monday, January 8.—Thanksgiving and Confession,—in 
the review of the past year. 

Tuesday, January 9.—Prayer :—For the Holy Spirit onthe 
universal church, (Joel 2 ; 28):—for its deliverance from error 
and corruption, and its increase of faith, activity, holiness, 
and Christian charity. ’ 

Wednesday, January 10.—Prayer for families :—for the un- 
converted ; for sons and daughters at school and college, and 
for those abroad ; for any in sickness, trouble, or temptation ; 
and for thoze who have been recently “ added to the church.” 

Thursday, January 11.—Prayer for nations:—for rulers, 
magistrates, and statesmen ; for philanthropic and benevolent 
institutions ; for a pure literature, the spread of sound educa- 
tion among the people, and the maintenance of peace. 

Friday, January 12.—Prayer for Christian missions to the 
Jewsand Gentiles (Luke 24: 47) ; for Sunday-schools; and for 
the conversion of the world to Christ. 

Saturday, January 13 —Prayer for the observance of the 
Christian Sabbath ; for the promotion of temperance; and for 
the safety of those “ who go down to the sea in ships, that do 
business in great waters,” 

Sunday, January 14.—Sermons :—one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all (Eph. 4: 5, 6), 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 
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be ee ee are 
national lesson series appears, in a correspondent who 
writes to us from Northern New York, with the follow- 
ing suggestion : “ Would it not be well to have an In- 
ternational course of Bible study for our Sanday-schools, 
to extend over, say three or four, or perhaps five years? ' 
We deem the proposed plan an excellent one. We shal] 
be glad to know how it strikes workers generally. If the 
plan is adopted, our correspondent (whose name we 
guard sacredly meantime) is clearly entitled to credit 
for his proposition. The fact that his project is not a 
new one, only puts him abreast of all other claimants in 
the race for the honors of discovery. 


A Sunday-school teacher living in a rural village 
writes that the vicinity of her home is fast becoming 
missionary ground. The church and Sanday-school with 
which she is connected have been closed for two Sabbaths 
because “ everybody has gone to the Centennial.” She 
adds: ‘“ Were I a blackboardist, I should say, 

HILADELPHIA AND 
OLITICS 

REVENT OB 
RECLUDE 
RESBYTERIAN 
IBTY.” 

We are slow to admit that the machinery of our Ameri- 
can government is a necessary hindrance to Christian 
faith or Ohristian living ; and as for the astonishing sug- 
gestion that Philadelphia is not helpfal to Presbyterian- 
ism, we dare not entertain it, but pass the conundrum on 
to 1834 Chestnut Street. " 


From the principal of a prominent high school in Ver- 
mont comes this appreciative comment on the “ Scholars 
Quarterly,” with a suggestion for a change in its mode of 
issue : 

Your “ Scholars’ Quarterly” is the best thing for its pur- 
pose that I have seen; far superior to any question beok or 
lesson paper that has come to my notice. May I make a 
suggestion? Cannot the editor prepare the whole for 1877, 
before January 1, and you issue it in one volume, bound in 
paper covers as now? Thus the expense of sewing and 
binding four books could be reduced to that of onc. One Bible 


Dictionary would then do for all. The point is, the saving of 
expense, and the putting it at such a price as would make it 
largely supplant all question books and lesson papers issued 
on the present plan. With the same size of type and paper 
as now,—and I think they ought to ba the same,—could it not 
be supplied to Sabbath-schools at $15 to $18 per hundred ? 
- « » Of course I know nothing of such obstacles as you may 
know to such a plan. 


We are always giad of the suggestion of aa improve- 
ment in any of our lesson helps. These helps have come 
to their present shape chiefly through our availing our- 
selves of varied hints and suggestions from skilled work- 
ers ana practical teachers in diffsrent parts of the coun- 
try. But the “Scholars’ Quartenly” was started to mcet 
@ want of something between a question book and a les- 
son leaf. I: was made to cover a quarter’s lessons so that 
it might be used by schools which were not ready to in- 
vest the amount for a fall year’s supply, or which were 
not in session during one q1arter or another of the year. 
By its present form and mode of issue it has obtained an 
entrance into very many schools which would not at first 
have taken it for a longer period than three months ; and 
when once it is in a school we fiad itis sure to remain 
there. Morenver, as the number for the first quarter of 
1877 is already psssing through the press, it is now too 
late to prepare the numbers for a full year before Janu- 
ary 1, And obviously, if the work for a year were hurried 
in this way, there could be no such thoroughness in its 
execution as is attained with its present plan of prepara. 
tion. Whatever superiority the “ Scholars’ Quarterly ” 
possesses is chiefly due to the extra labor on it, number 
by number, throughout the year. Zhat advantage it 
would clearly be unwise to yield. 


A correspondent from Michigan is troubled on a doc- 
trinal point. He writes: : 

Belief and faith—is there any difference in these? A 
leading preacher in the West says there is, and in support of 
this view he quotes James 2:19, “The devils also believe, and 
tremble.” Now we deny the distiaction, and claim that the 
difference is altogether in the thing believed. Thus, if there 
is a cry of fire, we run for water; of burglars, we seek for 
help; if we hear of a package of money addressed to us at 
the post or express office, we go there; and in all matters of 
temporal or eternal interest in precise proportion to the chart 
acter and importance of the thing believed, we express our 
faith by our actions. Now what do the devils believe? Not 
in escape and salvation. No,no; the very opposite. Mercy 
is not offered to them. Wat they believe in is darkness and 
doom forever, under omnipotent power and irreversible 
decrees, and no wonder they tremble. As the distinction 
above named is held up so often in our otherwise very inter- 
esting Saturday evening Bible readings, and tends to confusion 
on a very important point, willsome of your able contributors 
let in the light for the whole line of Bible students at once? 

No statement by an uninspired writer is likely to pat 
an end to discussion conceraiag the fall meaning of the 
words “faith” and “ belief.” The Ohristian church 
has been in controversy on this point from the beginning. 
But it seems to us very clear that there is a marked dif- 
ference and a well-defined distinction between believing 
about a person and believing in a person or on a person. 
Belief always rests on a person. A cry of fire would not 
alarm us unless we believed that the person uttering it 
was telling the truth. S)of any statement. The ques- 
tion is one of confidencs in the person who makes it. 
Belief involves the idea of confidence in either our own 
senses or the testimony of others. Faith in God is belief 
in God, or confidence in God. There may bea belief 
about God, which is not a belief in God. A man may 
have a belief that God exists, and not have a belief in 
God as one who is to be loved and trusted. He will thus 
have a belief about God, which is not a belief in God. 
He has a belief which is not faith. He lacks that readi- 
ness to trust himself to God, which is an essential of faith 
in God. “Thou believest that there is one God; thou 
doest well: the devils also believs, and tremble,” says the 
apostle James. Such a belief about God as this is, how- 
ever, not belief or faith in God. “ Bat without faith it 
is impossible to please him,” says Paul; “for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he isa 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” Belief that 
God is, and that he lovingly receives those who serve 
him, is faith in God. There is, therefore, a sense in 
which faith and belief are synonymous; bat in speaking 
of belief and faith as applied to the Christian life, we 
speak of that belief advut the Lord Jesus Ohrist which 
80 many persons have who are yet unready to trust them- 
selves to him, as over against that faith in him which is 
the joy and peace of all who believe in him, and who are 
saved because they thus take him at his word, as their 





personal Saviour, 
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WORKERS IN CONNCIL. 


(Information for this department—inciuding early reports of Oon- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received.) 





CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


New Jersey, State, at Salem November 14-16, 1876, 
Maryland, State, at Hagerstow.......0-+--sssesrsers November 22-24, 1876. 
New Hampshire, State, at LACOMIR.......++...-0-++00-++-December 4-6, 1876. 








NORMAL-CLASSBS AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, Led by the Rev. Principal Oavan, of Knox 
College. 

Roston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 8 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 8 P.m. Led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Rochester, N. ¥., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening. in the ¥Y. M. 0. A. Hall, . 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
8 p.u., in the ¥. M, 0. A. Hall, 

Elmira, N Y.. Union Normal Class at the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 P.m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel ; Conductor for November, Rev. Jesse Lyman 
Hurlbut Primary Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 2.45 
p.m,in the Y. M. 0. A. Lecture-room; Oonductor for November, 
Miss KE. Crothers. Normal Class every Friday at 7.45 p.m, in the 
chapel of the Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church; Conductor, 
Ralph Wells. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday-school Union, the seeond Monday evening 
of each month, at Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening at the Y. M. 0. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, at the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A Rooms, No, 83 Fifth Avenue. 

*Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4P.m., at No. 8 North Charles Street. 

Loultsville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 p. M., at the Y. M. 0, A. Rooms, 

Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon, Training-class for Christian Workers, every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M.C.A chapel, and both conducted by C. 
P Jacobs. 

St. Louis, Teachers’ Normal-class and Lesson Study every Thursday 
in the First Presbyterian Church, Corner Fourteenth Street and 
Lucas Place, at 8 P.m. Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for 
Institute work the first Tuesday evening of each month, in 
Pilgrim Oongregational church. 

Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 

Saturday at noon. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Association (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month, 
Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lemon Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the ¥. M.0, A, Hall. Led by the Rev, A. T. Pierson. 





MASSACHUSETTS CONVENTION. 
BY THE REV, 8, L, GRACEY, 


VER three ‘hundred delegates to the twenty-second 
aunual meeting of the Massachusetts Sanday School 
Convention assembled in the First Baptist Church of 
Lowell on Wednesday and Thursday, October 25, 26, 
Great efforts had been made by the State Executive 
Committee to have everything in order for a thoroughly 
good time; and the enthusiasm of the meeting at each 
sesiion demonstrated their wisdom in the selection of 
helpers, and the ability of the speakers to thoroughly 
arouse the highest interest in the themes they treated. 

The Rev, Smith Biker, of Lowell, presided over the 
deliberations; and by his genial manner and ready man- 
agement, he placed on the board the several courses of 
our rich banquet with an ease that made all the guests 
feel at homes. Of course Brother Shute was secretary 
and managing spirit of the Convention, and he contrib- 
uled greatly to the success. 

We were welcomed to the ‘ Oity of Spindles” by the 
Rev. F. J, Wagner, of the Methodist church, He made 
apt allusion to the Sunday-school as like to one of their 
vast mills ; and he drew appropriate lessons from the hum 
and rattle of shuttle and loom, driven by the mighty 
water-power of their river, which he compared to the 
power of the Holy Ghost, necessary to drive the mighty 
machinery of the Sunday-school, now brought to such 
high degrees of perfection. 

The Siate Committee had planned the programme so 
as to present a careful consideration of these four general 
themes: First, The Sanday-school work, Second, The 
workers, Third, The machinery. Fourth, The power. 

The Rov. A. P. Foster, of Chelsea, presented a vary 
clear aud inspiring address on the worth of the soul, in 
which he considered the soul as the crowning glory and 
highest part of man, He spoke of the unity in com- 
plexity of man’s nature, and especially of the develop- 
ment of man’s spiritual part. He alluded to the moral 
faculties, which placed man in the same classification 





with God. The soul’s worth could only be discovered as 
we appreciated its immortality, its capabilities, its victory 
over the sinfal tendancy of the lower nature. It ap- 
p2ars in what God does for it in the wonderfal adapta- 
tions of life, and the concentration of the forces of the 
world to its good. All the world is commissioned to 
labor for it, and a wonderful scheme had been devised 
for its salvation. In that Christ died to redeem the soul, 
we find the highest estimate of its value. The highest 
possible price the universe could offer for purchase- 
money was not withheld when man’s salvation was de- 
pendent upon its presentation. 

This was followed by an address of Ralph Wells, which 
cannot be reproduced on paper any more than the 
electric spark of the telegraph can be conveyed in the 
written messsge which is delivered at your door. His 
address was confined to the question, ‘ Our unsaved echol- 
ars: what can we do for them?” He thought we should, 
first, try to realizo what it is to be an unsaved scholar. 
Second, Balieve he can be saved now, Third, The teacher 
must be what he wanted them to be. He urged with 
great empharis and apt illustration the necessity of per- 
sonal and individual effort. He illustrated this thought 
by allusion to a scene witnessed while on his way to this 
meeting. He saw men in the orchards gathering apples. 
A rade shake would bruise the fruit, so with great care 
the farmer gathered each apple separately. 8» souls are 
to be hand-picked for God. Many incidents were given 
whioh demonstrated the effectiveness of this method of 
labor. Fourth, The path to the prayer-room and mercy- 
seat must be well trodden. Fifth, Punctuality is essen- 
tial, Do. now what you know you ought to do for the 
salvation of men, Sixth, Make it a life-work. What 
business have we to faint or grow weary ? God calls, souls 
are perishing ; work, work quickly, or you will be too late. 
Lastly, Train the saved scholars for usefalness and for 
heaven, 

Over a thousand persons gathered in the afternoon 
session, when the general subject of ‘' 7he workers” was 
considered, The Rev. Dr. J. H. Vincent spoke on the 
“ Authorities of the Sunday-school.” He showed the 
importance of organization when any great work is to be 
acccmplished, and the necessity of first-class «flicers in 
the Sanday-school. He began with the duties of the 
sexton, Next, its treasurer, who should receive revenue 
from the church to mee! the expenses of the school as a 
department of the church. The secretary shculd keep a 
history of the scholars. The teachers were responsible 
for the order in their classes. The chorister should be a 
devout Christian, in sympathy with the old hymns of the 
church. Tae superintendent and ,the pastor received a 
larger share of the attention of the speaker. 

William Reynolds, of Peoria, Ill, made a thrilling 
address on “The responsibility of the teacher for good 
work in hisclass.” He insisted that each teacher should 
regard his class as the special parish or field for which 
God»has made him responsible, 

The Rev. Dr. J. 8. Withrow, of Park S!reet Church, 
Boston, followed in the consideration of the same ques- 
tion, He said the teacher’s responsibility of to-day was 
greater than it was in former times; the facilities for the 
work were greatly multiplied. A teacher for five dollars 
can now possess himselfof a better library than many 
ministers had fifty years ago. The measure of the teach- 
er’s responsibility is increased when we remember the 
impressible period at which the pupils are placed in 
their hands, 

Moses H. Sargent, cf Boston, delivered an interesting 
address on “ The responsibility of Christian scholars in 
the Sanday-school work.” He was followed by Ralph 
Wells in an address on “ The means by which the pri- 
mary-class teachers may interest their scholars and do 
them the most good.” 

One of the most interesting features of the day was the 
social reunion and banquet held in one of the large pub- 
lic halls of the city. The five living members of the first 
State Committee, which called the first convention held 
in Boston, in 1855, were present, and made interesting 
addresses. 

In the evening an immense congregation gathered in 
the Baptist Church to listen to addresses by Ralph Wells 
and William Reynolds, and at the St. Paul’s Methodist 
Ohurch a crowded house greeted Dr. Vincent. Brother 
Wells spoke on “The teacher and his Bible.” He 
alluded to his experience and reception as a Bible 
distributor to Italian soldiers, under the shadow of St. 
Peter’s at Rome, three years since. He said the world 
never needed the Bible so much as now. He first con- 
sidered the use of the Bible by the teacher himself. Bury 
yourself in the gospel ; it is a blessed burial. Read, di- 
gest, and teach it for yourself, and be yourself nourished 
by it, Do not go to it simply.to establish an opinion 
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formed by yourself. Take time to read and study it. 
Read it in all its parts and relations, then will you be 
prepared to teach when you go to your class. Let me 
give you four links to help you remember what you read 
and have your scholars remember. 

First, give it red-hot; link your lesson to other parts 
of the Bible; link your lesson and the life of the child 
together ; link your lesson to Christ. Whatever else may 
be said of usin the last day, let it mot be said that we 
owned a neglected Bible, 

Mr, Raynolds spoke of “The teacher’s power.” He 
must have a love for the work. Ia teacher goes to his 
class merely from a sense of duty, he will not be likely to 
succeed. If you would gét out of the slavish service of 
mere duty, go to the garden of Gethsemane with Jesus, 
and realizs, if you can, what he suff-red for you. Taere 
must be great sympathy in order to catch souly. No 
man ever is saved for doing as well as he feels. Earneat- 
ness is another element of power. There is only one 
short life for Jesus, let us be in intense earnest in his 
work. Ba consistent. Keep the channel open between 
your soul and God by much prayer. 

The singing at each of the evening sessions was con- 
ducted by a large choir of childrex who led the congre- 
gation in some of the magnificent old hymns of the 
church with an occasional modern prodaction of the best 
class, 

Oa Thursday moraing the Rsv. Dr. S:eele conducted a 
Bible reading service which was of the most instruc‘ive 
character. He presented “ The ABLEs of the New Testa- 
ment.” First: The Power of God’s word as the instru- 
ment of spiritual transformation (2 Tim. 3: 15 17 ; 2 Oor 
10: 4; Acts 20:32; Jas. 1: 21). 

Second: What God is able to do in us aud through us 
(Matt. 9: 28; Luke 3:8) Eventhe most unpromising 
cases (Rom. 4: 20 21; Heb. 11:19; Rom, 14:4; Heb. 
2:18; John 10: 29; Rom. 8: 39; 2 Tim. 1:12; 2 Cor, 
9:8; Eph, 3: 20; Heb, 7: 25; Pail. 3: 21; Matt. 19: 26 
(in the Greek “ able”) ; Mark 9: 23). 

Third, The human “ables” when guided with divine 
strength (2 Tim. 2:2; 2 Cor. 3:6; Titus1:9; Epb, 
8: 17,18; Eph. 6: 11,16; 1 Cor, 10:13; James 3:2; 2 
Peter 1: 15). 

Uader the head of “Sanday School Machinery,” Mr, 
Raynolds discussed opening and closing exercises. The 
Ray. J. 8. Ostrander spoke on the use and abuse of the 
question book and lesson papers. Dr. Vincent spoke on 
normal-class work. Mr, Kemp, of Boston, gave an his- 
torical sketch of the progress and development of Sunday- 
school literature. 

The Executive Committee reported having held under 
their auspices, dariog the last year, forty-one distinct 
meetings. $1606 had been spent by the society during 
the year, $2 447 had been received, leaving a balance in 
the treasury of $840, which was increased by pledges 
amounting to another thousand dollars. The following 
executive committee was elected for the mext year: 
Eben Shute and H. J. Darling, Boston; D. H. Brigham, 
Springfield; Smith Baker, Lowell; C. H. Hatchins, 
Worcester ; O. H. Daniels, Franklin Oounty ; L. B, Bates, 
South Boston ; H,S. Porter, Lynn; 8. L Gracey, Wey- 
mouth, 


Mr, Raynolds conduc‘ed a Bible reading on ‘The 
Bible, a book of assurance.” He gave a running com- 
ment on the following passages, which were read by the 
audience, Rom. 7:18; 1 John 3:15; 1 Peter 1: 1819; 
Job 20: 25; John 9: 25; 1 Johu 3:14; 2 Tim, 1:12; 
Rom, 8: 28; 2 Oor. 5:1. 

The closiag session was the best of this rich feast. The 
Rav. De. Luther T. Townsend, of Boston University, 
delivered an addre:s on “ Aggressiveness in the opera- 
tiops of the Holy Spirit.” He was followed by Dr. 
Viccent in,the same line of thought, “ The teacher, and 
the tongue of fice.” After farewell words by the Ray. O. 
D. Barrows, of Lowell, this exceedingly profitable and 
successful convention was brought to a close. 





ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FOREIGN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, 
BY MISS F. E, WINSLOW. 

HE annual meeting of the Foreign Sunday School 
Association, was held in Brooklyn, at Dr. Storre's 
church, on the evaning of Sanday, October 22. Ad- 
dresses were delivered to an attentive audience, composed 
of workers in the Assiciation, and numerous friends of 
the Sanday-school cause, by the Rsv. Dr Storrs and the 
Rev. Mr. Baker of Brooklyn, and the Rey, Mr, Marliag 

of New York: William E Dodge, presiding. 
Mr. Baker, in making the opening remarks of the 
evening, said that the Sunday-school was peculiarly an 
Anglo-Saxon institution, arising out of a great religious 
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movement, in reaction from a peculiarly dead condition 
of the churches; this movement culminated in the year 
1830. Althongh so much has been gained in our methods 
of instruction, important lessons are still to be learned in 
respect to courses of study. The systems of secular 
schools should be reviewed and copied, so far as to secure 
regularly graded classes in our Sunday-schools, with 
thoroughly competent teachers. The Sanday-school is 
yet in its infancy in these respects. But Sunday-school 
instruction lacks its greatest element of p wer, if it does 

not get hold of the child’s heart. Obhristianity is a life, 
not a system of dogmas; and all the labor and erudition 
of teachers is without ava'l, if the child-heart is not 
brought into contact with the loving heart of C arist. 

The speaker then’ gave some acciuat of the workings 
of the society ia Germany, as they had come under his 
personal observation, regarding it as the great hope of 
overcoming the present religious condition of Germany. 
The religion of the higher classes is that of expediency, 
that of the middle classes is nothing, while the lower 
part of the p2ople still keep up a sort of enforced ou'side 
observance. Tae Sanday-school work seems to give new 
life, and is looked on with favor by many of the educated 
profassors, and others, while some of the highest church 
authorities are in sympathy with this work. 

The Rsv. Mc. Mrling spoke principally of two points | 
that had strack him with reference to the methods of 
work pursuad by the Association, First, the simplicity of 
its organization; it has no expensive machinery. It is 
usually a matter of regret that so much money is una- 
voidably expended in machinery, which, in proportion, 
accomplishes but amall results in the distant fields for 
which it is given, so great distance is thus placed 
tween giver and receiver. Oa the plan pursued by this 
Asscciation, communication is secured between helpers 
and helped, by means of personal correspondence, and 
the amount of money contributed tells to its fall extent. 
Money is only sent in aid of what is done on the 
spot, so that every dollar given, secures several in the field 
to which it is destined. And this brings us to the second 
advantage of the Association : its principle of developing 
local slf help. It is not to send over agents who know 
little of the language and less of the peop'e they go to; 
but to find in each place some earnest Christian man or 
woman, who with divine help will begin the work, acting 
as a centre; ss the field enlarges he gradually draws 
about him all the earnest Christian working element of 
the place, and a Sunday-school, more or less prosperous, 
is the result, sure to multiply into others, as time brings 
up the little ones taught, into the front ranks of life and 
action. 

It is following Ohrist’s example, who sent Hebrews to 
preach’ to Hebrews, to select one from among the people 
to commence this work; some one who knows the man- 
ners, customs, and prejadicss of his fellows, and can 
combat or avoid them as the case requires. 

When the living workers are found, small sums of 
money are sent, in aid of what can be given on the spot ; 
thus, as must always be the case, reformation is attempted 
from within. We pass over the kings and mighty po- 
tentates of the earth, and work through the hearts of 
little children; and as mighty mountains are disinte- 
grated by the action of little streams of water, so if the 
hoys and girls can be won to Christ, they may accomplish 
a work that nations, armies, and churches have failed in 
carryiog through. 

Dr. S:orrs said that to us Sunday-schools need neither 
argument nor eulogy. They have taken their place so 
naturally among us, that we might as well argue to prove 
the beauty of the sualight. There are many reasons 
why we should send the blessing of our Sunday-school to 
foreign nations. E,arope has given to us its literature, 
arts, etc., and the Sanday-school is indispensable to the 
Christian civilization of the world, European inflaence 
is so great, that to Oaristianizs Earope is to Christianize 
the world. What a difference to our country if the 
8,000 000 emigrants she has sent to us, had been reared 
in Sunday-schools ! 

Ia the religions abroad, there /s almost no divine en- 
ergetic force. R man Catholic or Protestant, it is dead 
orthodoxy. R me isa city of atheists and infidels; or- 
thodox Germany is speculative or indifferent: both sys- 
tems agree in discarding the Sabbath, in subverting the 
idea of conversion, and in discharging from the mind of 
the people the living word of God. Tae surest means 
to reach these evils is by tne Sunday-school. We cannot 
fight the elders into Caristianity, but the minds of little 
children can be impressed, as a kind of stone that cuts 
like cheese but hardens in the air ; so the good inflaences 
of their youth will harden into strength and permanencs. 
The famous ice palace, built by one of the czars of 
Rassia, was so strong that it could not be battered down, 





but it melted beneath the warm rays of a single summer. 
So must the temperature of modern Exarope, with its in- 
fidelity and superstition, be modified and changed by the 
combined rays flowing from the Sun of Righteousness. 
The exercises were happily brought to a close by a 
few gracefal and appropriate words by William E. Dodge, 
the sympathizing friend of the society, and a generous 
collection was taken up for the prosecution of the work. 





IN PROSPECT. 


N Wednesday, November 224, the Maryland State Su..- 
day School Ounvantion is to meet at Hagerstown, and 
to remain in session three days. The Rey. Dr. Vincent, 
is to help them during the first and second days of the 
meeting, and a strong force of their own state workers 
is announced in addition. The programme partakes of 
the advanced spirit of the times, including Normal 
Work, How to Teach, Teachers’-Meetings, Lesson 
Helps, etc. 

The call of the Convention gives some items of infor- 
mation which we append as of importance to those pro- 
posing to attend. The call says: 

All pastors and Sunday-school superintendents in the state 
are members of the Convention, together with one delegate 
from each school and delegates elected by different Sunday- 
school associations and conventions. Schools having over 
two hundred scholars can send two delegates. Lady dele- 
gates may be elected. Those expecting to attend will please 
notify the chairman of the committee at Hagerstown, Mr. B. 
F. Kendall. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and the Western Mary- 
land Railroad, will return free over their roads all delegates 
who pay full fare in going to the Convention, upon the certifi- 
cate of the Secretary of the Convention. 

The fare from Baltimore to Hagerstown is $2.50. The 
cars on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad will leave Balti- 
more for Hagerstown on Wednesday morning, Nov. 22d, at 
8 o’clock, and on the Western Maryland Railroad will leave 
at 7.40 a.m. A committee will be at the depot at Hagers- 
town on Wednesday noon, November 22, to assign persons to 
their homes. Sunday-school superintendents are requested 
to have delegates elected to the Convention, and to do what 
they can to secure a large attendance. 








PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. 


—————— 


SOCIETY for promoting legislation for the control 
and care of habitual drunkards, has been formed in 
London. 


—The Rev. Dr. Schereschewsky, recently elected Mis- 
sionary Bishop to China, by the Protestant Episcopal 
House of Bishops, is a converted Jew. 

—Philip Phillips was singing in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
at-the latest advices. Tae venerable Dr. Bonar was 
chairman of the first meeting, and some of his owh sweet 
bymns were sung. , 

—On March 7, 1804, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society was formed. Oa that occasion the sum of £700 
was contributed. The income of this society last year, 
was more than one million dollars, 


—In the District of Columbia and Baltimore, the 
statisiics of the colored Sunday-schools in connection 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church show 40 schools, 
213 officers, 736 teachers, 7,404 scholars, and 227 con- 
versions during the year. 


—The Sunday School Union of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church has appointed the Rev. J. B, Ford its agent 
for the South. He is not to seek money, but to hold in- 
stitutes and normal classes. His address is Cleveland, 
Tenn., where those needing his services can reach him. 


—The managers of the Brooklyn Sunday School Union 
have re-elected as their officers the following: President, 
Israel A. Barker; Vice-President, Lewis 8. Pilcher ; Cor: 
responding Secretary, Theodore Sturgis; Recording 
Secretary, John R. Morris ; Treasurer, Charles O. Mudgé. 


—Oharles M. Morton has closed his labors at Piy- 
mouth Bethel, Brooklyn, and has gone to Chicago, where 
he accepts the general secretaryship of the Young Men’s 
Obristian Associations of Illinois. There are forty-five 
of these organizations within that state, and all have now 
combined for a more effsctive campaign, especially for the 
young men. 


—Dr, Bliss, of Constantinople, writing to the Bible 
Society officers, under date September 8, speaks of the 
inauguration of the new Sultan upon the previous day, 
and says: “ The flag bearing the Saltan’s cypher, on the 


high tower of thewar department, was torn in the centre 
by the wind, Superstition will most likely catch hold 
of this to suspect some rupture of the throne from his 
hand.” 

—At the recent annual meeting of the Sunday-school 
workers of Essex Oounty, N. J., their Secretary's reprrt 
showed the state of the county work thus : 


Schools in the County........cccsccsessssessssecseessers 18] 
Schools reporting (a3 below )s-.....s.-..sscseeeeeeeeseees 116 
Officers and Teachers...........0ccssccscsscescessseseees - 4331 
Scholars......coccevecceeservees 


Average attendance 
Conversions 


Prrererer errr rrr ree er tie eee r rer ete ee err rere 


—Tne Missionary Herald for October, states that at 
Renan Station, in the Micronesian Mission, a vigorous 
crusade has been made against intoxicating drinks, The 
occasion of the arousing was a drunken brawl in which 
a man was killed. The crusaders went to the cocoanu: 
trees, from the sap of which the liquor mostly in use is 
drawn, and by a process well known among them, eff :ct- 
ually stopped the sap gathering for this season. 

—George Maller, of Bristol, Eogland, has been mak- 
ing an extended tour upon the cuntinent. A letter from 
his wife to The Christian says: “His particular aim is 
to lead Ohristians increasingly to the Holy Scriptures, 
in order that they may seek to conform their ways to 
them ; and also to promote everywhere brotherly love 
and union among Ohristians, as well as in the greatest 
simplicity to set forth the truths of the gospel to the un- 
converted.” Mr. Muller is now in his seventy-second 
year, but is well and vigorous, preaching seven or eight 
times each week. 

—Normal-class work is advancing determinedly in 
Brooklyn, Uader date of Ostober 28, the président of 
the Brooklyn Sunday Schoo! U aion states that three di«- 
tinct classes are already in operation. The class of the 
central division meets on Friday evenings in the Em 
Place Caurch ; the Rev. Dr. Joseph Wild, leader, The 
class of the Bedford division meets on Wednesday even- 
ings, in the Olasson Avenue Presbyterian Ohurch ; the 
Rev. Dr. J.T. Duryea, leader. The class of the Gowanus 
division meets on Tuesday evenings, in the Twelfh 
Street Reformed Church ; the neighboring pastors leading , 
Arrangements are in progress for other similar classes. 

—Oa Saturday, November 11, the Rav. E P. Ham- 
mond begins a series of evangelistic meetings at Kon: 
sington, in thiscity. A correspondent from Harrisburz, 
Pa., whose experience and high charac‘er give added 
value to his testimony on such a point as this, writes 
warmly of the results of Mr. Hammond’s labors in that 
city last winter. He says: 

“T notice that the Rev. E. P. Hammond is to com- 
mence meetings in Kensington. I wou'd most heartily 
recommend to Sunday-school teachers in that quarter «f 
the city (and elsewhere indeed) a cordial co-operation in 
these meetings. Mr. Hammond’s Bible readings, and 
indeed all his religious services, are very instructive and 
stimulating to teachers. The whole Sunday-school work 
in Harrisburg, for instance, where he labored for a 
month last winter, has been greatly enlarged and quick- 
ened. In one of the schools here, one-fourth of the 
school (excluding the infant school) were converted ; and 
the numbers of the school nearly doubled. Very large 
additions to the churches were made throughout the city, 
fcom the Sunday-schools, and the whole movement of our 
schools has since been largely affected. I am persuaded 
that there will be a great blessing in store for the 
churches in the northern part of your city, if the labors of 
Mr. Hammond are seconded by the sympathy, co-opera- 
tion and prayers of Christians there. He has peculia-- 
ities which we found it our interest to overlook and jgnore. 
They often, indeed, turn to the “ furtherance of the gos- 
pel”—seen afterwards better than at the time. He is 
thoroughly evangelical, preaches a pure gospel, mov's 
masses of people with wondrous power, brings into use 
often those who antagonize him at first, and when he 
has a fair field, and is baptizsd with surrounding prayer, 
and has the cordial support of ministers and church- 
members, is almost always surs to succeed. Brethren, 
please don’t give him “the cold shoulder.” I have in 
my mind, the case of one of our best ministers who held 
back for a week, spoke discouragingly and reprovingly at 
a meeting of ministers to coasider the work, but at the 
close of the second sermon after that, said, “ I take back 
all that I said—I will apolog’z3 to Mr. Hammond—for 
me to resist this work would be to sin against the Holy 
Ghost.” Henceforward he went in—and had one hun- 
dred sterling converts added to his church, and the whole 
power of his church greatly enlarged. Note.-—The min- 
ister and his people who wil! most cordially, and prayer- 
fully, and industriously co-operate with Brother Ham- 








mond, will receive the richest blessing.” W. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


Happy Testimony of a Christian Worker. 
Edinburgh: Andrew Elliot.—An edu- 
cated and accomplished lady, after enjoy- 
ing almost uninterrupted health for more 
than fifty years, and while engaged in a 
great variety of Christian work, is sud- 
denly taken with a disease which the doc- 
tors at once say will be fatal, and will also 
be lingering, and to the last degree pain- 
fal. Thus laid aside from all her loved 
and joyful activities in Ohristian work, 
and obliged day by day for more than six 
months to see death steadily approaching, 
and wearing out her strength by the mere 
agony of pain, this Christian woman 
maintained, through all the extremities of 
saffering, not only serene composure, but 
a radiant joy that made her chamber seem 
like an open window into heaven. Her 
sickness began September 27, 1875, and 
ended April 14, 1876. Some one who was 
with her all this time kept a record, from 
day to day, of this remarkable experience, 
and this record makes the book. We are 
not told her name, or the name of the 
writer, though we infer that she was the 
wife of a Christian pastor, and that the 
writer was her husband. The names of 
both are suppressed, as if the object ware 
to interpose no human instrument between 
this bright example and Him whose grace 
alone made her what she was. A more 
signal instance of glorifying Obrist by 
patient suffariog it would be difficult to 
fiad. We hope the book will be reprinted 
in this country, and that it will receive a 
large circalation, The work is prefaced 
by an introduction by the Rev, John Pur- 
yes, LL.D., of Jedburgh, 





Religion and the State. By Samuel T, 
Spear, D.D. New York: Dodd Mead & Co. 
—Tohis volume contains, within convenient 
shape and in attractive typography, the 
thirty-two articles which the author has 
printed in Zhe Independent within the past 
year or two. Beginning with a discussion 
of the legitimate conneciion between re- 
ligion and politics, Dr. Spear proceeds to 
consider the question whether the Bible 
should be read in schools from compulsion. 
This latter is the thing most likely to in- 
terest bisreaders, Dr. Spear srguesc'early 
and forcibly in favor of the complete 
secularization of the public schools. The 
Roman Oatholics hold that religion and 
education are inseparably connected, and 
that hence the public schools should 
either be conducted on Roman Catholic 
principles or none at all. Sach Protestants 
as hold that the Protestant faith should 
dominate in the public schools are, in Dr, 
Spear’s view, inconsistent, for they de- 
mand for themselves what they deny the 
Roman Oatholics, He argues that a pub- 
lic school is a purely civil instiiution, and 
as such should be entirely emancipated 
from religious influences. This position 
is maintained with wigor and force, and 
by the aid of the author’s best logic and 
his widest study of the principles of 
American constitutional law. We know 
of no treatise on the other side bringing 
equal power and learning to the discussion 
of the question. (For sale by Claxton, 
Remsen & Haffelfinger.) 

Near to Nature’s Heart. By E. P. Rre, 
New York: Dodd, Mead & Oo—The 
moral purpose of this book, which may 
be described an a semi-religious historical 
novel, is undoubtedly excellent, but the 
work is so uncqual as to render the 
reviewer's task a matter of infinitesimal 
analysis, Tae plot is well conceived and 
interesting enough, but the development 
of it is so glaringly inartistic as to remind 
one of the clumsy manc1vring of a Chi- 





nese tactician, Individual chapters are 
models of clear thought and lively nar- 
ration, but while chapters like vi1I. and 
XXII are worthy, zespectively, of Lover 
and Kinglake, others like xxxvii. are 
utterly strained and unnatural. Vera is 
merely a beautiful abstraction ; and though 
the character of the rationalist Saville is 
for the most part, well and charitably 
drawn, he is finally transformed into a 
stuccoed baby by—not the fact—but the 
manner of his conversion. Yet the style 
of the book is, throughout, manly and 
vivacious ; the negro and Irish characters 
are skillfully delineated ; the circumstances 
of the battle-field are powerfally depicted ; 

and one or two of the dialogues are gems 
of repartee and humor, Oa the whole, 
the story impresses one as a series of efforis 
in some of which amusing or descriptive 
scenes are presented with unquestionable 
ability and effect, in the midst of weary 
pages of hackneyed moraliz'ng and un- 
natural incident. (For sale by Olaxton, 
Remsen & Haffelfinger.) 

Mediceval and Modern Saints and Mira- 
cles. New York: Harper & Brothers.— 
The author of this work does not give his 
name, simply announcing himself as “ not 
ab uno e Socittate Jesu, The work is de- 
voted to an examination of the later claims 
and policy of the Roman Catholie Church, 
and these are handled with marked se- 
verity but with uniform ability and dig- 
nity. The writer does not confessedly 
adopt the style of the special pleader, bat 
his arguments are very telling)y put. His 
reading and study have ben unusually 
great, and he has patiently gone through 
a great body of books and other pronounc- 
mentr, in English and Latin, in search of 
the real mo/if of the Vaticac'zod Ohurch of 
to-day. Thus the book treats not only of the 
Roman methods and times of Tetz:1’s In- 
dulgénces and the Icquisition, but of the 
existing Roman Oatholic organization in 
united Italy, republican France, and re- 
monarchized Spain. The bok is a Pro- 
testant armory, and its weapons as a 
whole, are unexceptionable, (For sale by 
J. B. Lippincett & Oo.). 


Scheyichbi and the Strand. By Edward 
8. Wheeler. LIilustrated. Philadelphia: 
J. B, Lippincott & Co,—The title of this 
book includes a great deal more than we 
have space for; indeed, the title might 
pass for a Table of Contents, and the con- 
tents of the book are varied. There is in 
it something of history, something of in- 
cident, something of moralizing, and, still 
more, something of the plans and property 
of the Sea Grove Axsociation, at Cape 
May. It is certainly an ingenious and 
striking presentation of the possibilities 
of the enterprise in behalf of which it 
appears. And its historic and traditional 
material, with reference to New Jerssy, 
Eastern Pennsylvania, and Delaware, will 
unquestionably have an interest to many 
readers in these portions of the country. 


Peep of Day Library. Illustrated. 6 
volumes, New York: Robert Carter and 
Brothers.—These books need no new re- 
commendation to Sunday-school workers. 
They are hardly to be equaled in the’sim- 
plicity and effectiveness: of their presenting 
religious truth to very young readers. 
They are as helpful in the home as they 
are in the Sunday school. The Kings of 
Judah and The Kings of Israel are two 
volumes which will have peculiar value, 
in connection with the Iaternational les- 
sons for the first quarter of 1877, as the 
Story of the Apostles has appropriateness 
for the lessons for this quarter. The vol- 
umes are sold separately, or six volumes in 
one box. (For sale by the Presbyterian 
Board of Pablication.) 








The Laurel Bush. By Miss Mulock. 
New York: Harper & Bros.—Among 
writers in the literature of the affections 
and home influences the author of John 
Halifax, Gentleman, stands in the first 
rank; and this simple, “ old-fashion 
story of two lovers who cleaved to each 
other through long years of separation and 
disappointment, is full of that tender yet 
dignified pathos which makes the chief 
attraction of her writing. Ii is j1st such 
an easy, pleasant thread of stor ;—without 
a particle of sensation—as beguiles the 
reader on to the end, and makes him close 
the book with a feeling of contentment 
and incentive to well-doing. (For — by 
J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 

Heroes of Israel. By A. L. O. E. Ii- 
lustrated. 5 volumes. New York: Rob- 
ert Oarter & Brothers.—We have noticed 
these books separately. They now appear 
in uniform and attractive binding, five 
volumes in one case. It is not necessary 
for any Sunday-school committee to be 
over watchfal of books bearing the well- 
known initials of A, L. O. E. They are 
safe for a place in the library, and they are 
sure of interested readers. The fact that 
their author is now devoting herself to 
missionary service in India gives a new 
value to all of her writings. (For sale by 
the Presbyterian Board of Pablication. ) 





Grace Westervelt ; or, The Children of the 
Covenant. Pailadelphia: Presbyterian 
Board of Publication.—In a previous vol- 
ume the writer argues the question of the 
mode of baptism. In the present volume, 
the argument is for infant baptism, The 
argument, in both cases, is interwoven 
with a story, and is in reply to a similar 
argumentative story, Theodosia Earnest, 
put forth by the Baptists. We have some 
doubts as tothe efficacy of conducting theo- 


logical discus :ions by means of story- books, 


Justin proportion as the logic is strong 
the story is weak, and vice versa. 

Wat Adams, the Young Machinist, and 
His Proverbs, By Mrs. May D. R. Boyd, 
Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of 
Pablication.—A most excellent book, and 
as timely as it is good. Tne story is es- 
pecially suited to that large class of boys, 
of whom we have £o many in our Sunday- 
echools, who are learning trades. It is 
thoroughly interesting, without being ex- 
aggerated or sensational, and its practical 
suggestions are of a kind that can hardly 
fail to make an impression of a thoughtful 
boy. 


The Rival Beauties, A Love Story. By 
Jalia Pardoe.* Philadelphia: T. B. Peter- 
son & Brothers.—The Petersons have be- 
gun to publish the novels of Miss Pardoe, 
which, although widely known and gener- 
ally liked ia Eagland, are not familiar to 
American readers. They are constructed 
with a lively eye to the exigencies of plot, 
are written in somewhat gorgeous but 
sometimes impressive English, and are as 
a rule amenable to no serious criticism on 
the score of morals or merit. 





The Uncommercial Traveller, Hard Times, 
and The Mystery of Edwin Drood. By 
Charles Dickens. Now York: Harper & 
Brothers.—This volume concludes Har- 
per’s excellent “ Household edi'ion” of 
Dickens, I: is clearly printed, finely il- 
lustrated, handsomely bound, and pro- 
duced at a moderate price. (For sale by 
J. B. Lippincott & Oo.) 





Shadows on the Snow will be the title of 
Mr. B. L Farjeon’s new Obristmas story. 


A series of lectures to Oxford graduates, 
on Old Testament Difficulties, by Dr. 
Mosley, is soon to be issued in London. 





The Memoir of Charles Kingsley, which 
has been prepared by Mrs, Kingsley, will 
be brought out in this country by Scribner, 
Armstrong & C»., 


The International Code Committee at a 
recent meeting in New York, passed a reso- 
lution to give their confidence and support 
to the interests of The International Review, 





One of the best issues of The Lakeside 
Library ia Daniel Deronda, complete in 
two volumes, or numbers, at twenty cents 
each. The type and paper are very fair 
for ordinary reading. 


Mrs. Stowe’s new book, which J. B, Ford 
& Oo. announced in press a month since, 
is entitled Footsteps ofthe Master. It con- 
sists of readings and meditations for differ- 
ent church seasons, and includes several 
poems and hymns, 


Sheldon & Oo. will soon publish Lec- 
tures on the History of Preaching, by Pro- 
fessor Broadus, and A Young Man’s D.ffi- 
culties with his Bible, by D. W. Faunce, 
D.D., author of the Fietcher Frize Essay, 
The Christian in the World. 


Oassell, Petter & Galpin have in press a 
book entitled The Book of Bible Words, 
which contains the words used in the 
Bible, arranged in alphabetical order, 
accentuated for pronunciation, and with 
the meaning of obsolete terms given. 


The educational journals and monthlies 
of the West are about to follow the lead of 
those of New England by consolidating. 
The result is to be a weekly or bi-weekly 
to be published in Onicago, and the first 
number will be issued before the close of 
the year. 


Sir Thomas F. Wade, England’s minister 
to Ohina, is pub‘ishing at Shanghai a 
second edition of his work known by the 
euphonious title “Tzi Enh Ohi,” which 
means, in English, Progressive Oourse, 
The book deals with colloquial and docu- 
mentary Ohinese, and is valued highly by 
students of the Chinese language. 


Children’s Work for Children, a monthly 


magszine published by the Women’s For- 
eign Missionary S ciety of the Presbyterian 
Church, is as attractive a megazine in its 
line as is St. Nicholas or Wide Awake in 
thesphere of lighter literature for childran, 
Some of its pictorial illustrations are ad- 
mirable, and its paper and type, as well as 
its literary contents, are a great improve- 
ment on anything hitherto offered to the 
little folks in the interest of the cause of 
missions. 


J. H. Ooates & Oo. promise for the holi- 
day season, French and Spanish Painters, 
an art book, by James S:othert. It will 
include twenty etchiogs by such engravers 
as Fiameng, Rajon, and Boilvin, after 
characteristic piciu:es by Marillo, Goya, 
Fortuny, Delacroix, Ary Scheffer, Rosa 
Bonheur, Ingres, Meissonier, and other 
masters of the Spanish and French schools 
of art. The letter-preas will be a critical 
and biographical account of the noted ar- 
tists of both schools, with descriptions of 
their pictures, 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


All books received will be noticed under 

elie head. The interests of ol tlt Cll odie 

in making further notice. | 

Tue FooisTeps oF St. PeTsR: Baing The Life ond 
Times of the Apostie. By J. R. Macduff, D.D 
Ilustrated. 12mo, pp. 632. Cloth, $2.00 New 
York: Rob<rt Carter & Brothers (For sale by 
*the Presbyterian Board of Publication.) 

Tus THEORY OF SOUND IN ITS RELATION TO Mu- 
sic. By Professor Pietro Blaserna. (lnterna- 
tional Beries ) 12mo pp. 187. Cloth. New 
York: D Appleton & Co. (For sale by Claxton, 
Remsen & Haffelfinger.) 


SELECTIONS FROM THE THOUGHTS OF Marcus AU- 
RELIUS ANTONINUS. (Wisdom Ser es.) 18mo, 
9). Ciotn, 60 cents. Boston 
Be thers, (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 
OcgaN GARDENS AND PaLAces; or, The Tent on 
the Beach. By the Rey v Sidney Dyer, Fam. 
Tliustrated, Cioth. 


. 16mo. Re Ti 
phia: American Baptist 
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CLARE Avery. A Story of the Spanish Armada. 
By Emily Sarah H Jt 12mo. pp 867. Cl. th. 
NewYo-k: R bert Carter & Brotners. (For sal 
by the Presbyterian Board of Publication ) 


SELECTIONS FROM THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. By 


Thomas 4 Kempis. (Wisdum Series) 18mo, 


pp. 97. Cloth,5 cents. Boston: Roberts Broth- 
ers. (For saie by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


SERMONS FOR THE NEw Lire’ By Harace Buth- 
nell. (Revis d Edition ) 12mo, pp 456. Cloth, 
$1.50. New York: Scribner, Armstrong & Vo. 
(For sale by J. B. Lippincout & Co,) 


UnNciE Jon’s THANKSGIVING. By Julia A. Mathews, 
16mo, pp #60. Cluth, $1.25. New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers (Fr sale by the Presby- 
terian Board of Publication.) 


CHRISTIAN NuRTURE. By Horace Bushnell]. 12mo, 
pp. . Cloth, $150. New York: Scribner, 
ta; &Co, (For sale by J. B. Lippincott 

0. 


Music. 


The Christmas Bells. A Carol. By H. G. Batter- 
son,D D. Music by Henry Wiison. Price 15 cents, 
New York: Pott, Young & Co. Philadeiphia: 
James McUauley.; 


Prodi Son. Com 
son, Cincinnati: F. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A CHARMING Book for young ladies 
entering scciety is written by Mrs, M. E 
Sangster, who knows what the young 
think and want. May Stanhope and Her 
Friends is the title, The American Tract 
Society get it out in the best style and at 
low rate ($1.25); postege 10 cents, Get it 
at your bo kstore, or ‘send to H. N. 
Thissell, 1512 Chestnut Street, Philad’a. 


by G. Wallace Daw- 
Helmick. 














A Youtu’s Pusiication.—For half a 
century the Youth's Companion, of Boston, 
has been published. It was started in 
1827, and is to-day one of the brightest 
and most vigorous papers with which we 
are acquainted. 








MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


FOR SINGING SCHOOLS! 


Make them doubly interesting by introducing 


THE ENCORE!! 


~By L. 0. EMERSON. 75 cts.; $7 50 per dcz. 


THE ENCORE 


Contains a First-class Elementary Cou wi 
tre best kind of exercises, sirs, tunes in om, oe 
three, or four parts, for prectice. 


THE ENCORE 


Contains 100 pages filled with bright, wide-awake, 
easy glees and four part tongs. Thus it isa giod 
Glee Book as well as Siaging school Book. 


THE ENCORE 


Contains 59 of Hymn-tunes and Anthems of the 
best character 

MR L. O. EMERSON, 
(Half a million of whose books have been sold,) 
has never been exceiled as composer and arranger 
of music exactly adapted to the pub.ic taste. is 
“tact” in this matter is infallible. Then try 


THE ENCORE. 


For fale bv all prominent dealers. Specimens 
mailed, post: free, for 75 cts. 
OLIVER DITSON €& CO., Boston. 
©. H. Ditson & Co., | J. E. Ditson & Co., 


7i1 Broadway, 8 lo Lee & Waiker, 
New York. Philadelphia. 











50 CARD, with name,25c Thirty varieties, 10. 
Agents’outfit, 10c. B. Seccombe, Kinderhook, N. Y 


GROVE HALL, 


Miss Montfort’s School for 


YOUNG LADIES AND CHILDREN, 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


FORT PLAIN SEMINARY 
and COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 
Fort Plain, Montgomery Co., N. Y. 


Soiset, eoran Rome to pupils of both sexes, 


We expect success only by deserving 

Fall Term begins Se 4 Lee 5. “4 

For particalars send for cata) and address 
REV. A. MATTICE, A.M., Principal. 


CENTENNIAL MEDAL Awarded to 


Cc. F. RUMPP, 
116 and I18 North FOURTH St., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


MANUFACTURER OF 

Pocket Books, Purtmonnaies, Vigar Csses, Port- 
folios, Dressing Laser, Benk:rs’ Cases, Ladies and 
Gevts’ Sate eis and Traveling Bags, Shaw! Straps, 
Portabie Writing Desks, Vom, anions, etc., etc. 

Single Articles Made to Order. 

ORDERS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. 























HE SPIRAL DRAFT CHIM- 
NEY TOP is a drat. equalizer, 
curing smoky o——- ard de- 
fective drafts, prev: nting down 
dr ft aud rapid escaps of heat. 
Itisa wonde riul fac: economiz r. 
With it your house wii] be warm; 
and attached to kitchen fines, 
wate can be done quicker. 
| Orders filled,express paid Money 
refunded if nos satisfactory. 
Agents wanted everywhere. For 
‘ars and further p:rticulars, address, HENRY 
ILFORD, 708 Chestnut Street, Philadeiphia. 





TEACHERS. READ THIS! 


Better helps to Bible study than can be supplied by any one expositor 
are provided for the columns of The Sunday School Times for 1877, in- 
cluding, each week, full critical notes on the lessons of the International 
series; for those of the Old Testament, by Prof. TAYLER LEWIS, who 


stands foremost among the Christian Hebrew scholars of America; for 


those of the New Testament, by 
prominent as a Greek scholar. 


Prof. A. C. KENDRICK, equally 


Also a popular exposition of the lessons, - 


week by week, by the Rev. NEWMAN HALL, of London, a clergyman 
not to be excelled in the world asa popular Bible expositor, and who now 
for the first time gives to the American public the benefit of his rare 


powers as a Bible teacher. 


Also a practical application of the lesson 


teachings to every daylife by H. CLAY TRUMBULL, editor of The Times. 


This plan secures fuller and better lesson helps than can be obtained 


elsewhere. 


week for three months, for twenty-five cents. 
To Pastors and Superintendents, $1.65. 


+ ‘ ; 
The Times is sent on trial, to mew subscribers every 


Price for one year, $2.15. 
Special rates to clubs. 


For seven cents there will be sent a specimen copy of The Scholars’ 
Quarterly, the best Sunday-school lesson help for scholars published. 


Specimens of the Weekly Lesson Leaf sent free. 
leaf of any, although it is sold at so low a price. 


The most complete 
Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 





610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





OTICE TO CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS, etc. 

Exhibitions with the Stereopticon Disvolvirg 

lews, and with the new valcium Light, given by 
Prof. Roop, Ridge Avenue and Wood street. 


IVINS’ PATENT HAIR CRIMPERS. 


Adopted by all Queens of Fashion. Retatiers 
su Te oy cay whuiesale Notion House in New 








i 
York, Philadelphia, or Boston. Manufactured « nly 
by E IVINS, 
Send for Circular. 


North Fifih Street, Philede'phia. 





rare IT ENTIRFLY EXCLUDES 
| BROWNES COLD, DUST, ana SOUND. 
I NIV FLEX | BLE 10 ceuts per sard. Sampie 


for Door or Window, 25 cia., 

THER free cf portage Any one 

EA P apply i — 

@ ings. o metal. No waste, 

THE BEST STR i Best thing for canvass: rs, 
mu&ic ul icMae srecial list sent with sample lot 


todeaers). FLEXIBLE WEATHER STRIP ©O., 
P. O. Box, 2945. No. 17 Dry St., N. Y. 


A. J. WEIDENER, 


DEALER IN 
LAMPS, CHANDELIERS, GLASSWARE, SILVER- 


PLATED WARE AND BRONZES, 
Second St., and 27 Strawberry St., Philada. 


wocation at Centennial Exhibition, N 47, center of 
Main Building 


'The most delightful and in- 
structive home amusement 
ever offered. Over 100,000 
copies sold. Elegant, new 

tion just out. you have 




























AviILuDE, send for 
Ferrilude, ite com- 
panion e—same 
rice. Send 50 cents 
lor Avilude and 3 ct. 
stamp for Catalogue of Parlor Games. NOYES 
& co. Worcester, Mass., suc’rs to West & Lee 







» SNOW 
Game Co, 


1) PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, M'ssouri and Iowa Improved Farm 
First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. We 
guarantee, & an assurance, that we loan not to ex- 
ceed one third of the aciuai value. In over six 
sears’ business never lost adollar; never delayed 
a day on interest or principal; neither we nor our 
customersever took an acre of Jand under fore- 
closure. Send for particulars and references. 


J. B. WATHINS & 40.; 
Lawrence, Kan., or 72 Cedar Street, New York. 


Gallandel’s THREAD COTTER 


FOR SEWING MACHINES. 


This is oa what you need for your Szwine Ma- 
CHINE. It pays for its cost quickly, by savi. g time, 
patience, thread, aud needles Takes the place of 
scissors. Is aitached to the mechine in a moment, 
aud then is always ready for use. 

Ask your agent for one, or seud by mail, giving 
the name of your machine, and cocloting thirty 
cents. to WILLIAM L, GALLAUDET, &% Elm 8t. 
Ejizabeth N. J. 








I@ BARGAINS IN CHILDREN’S MERINO 

Shirts, from a bankrupt sale, 22 to 8lc 
bankrapt stock Ladies’ Merino Vests, 25, 37}<c., $1. 
Bankrupt stock Men’s Merino Shirts, 20, 31 to 
Bankrupt stock Ladies’ Hose, 6, 12%. 25 to 75c. 
Bankrupt stock Children’s Hose, 6, 10, 
Cardinal, Navy Blue, Brown, and Green Hose. 
Plaid aud Stripe Dress Goods, 1244 
Fine Bl ck Alpaca and Moh: ir, 12} 
Black Casnmeres, 3744 7Uc. to $1 iu. wide. 
Heavy double width Table Linens, 31, 50, to 750. 
Men’s and Ladies’ Gloves, only 4, 12%. 25 to 5'c. 
Ladies’ and Children’s Silk Gioves, to 50c. 
Ivory and Black Rubber Battons, 6 to dozen, 
et 1c , and Pearl Shirt Buttons, 8c. duzen. 


OWEN EVAN»’ Cheap Store, 


128 N. &th Street, door below Cherry. 


HOW TO RAISE 


SUNDAY SCHOOL MONEY. 


F YOU WANT MONEY FOR YOUR SCHOOL, 

and want to raise it BASILY, send 3cent 
stamp for sample of the Pocket S. 8S. Collec- 
tion Box, with circular. An attractive novelty. 
Better than Fairs or Festivals! Price, $3 per hun- 
dred. Each hundred will return you $50, and 
please the children. Don’t suffer for money when 
you can get $100 for $6. Sent all over the U.S. 
Address J. W. LARIMORE, Proprietor, 64 Metro- 
politan Block. Chicago, Ill. 


REDUCE YOUR GAS BILLS! 


The Patent Magic 
GAS FLAME 
, EXPANDER 












Gives more bril‘iant light than any burner in the 
woild at one-half the cost. Samp'e Burser with 
Expander s ut free on receipt of 35 cents 
AGENTS WANED. H. W. FOOL & CO, 

835 Broadway, N. Y. 








The Signal Service BAROMETER & THERMOMETER 
THE GREAT WEATHER INDICATOR. 


It will detect aud indicate correct'y any change in 
the weather 12 to 24 huursin advance. Saves far- 
mers 5) times its cost every sea-on. Sent, expres* 
paid, on receipt of $210 Send money orver or 
reg stered letter AGHNTS WANTED Send stam 
for circular. H. W. Pool & Co., 835 Br adway, N. 


a. 








W 


= 
| The Illustrated 


A GOOD INVESTMENT, 


Christian VYeekly 


Lu | will be sent to NEW subscribers from date of receipt of pay for same, to Janu- 


Ce ary |, 1878. 


SUBSCRI 


| It is the only paper of its kind, and with its fine pictures, pure and healthful 
| reading, should be ih every family, office, store, and workshop in the land. 
| Make remittance of the $2 50 by postoffice money order or registered letter. 
American Tract Society, 
150 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK, 


PERIODICALS. 








APPLETONS’ PERIODICALS 


APPLETONS’ JOURNAL. 


A Monthly Miscellany of Popnar Literature. New 
Series. 25 cents per number. $8 00 per annum, 


Appleton Journal is now published mor thly; 
it is dc voted to p pu ar literature a: d ali matters 
of taste and geverai cu ture—published at a price 
to bring it witaiu tre resch of al’ cl«sses. 11 con- 
tains superior fiction, i. the orm of se iaisand short 
storie ; ra graphically descript:ve of pictur- 
esque plaves; srticies upon men: f note, ana upon 
the habits of d fferent peop es; essays upon house- 
hold and sociai topics; artic es of trave! and ad- 
venture; scientific and industrial articles written 
ia agraphic aud popular sty'e. In brief the aim 
is to be comprehensive, inc uding in its plan all 
branches of literaiure and all th: mes of interest to 
intelligent readers. Each number is illus rated. 

Terms: Three dollars per annum, p Ftage pre- 
paid to ali subscribers in the Uni States; or 
wenty five cents per number, A cub of Four 
Year.y Sub:criptions will entide the sander to au 
extra su vscription gratis; that is, five copies will be 
sent o. e year for twelve dollars. For $7.20 a, 
tons’ J urnai and The P.pular Scievce Monthly 
(full price, cight dollars), postage prepaid. 


THE POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY. 
Conducted by E. L. Youmans. 


This periodical was started (in 1872) to promote 
the diffusion of valuable scientific knowleage, in a 
readable and attractive form, among all classes of 
the community, and has thus far met a want sup- 
plied by no other magazine in th- United States 

Coutaining instructive and interewing ariicles 
and abstrac s of articles, original, selected, trans- 
lated, and illustra‘ed, from the pens of the leadin 
ecient fic men of diff rent countries; accounts o 
impercmut scientific di coveries, the application of 
science to the practical arts, aud the Jats views 

ut forth concerning natural po np a bave 
Boon xiven by savans of the authority. 
Prominent attention has been also devoted to those 
various +cienc s which heip to a betser un derstand- 
ing of the pavure of man, to the bearin gsof science 
upon the questions of society and g:. —, 
scientific education, and to the conflicts which 
sprig irom the progressive nature of scientific 
knowledge. 

The Popular Science Monthly /s published ina 
la octavo, handsomely printed on clear type, 
and when the su! jects admit, fully illustrated. 

‘germs: $5.00 per annum or Fifty cents per num- 
ber. Postege prepaid vo all sub_cribers in the 
United States. 





—_—_—- 


THE ART JOURNAL. 


An International Gallery of Engravings, by dis- 
tinguished Artists of Europe anu America, 
With Lilustrated Papers in the Various Bran- 
cones of Art. 

The Art Journal is a monthly pub’ication, 
quarto size, superbly illustrated ,and print d, ana 
specially devoted to the wurid of Ari—Painiing, 
Sculpture, Architecture, Dicoration, Engraving, 
Etcbirg Ename ing. and Designing in all iw 
branches—havivg in view the double purpose of 
sup agtag a0 mpiete illnstraied rec rd my! ey 
in the Arts, avd of affurdirg a mcaus for the culti- 
vation of Art-taste among the peopie Each num- 
ber is richly and + bucoatiy illu trated on both 
steel and wood, and no pains are spared’ to render 
this * Art Journal” the most valuaole publication 
of the kind in the werid It contains tne Steel 
P ates and I\lustrations of the Londo. Art Journal, 
a pub.icacdon of world-wide fame (the exclusive 
right of which, for Canada aud tre Unitea State 
has been pur ‘hased by the publishers:: w.th ex'en- 
sive additions dev »ted principatly to American Art 
and American . Soid Of by Subscription, 
Prics. 75 cents per number; $9.00 per anaum, post- 


prepaid 

Supscriptions received by the Publishers, or their 
Agents. Agencies: 22 Haw 8t. Boston; 922 
Chestaut St, rhiladelphia; 24 Post-Office Avenue, 
Baltimore; 53 Niuth St, Pittsburgh; 1 0 State St., 
Albauy; 42 State St., Rochester; 103 State 8t., Chi- 
cago; 30W Fourth 4%., Ciacinuati; 306 Locust St. 
~t. Louis: 20 St. Cheres 8t., New Orleans; 286 

Sutter st , San Franeisco. 

D. APPLETON & €O., Publishers, 

549 ani 551 Broapway, N. Y, 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





November and Octcber Wide Awakes only half 
price Ten Cents each. 

The Oct. No. gives theG‘ris’ Rules and Prize List 
for the Dol)s’ Feir for the Horp ta! Children. ‘the 
Nov. No. g ves the Bove’ Rules and Prize List, also 
a Pattern sheet for a Doli’s extire werdaiobe. St el 
evgraving to a4 whuse work is creditable All 
boys ana girs everywhere invited to compete. 
Address, D. Lothrop & Co., Boston, Mass 





AGENTS FIND THat THE FULL HISTORY or rue 
Wonderful MOODY & SANKEY 


in Great Briiain and America is a success every- 
where. All want it—rich or poor. From 5 to 
bovks a day’s work. It is the only complete work 
-biished cor taining Mr Moo y’s Sermuns and 
AYER MBETING TaLkKs. Has 643 pages. steel-por- 
trait. «nd 12 ergraviugs. Price $2. address H. 8. 
GOODSPEED & CO , 14 Baiclay Street, New York ; 
or, 287 Vine Street, Ciucinvati, Onio. 





PEN LETTERS TO PRIMARY 

TEACHERS, with Helpfal Hints to 
Intermediate Teachers. By Mrs. W. F. 
Crafts, Dr. Vincent, in the Sundcy School Journal, 
says of it: 

Fourteen chapters on fourteen praciical ques- 
tions, tweive specimen lessons 0.: the life of Cu rist, 
and s x primary Ciass co. cert exercises, com plete 
the contents of this m«st u-efu', admirably wriiten 
and entertaning volume. Every primary-class 
teacher should order it; every inverm: diate-class 
teacher, «ve y sup rintenden: and pastur, and 
every mother, shvuid at orce teud for the ‘Open 

rs.” 


Lette 
Nelson & Phillips, 805 Broadway, New York, 1 ub- 
lishers. Price, $1.00. Se. t by mail uu receipt of price 


= 








NGHLY POLED NICKEL-LATSD 


LT 
#4} ae . - . 
oo. PUAAALS Ki.yY RinG 
~ : “eme as sold by us at the Centennial). 
= h your name and address cut on for 


2 ceuts. J.T. HILLYER, 306 B’way,N.Y. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
From 1 to 14 Copies, « - - $2.15 each, 
“ 15t0298 * eee 1,00 “@ 
30 Copies and upwards, - 165 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 


of making their subscription, state that they are 
euch, $1.65 cach. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
@ year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as frst formed, 
would be authorised to subscribe anew. Such ad- 
ditional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered. The newsub- 
scribers to pay pro rata for the time of their sub- 
scriptions. , 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed, should be careful to name notonly 
the post-office to which they wish it sent, hut also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both county a:.d state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THs Timzs to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


Now that the date of expiration is plainly printed 
on the yellow address label of each paper or pack- 
age of papers, it will be necessary for all subscri- 
bers to renew promptly by the time thus designated 
or their paper will be discontinued. 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, § .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access, It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times who are pastors or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such, 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of THE 
Times, desires the help of THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 
Paper for any member of his school—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the Pargr accordingly 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra papers go only to 
subscribers of THs TimEs, 


Orders for this Pargr can be filled only when 
coming direct from superintendents or pastors who 
are subscribers of Tos TIMES, 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAP. 
100 Copies, one month, » = g 60 
100 bg one year, . . 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate; 








THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three months, - + § 6.25 
100 ad ome year,+ + . © 25.00 

Less than 100 copies at same rates: 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadel- 
phia, to John Wanamaker, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 8 shillings. 
The Scholar’s Quarterly, one year, ls. 6d, 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 


610 CHESTNUT ST, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The New York Orrice is at the Sunday Schoo! 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 84 Fourth Avenue, Y. 


M, 0. A, Building. 
BP, WaLLine, Agent, 





AGENTS WANTED. 


EDUCATIONAR, 





$55 2 ST) $v GARY i uganee Meine 
AGENTS! Sosta'hetriz, ‘Rew yore city. 


$200 a month. Outfit worth $1 free to agents. Ex- 
celsior Mfg Co., 151 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 


5 Outfit free. Salary aranteed. Write at 
once to EMPIRE NO ELTY CO., 309 Broad- 
way, New York. 


a day. Employment pA. 4 Oata- 
logues free. Samples, 
Lo & CO., 119 Nassau Bt., New 3 York City. 


AGENTS Mae hoe of NEW NOVELTIES 
just out. Catal rer Novelty Com- 
pany. 200 PEAKL OTEEET 


THE BEST OOMMISSIONS. 

Yoo not engage on other books before 
‘or our circulars and terms. INGRAM & 
, Publishers, 731 Walnut Street. 


BOOK A AGENTS! eta Se ed 
stn ee ry. Catalog others. Now 
Address AM PUB.CC CO., eHastiord.s Ct.,Ch: 




















WE P 
SMIT 





sent free. 
cago, or Cinn 


FREEM vis 


EASILY AVER 


Keg” #79 “PER WEF K. 


Addresa W. P. Ray & Co., Chicago. 








c AGENTS WANTED FOR THE GREAT 


ENTENNIAL HISTORY 


It sells faster than avy other book. Que Agent 
sold 47 copies in one day. Send for ourextra he 
to NATIONAL PuBLis# Ine Co., Phiia. 


ENT Greatest Offer of the Sea- 
oe Bight Pom Chromos given 

AGI om ding Hoover's 

leas American Frain tt. 28g ry long, Lake Lucerne, 

ane Vesta, etc. Mounted ou t, four Chromos, 


eight Chromos, $5.50. J. LATHAM & co, 
Ne wt ashington Street. Boston. 


HARD TIMES. Acc20° 
* wanted, 
Male or Female, to sell the IL- 

LUSTRATED LORD'S PRAYER. A real 
work of art. No daub. Sells itself. Agents are 
from $5.00 to $15.00 per day. If you want 

p oof, I can furnish it. gt gg Sy the two 
circulers, terms, etc. Address REV. 8, 

T. BUCK, Williamsport, Pa. Box 2512. 


$50 to 6200 A MONTH FOR AGENTS. 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 
The great interest in all nations, and in our own 
history of 100 years, makes this book sell 
faster than any 7 other. 3 books in one, —— 
illustrated. Low price, guick seles, extra te 
Send for circular. J.C. McCURDY & CO., Philada, 














AGENTS WANTED for the STORY of 


CHARLEY ROSS 


Written by his Father Aca his Father. A complete account account of 
this most ysterious Abduction and Exciting 
Search. With Fac-simile Letters and Illustrations. 
Outsells all other books. One agent took 50 orders 
in one day. Terms liberal. Address, Joun E. 
Porrsr Co., Pubiishers, PHILADELPHIA. 


DR. WARNER’S HEALTH CORSET. 


WITH SKIRT SUPPORTER 
AND 
SELF-ADJUSTING PADS, 
Secures HkaLTH and ComrortT of 
, Body, with Grace and Beauty of 
vi Form. Three Garments in one, Ap- 

proved by al) physicians. 
AGENTS WANTED. 
3 Samples by mail, in Couti), $2; 
Satteen. $1.75. To Agents, 25 cents 
less. Order size two inches smaller 
than waist measure over the dress. 


WARKER nes. 763 Sreaswcy, a Y. 








New Turkish Baths, 1013 Chestnut St. 


wes sane in Wra ee ws ALE and 
81 Hawley Street. te 
Gra 


e BY MAIL. 
Vines. ened} dos. 











Concord, Ives, Hartford, Catawba, Iona, m 100] $1. 00 
Delaware, Salem, Rorers. Nos. 1, 3, 9, 19, .25 | 2.50 
Eumelan, Croton, Talman or Champion, *, | | <40 | 4200 
Brighton (red), Elvira and Lady (white),. . /1.25 

Martha, Agawam, Wilder, Creveling, . . . | 25! 9.50 





Postpaid and warranted to reach purchase rin good order. 
Also Trees, Small Fruits, eto, WHOLESALE 54T8s VERY 
Low. _ Se nd Stamp for, Price and Descriptive Li 


HUBBARD, Ad ao N.Y. 
~ A. 0. VAN-LENNEP, 
— Montclair, N. J., 
~ LECTURES on Onrewra 
Ps MANNERS AND CusToME. 
, CONDUCTS 8. 8. Institutes, 


* 8. 8. Normal Classes, 
And 8. 8. Work generally. 


J. KILE & CO., 
450 NORTH TWELFTH ST., 


Church aud Sanday School 


Furniture Factory. 
WOOD TURNING. 


Newel’s Balusters, Table Legs, Hand and Altar Rail. 














Genet rn a kg Baer 
EST CHESTNUT STREET pe v 
Wa. 4038 oe, wet 








CLASSICAL INSTITUTE, 

No. 247 South Thirteenth Street. 

Duties resumed September 11, 

The undersigned invites the attention of mts 
to the extensive a made daring the 
vacation, and =! to the change of enteance 
from Dean to Thirteenth Street. For eT ad- 
dress the Principal, J. W. FAIRES, D.D., South 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


MOUNT VERNON MILITARY ACADEMY, 


Morgan Park, Cook County, Ill., 


Und ent, will afford increased 
fasilitios for thoro — education. Fall term 
ipo 14, 1876. Reference in Philadel 
Rev. . Olay’ Trumbull editer SunDay SOmOOL 
| ate For cizcul ars address 

- Capt. E. N, KIRK TALOCOTT, President, 


Washington Heights, Il. 
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VISITING CARDS, 





91 5 FANCY VISITING CARDS, white or mixed 
colors, by return mail, only 10 cents. FICK- 
D & CO., Bethlehem, Penn. 


95 FANCY CARDS—All styles, bmi 10 
cents, postpaid. J, B. HUSTED, Nassau, N. Y, 


WHCAN'T, BE BEAT. srs 


e, your name o ‘ian aa fort 10 
cts.and stamp. A large, spicy paper and list 














of all apes with order, or paper an nape. for 3 
ct. stamp. G. B. Ullman & Co., 12 Winter St., Boston. 
SAFES. 





FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 





FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO. 


72x Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 

265 Broadway, 

NEW YORK. 


INSURANCE, 











W. L. CARTER—625 Walnut Street. 
FIBRE AND LIFE INSUBANCH 
IN ANY AMOUNT. 
ALL INQUIRIES BY MarIL PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. 
ae me ones a 


BE SURE Tngtracce 


in the . SECURE oa y ort Philadelpnt 
which is purely mutual. Assessments only col. 
yh eg 
over certificates o: 0. 
Send to Home Office for rate cards and iow. 
tions, No. 261 South FourTH StTREsr. 
NeVY HRA 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
Of 1876, 

514 Walnut &t., Philadelphia, Pa., 

Furnishes the Cheapest my Safest Insurance ever 


gran 
Insurance can be effected directly with the Home 
Office by mail. Send :o office for particulars. 

Hon JAMES Cees, President. 
THORNTON CONROW, Treas. H.'0 SPROGLE, —7 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
. OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INOOBRPORATED 1535. 


Capital, $400,000.00, - + Assets, $1,559,858.76. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. @ CROWELL. Secretary. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 

















anufacture a uali A waits. 
viel attention ven Legey 
Tllustrated Catalogues sent ns 





HAYES, COULTER | & CO0., 


anufacturers of 
Heaters, Ranges, and Grates, 
of the latest improvements, and 
MARGLEIZED SLATE MANTELS 
of the richest designs. Send for catalogue, 
1305 Chestnut Street, Phila, 





WORTH REPEATING. 


CONCEIT AND HUMILITY. 
[Avgusta Moore, in Scribner’s for November. } 


HITHER away, O brawling Stream, 
Whither away so fast ? 
Fleeing for life and death you seem, 
Speak, as you hasten past. 


Answered the Brook, with a pompous roar, 
Tossing its creamy foam, 

“T go, my flood in the Main to pour— 
Listen, O Sea, I come!” 


Whither away, O River deep, 
Gliding so slow and calm ? 

Your gentle current seems half asleep, 
And chanting a drowsy psalm. 


Answered the River with whisper low, 
Swaying her lilies fair: 

“ Down to the measureless Sea I go— 
The Sea will not know I am there. 





SELF-SACRIFICE. 
{From The Argosy. Reprinted in Litie’l’s Living Age.) 


ELF-sacrifice brings its own reward, 

It gives far greater than any wealth or 
power can bestow. In the latter case, 
every man in the z2nith of succsss may 
lay his head upon his pillow at night, and 
confess that it is not without much vanity 
and vexation of spirit at the best; a weari- 
ness of the flesh; a thing which must pass 
away as ashadow. Not that wes! h and 
power are by any means to be despised, or 
not diligently scught after and received, 
when msde subservient to the great ends 
of life. It is only when, as too often, they 
become the sole aim of heart and mind, 
that they bring with them ruin and de- 
struction. 

Bat self-sacrifice, it has been said, brings 
happiness. A happiness they wist not 
who cultivate it not. It transforms the 
mind; it enlarges the heart ; it elevates the 
soul ; ‘it makes man loved; it assis's him 
on ia the right path; it helps him to that 
pesc3 which passeth all understanding, 
Perhsps at the close his funded wealth 
may be somewhat less than it would have 
been, though this is doubtful, for (with all 
reverence it uttered. and let no man 
allow this thought to inflaercs him ia his 
good works) God is no man’s debtor; but 
how mvc happier and nobler will he be, 
how much loftier and closer to heaven his 
soul! And what about the great day of 
reckoning, whea the books are opened and 
each man’s deeds are brought home to 
him? 

Surely one of the great incentives to 
good, to glorifying God in ourselves, and in 
our works, is the thought of the gratitude 
we owe him for the untold mercies and 

privileges we pcssess. Who can number 
his own individually? aud who can say he 
deserves the least of them? ‘“ The earth 
is the Lord’s, and the fallness therec f.” 
He it is who gives and bas power to take 
away. Rander, O reader! unto Csorar the 
things which are Cw :ar’s, but remember, 
what isfar more imp: r ‘ant, to render unto 
God, the things that are God’s: What we 
owe to man in this world, the law makes 
us pay; if we do not, at is summarily en- 
forced. speaks to us only in the stil] 
small voice of conscience: we can pay him 
or not as we please; bat there will come 
a day of reckoning. 

Bat the most beau'ifal of all self denial, 
and perhaps the most difficult to practice, 
is that which is, or ought to be. carried on 
in the sacred precincts of home. At home 
it is very probable that, if called upon, each 
would be found wii iliog to lay down his life 
for the other. But we are not required to 
perform heroic deeds: if we were, ar d they 
became common, probably that very fact 
would cause them to lose their i: fiaence, 
and we should give them up also. Life is 
made up of small things, and it i« pre- 
cisely in these that it is most difficult 
to be self-sacrificiog—every-day matiers 
which seem too trivial to meation ; arising 
with the hour and dying with it, to give 
place to something equally unremarkable. 
The constant giving way in trifies and 
trifling inclinations; sacrificing personal 
wants and whims to each other. Ouae 
wishes to go here, another there; one 
wishes to do this, another that ; two wish 
for some new bauble, or object of necessity 
—the purse will admit of the gratification 
of one only ; two are invited to some de- 
ligh'fal country place, or the attrac ions of 
a London season—the daties of home per- 
mit only one to be absent. The key to 
solve these difficalties, the —“s spirit able 
to meet them, is that of self-sacrifice. 
This will go far to form beauty of char- 
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acter; to render home that sbode of 
harmony which all homes should be— 
giving up one to the other. 

To those who have never tried it, culti- 
vated or practiced it, it will be a difficult 
matter at the outset. Nothing is so hard 
aa for a se! fish man to put down self. Self, 
self, self, has beeu so constantly the watch- 
word and key-note of his life, that it comes 
uppermost ia all cases; an object which 
pervades more or less every action ; a weed 
choking the good seed that, let us hope, 
is lurking in every heart, ready to take 
root and spring up. It is an evil to which 
men are far more prone than women. 
Taken in the aggregate, men are essen- 
tially and exceedingly selfish; women 
self-sacrificing, bearing in silence, jield- 
ing. Te the shame of men be it spoken. 
They, the stronger, should be ready to put 
forth all the greatness of character which 
by their very strergth is able to shine 
forth in them. They should be self: for- 
getfa), not only toward women, but to- 
ward each other, seeking each other's 
good, prc moting each other’s welfare. 

I would that each man reading these 
words should examine his own heart. If 
he sees lurking there the demon of selfish- 
ness, and so spoiled and petted are many of 
us from youth upwards that it often lurks 
there unknown and unsus until ac- 
cident or something else points it out to 
ts: if he finds lurking within him the 
hideous demon—one of the most hatefal 
sins of our fallen nature—let him strive 
his utmost to cast it out. A great strug- 
gle will ensue ; it may be a long one; but 
a8 nO man ever fought in vain who fights 
earnestly in the right way, so will he in 
the end gain the crown of victory. 

No selfish man or woman was ever yet 
completely happy. They may cheat them- 
selves into a belief that they are, fur 
thought and conscience are lost in the 
mad whirl and rush of life. But it is a 
mere delusive happiness, which disappears 
at the momené we thiok to clatch it; and 
like the wily ignis fatuus, leads us an end- 
less dance over log aad moor to escape us 
at last. Then, weary and spent, we lie 
down ; and perchance that most terrible 
experience, the remorse of a wasted and 
misapplied life, comes in and takes posses- 
sion of us forever. 

Tne spirit of self-sacrifice is one of the 

t beauties of holiness. Husband 
yielding to wife, wife to husband ; brother 
to brotuner, sister to sister; friend to friend ; 


‘in great things, but in small especially. 


First and foremost, see that the spirit is 
with you at home; then carry it abroad 
into the world. Ii is a spirit that will 
sweeten happiness and lighten trouble; 
and when the soul is ready to wing its 
flight to its eternal home, it will have the 
unspeakable consolation of kaowiog that 
it has not lived to itself; that it has left 
the world happier and better in some de- 
gree than it ftiuod it; that it has been 
tai:hfal to its earthly mission. So will it 
listen with unutterable bliss to the sen- 
tence, ‘“ Well done, thou good and tfaithfai 
ee enter thcu iato the joy of thy 
ord!” 





AMENITIES OF ARMY LIFE, 
{From the London Tex«graph.] 


RATERNIZING! Serb and Tork 

forgettiog their hatred and jcining 
hands! Sach was the sight which met me 
when next I reiurnedtotnecamp. It was 
scarcely light when I once more passed the 
Morava and came iato the Tarkish camp. 
The night had been bitterly cold ; rain had 
fallen ia torrenis for three or four hcurs, 
and penetrated the roofs of the oak-branch 
huts in which the Osmanli troops had 
rested, Rested! Waoat a burlesque on 
the word. To iie with your rifle ou your 
arm and your cartridge-box under your 
side ; wrapped all insufficiently in a thin 
canvas overcoat which let in the rain and 
let ous the heat ; huddied with eight others 
on the damp ground, beneath dripping 
branches and leaves; with your cloth ox 
woolen boots soaked, your iez and tassel 
soddened, and the chill wind whistling 
round you as though it would blow your 
miserable hut away and leave you even 
more exposed to the violence of the storm. 
Sach was the rest of the Turkish troops for 
four hours of that weary night. 

When daylight came and brought with 
it a ray of sunshine, aciually witnout fog, 
what need for wonder if the Turkisn 
troops arose and gladly hailed i: as an 
end of their woe? Perhaps their troubles 
had made them more amiable than usual, 
perbaps the conviction tnat the war was 
Viri\ually over came upon them—who can 
tell? Une thing alone is certain, that 
they looked toward the Servian outposts 





without anathematizing the Muscov, and, 

when presently scms blue caps appeared 

on the other side cf the river, went down 

to meet them without grasping their rifies | 
and looking ifthe barrels had a cartridge | 
in them. Thetroth was that last night | 
began the fast of Rimazan, and from sua- 

rise to sunset no good son of the Prophet 

eats, drinks, or emokes, and in an bour 

the sun would be up, so they must quick if 

they would eat and be merry. True that 

Mobs mmed provided that the soldier need 

not fast; yet what conscientious Moslem 

would fail to make use of this season of 

repentance? Not any one among the out- 

posts certainly : they were far too exact in 

their creed for that. 

Down they went to the riverside to look 
at the unarmed Serbs on the other bank, 
one of whom held out a white hand- 
kerchief, and held in his hand some little 
loaves of bread, “ Haveyouany tobacco?” 
shouted the rebel. And the reply was 
“Yes.” “Then letuschange,” said the S_ rb, 
as, wading halfway across the flood, he 
threw the loaves on to the shore. Away 
ran a Turk, and came back with two or 
three packets of the weed which his 
enemies coveted, ran into the river, and 
threw them across; and then one Serb 
asked for a light, while another produced 
a little piece of cheese, and very soon 
pancew! and _— were seated — = 
opposite banks, one party smoking an 
the other party eating, all equally pleased 
with the exchange which had been made. 
“The Giaours are not very bad mep,” said 
a M)slem as he filled his mouth with such 
bread as he, biscuit-fed for long enough, had 
not tasted for weeks. At last the feast had 
an end; the rays of the sun were stretching 
across ihe sky; each Mussulman placed 
the bread he had left in his walletor bosom, 
and rising, saluted the Serbs on the other 
side, then both parties quitted the river 
and the fraternizing was over. It was a 
stern commentary on the conduct of those 
who had made this horrible war,—this 
friendly meeting of the Turk and the 
Serb. 





PERIODICALS, 


THREE MONTHS FREE. 


Now—Subscribe—Now 








THE WATCHMAN, 
Religious Paper 


NEW ENGLAND. 
EIGHT PAGES 
FULL OF GOOD THINGS. 


To New Subscribers, we will send the paper from the time 
the money 18 received, tid January 1, 1878, for $3.00, 


SAMPLE COPIES, FREE; SEND FOR OKE. 
TERMS: $3.00 per year, postage free. 
Address, 
THE WATCHMAN, 


Boston, Mass. 
Office in Tremont Temple. | T. L. Rogers, Manager. 





' NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


LIBRARIANS. 


Use “ Hubbell’s Library Record Book.” The re- 
cord of any +chool under 70uvor 60° classes) on one 
page ; each scholar separate and each clas on ove 
line. The most complete and simple record book 
ever published. It saves he libraman haif the ia- 
bor of other systems, prevents mistakes aud affords 
a quick reterence. Only been published two 
montns and the demand constanuy incieassing. 
send fora sample copy. Price, postpaid, $1.00. 


CHARLES L. HUBBELL, 
P. O. 413. New Haven, Conn. 








SELECT NOTES ON THE 


INTERNATIONAL TOP/CS 
- FOR 13877. 
By Rev. F. N. Peloubet. Now ready. 


THE INTERNATIONAL QUESTION BOOK 


(3 grades) for 1877, by Rev. F. N. Peloubet, now 
ready. Samples mailed on receipt of price. Fifteen 
cents each 


NOTE.—100,000 of the Standard Series Questions 
solid, 


Maybee’s Stepping Stones to Heaven, 
Built of the Golden Texts, by Archie Fell, 62 chap- 
ters, 348 pages, iLustrated. Price $1.25. A Story of 
REAL LIFE, 
to illustrate the golden thought of the text for 1877. 
Mailed on receipt of price. 
MEARY HOYT, 


SEW PUBLICATICNS, 





The Fruit Recorder and Cottage Gardener 


will pe sent sRex3 months 


Wedo not 
ask any one to subscribe for our pa- 
per until they know what they are 
toget. Itspeaks for itself. rice 
Ronly $l per year urdy’s Small 
Fruit Instructor is a work of 64 pp. 
that tells in simple language just how to grow fruits 
inabundance for home use or market. Price, 25 centg 
postpaid. ML. PUBDY, Rochester, N. ¥. 





KIND READEH, if you are in any way in- 
terested in 


BEES or ROnNneynyY, 


we will with pleasure send you asample copy ofour 
GLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE. 


I love my work in the Sabbath-tchool as well as 
with the honey bees ; and I trust you will find our 
monthly a friend of both. Tell us plainly, on a 
postal, where to send it. 

A. i. ROOT, Medina, O. 


“UNION IN CHRIST.” 


The UNION MISSION- 


AY SUCIETY of New York 

v H R E E City, lately incorporated, fur- 
nishes Evangelists to hold Union 

MONT HS @ Revival Meetings, as the Lord 
opens fields and supplies means. 

They _— sh an exceilent 

FREE. Union, Uncen: winational, [- 
lustrated Mor .uly, called UNION 


IN CHRIST, cdited by able cler- 
gymen of different denominations. Terms: 50 
cents a year, only 30 cents to ministers or any one 
who wil solicit subscriptions. Sent om trial 
three mou:ihs free with best terms to 
Agents Address the Secretary, Rev. H. A. 
KING, P. ©. Box, 2239, 70 Bible House, New 


“GOSPEL THEMES, 


NOW READY. 


A Volume of Sermons 
= 
REV. CHARLES G. FINNEY, 
THE GREAT REVIVALIST. 
The volume contains twenty-four sermons 


see 
lected from his best. as delivered in the First 
Church, at Oberlin. The book is edited by 


REV. HENRY COWLES, D.D.,, 


snd contains 424 pages, 12mo, and will be solid at 
the low prics of $1.50, 

It will be sold by the trade generally, or sent post 
paic, on r-ceipt of the price, by the p.blisher, 


E, J. GOODRICH, 
Oberlin, Ohio. 


A YEAR WITH ST. PAUL. 


By REV. CHAS. E. KNOX, 
Author of Davip THE KINe, 


From Rey. William M. Paxton, D.D., pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of New York: 

“T take great pleasure in expressing my ve 
a7 estimate of the work, A Year with St. Paul. 
I have had occasion to examine it with care as 
compared with other works upon the same subject, 
and it has given me pleasure to see the skill with 
which he has condensed, within a short compass, 
ali the important results of recent scholarship upon 
this interest ng subject. The work is so perspicu- 
ously arranged and so pleasantly written, as to 
make it interesting to the general reader, whilst its 
vaiue as & text-book is secured. I cannot _——_ 

bl 











a pleasanter occupation than to teach a Bi 
upou the plan of this work.” 

The subjects run parallel with the New Testa- 
ment subjects of the International series for 1876 
and for 1577. 

A. D. F. RANDOLPH & ©@O., Publishers. 


ALL CLERGYMEN. 
Sunday School § TEACHES aa” 
y | sCHO.u ABS, 
SHOULD HAVE 


Sermons on the International Lessons 


FOR 1877. 
BY THE MuvuNDAY CLUB, 

The book is not acommentary ; nor i+ ita collec- 
tion of religious essays. Minute verbal criticism 
and abstract discussions bave been avoided. The 
aim of the writrs bas been to grasn the central 
thc ught of each lesson, end to untold and impress 
this with freshness and vigor, and in its practical 
relations. The volume for the current year had the 
unqualified commendation of the Evangelical press 
of the country; 

ag400 large pages. $1.50. cy 

Ready October 23. At all bookstores, or sent by 
mail on receipt of price. 

LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO., 
Publisbers, Boston, Mass. 


THE 


Teachers Commentary. 
ABBOTT.on ACTS. 


NEW. ADMIRABLY ADAPTED. 
BEAUTIFULLY ILLUS1I RATED. 


Price, (post-paid) $1.75. A disxounton quantities, 
The Lessons in Acts continue through 1877, 


Rev. HOWARD CROSBY, D. D., writes: 

“TI believe Mr. Abbott is destined to be the Com- 
mentat.r for thoughtful Bible readers. Ellicott 
and A.vord are too Costly and too learned; Barnes, 
Jacobus and Owen too flat and thin; Lange is a 
huge wilderness, but Abbott is simple, attractive, 
correct and judicious in the use of learning.” 


SONGS OF DELIGHT, 


A new Sunday Shool Buok. Words and Music 
fresh and attractive. 35 cents. $30 per hundred, 











9 Cornhill, boston, Mass, 


A. 8. BARNES & O0., Publishers, 
Il & 113 WILLIAM ST., New York. 


PERIODICALS. 





' . 

Potter’s American Monthly. 

ILLUSTRATED ; Best Family Magazine 

9 in the Couutrv, at $3 for 1877, 5 copies 

one year for $13; 10 copies for $25; 40 

Subscribers copies for $50, and a copy o/ Polt.r's 

for Bible Encyclopedia, quarto, 3.000 |i\us- 

trations. piice, $25, given to the per- 

1877 son sending toisclub Frr sale at all 

® News etands, at 25 cents a nnmber, 

Special Terms to Agents. J. E. Potter & Co., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER, 


OHAS. B. HOLWES, Pub., 

608 North Fourth Street, ST. LOUIS. 
Price $1.20 | Per Annum. 

A Practical Help im Every Department of 
SABBATH SUHOOL WORK. 
Samples sent free. Address the Publisher. 





THE 


New York Observer, 


THE OLDEST 


Religious & Secular Family Newspaper. 


ESTABLISHED IN 1828. 


With the experience of fifty-four years, and with 
the prestige of a vniform and successful history, 


THE OBSERVER 


Issues its Prospectus for the 
FIFTY-FIFTH YEAR 


with the ple that the future shall be as the past, 
and ded pens Pay To the thousands of our read- 
ers we need not say whet the characcer of the (b- 
server is. To those who do noi know it, we would 
say that as it always has been, soit will be in the fu- 
ture, distinctively 


EVANGELICAL 


as opp to the rationalism and liberalism, and 
the latitudinarian teachings of many ov.her relig- 
ious papers. 

It will defend. as it alwa 


has, with uncompro- 
mising vigor, the sound, o 


odox and conservative 
truths of the gospel. as the only safeguard of so- 
ciety and hope of the world. 

It will admit nothing into its coluthns that may 
reasonably offend Christians of any denomination 
having eqaal freedom of access to the famiiies o 
all Christian communions. 

Established in the inter: sts of Evangelical Christi- 
ani'y, the organ of no sect or party iu the church, 
and free from all denominational centroi, it is 
thoroughly devoted to the pr. motion of good teel- 


ne jing, Christian co-operation, and fraternal rela- 


tions between ail churches and all sections. 

It embraces all Departments,—Religion, Art, &ci- 
ence, Literatnre, News,Agriculture, Finance,Travels, 
Narratives, E.tertaining heading for the Young, 
Notes and Queries, Poetry, etc., making the 


BEST FAMILY NEWSPAPER, 


Suitable to be laid on the parlor table, and proper 
to be read at all times by eery member of the fam- 
ily : having no line that can injure. 

We do not run a benevolent institution, and we 
do not ask for the support of charity. We propose 
to make the 


BEST NEWSPAPER 


THAT IS PUBLISHED, 


We propose to sell it as cheaply as it can be afforded. 
Let those who want , sound, sensible, trothful 
reading, subscribe for it, and kt them induce 
others to do the same. We send no Premiums, no 
Pictures, no Chromos, We will send you the 


NEW YORK OBSERVER 


One Year, Postpaid, for $3.15, 
And we will allow you to retain one dollar as com- 
mission for every NEW subscriber that you will send 


us with the money. Do all the good you can. Sam- 
ple copies free. 


Ss. I. PRIME & CO., 
37 Park Row, New York. 








AS —The choicest in the world—Importers’ 
* pe ry Sameeny in America— 
aple article—Pleases every y—Trade continu- 
ally increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—Best 
inducements—Don 't waste time—Send for circular 
to ROB’T WELLS, 48 Vesey 8. N.Y. P.O. Box 1287. 


THOMAS DEPUY, 


CARPET DEALER, 


37 South Second Street, 
Above Chestnut, East side, PHILADELPHIA, 





LOWEST CASH PRICES. 





MN. B,—J. Stewart Depuy, is noi at 258 8. Second, 
but ts with Thomas Depuy. 
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[November 11, 1876, 








FURS, 





BARGAINS! BARGAINS! 


FURS 


ESTABLISHED 18286. 
The Old Established Firm of 


James Reisky's.Sons, 


136 N. 8TH ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA.; 


Offer the finest Furs of all Ak in ‘pets, or in 
—— pieces if requires. & ost reasonable 

that can be had in Philadelphia, The finer 
Fars being a speciality, such as 


SEAL-SKIN CAPES AND SACKS. 


Satisfaction guaranteed to ev aser. You 
will fiud it desirable to call pov fam examine before 
buying elsewhere. 





ee GOODS AT JAPANESE 
_ HEADQUARTERS, 


AN, 75 oe than OCenten 
8 prices. Yall and be By 342 Chestnut. , 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 

Ga the best Rotary Hangings, for ‘Churches, 

Schools, Farms, Factories, C Curereneet, Fire 

Alarms, Tower Clocks, ete. Pully Warranted. 

Tllustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vanduzen & Tift, 10? & 104 BE. Beoond 8t.,Ote. 


STEREOPTICON ENTGRTAINMENTS 


with the best Diasolving View Apparatus, Oxy-Hy- 
a Light, ete. Sunerb views Cr noted “yin 
in terion, eo France, Germany. the Al 
Italy. ‘and, etc. Aijso, an en 
evening oO ntensial saponin views. Full and 
reliable descriptions given. Highest testimonials, 
Terms modera’ 1.1 WILSON, 763 Broadway, N. Y 


Each Mouse 














CATCHEMALIVE ou 





MOUSE TRAP trap. Sam 
~ rail, postpaid, 
RB. E. _ DIETE, 
e ' Fultan Ctenet ny 
100 DECALCOMANIE PICTURES, 
GE traneierred to any colored and Qeentifal 5 ; easily 
60 cts. asked Fiovares teen choles 


les of ae or 10 cts, cof Steel maaven 
grote. Pe Pa pon Nin on &e. 


rs, Perforated Mottoes, G 
oAN” Ly ch MATERIAL.—Box of Material a1 and 
= for —_ several fine vines of Ivy Leaves, 50 cts, 82 
with eve oe Al 


PATENTS SHEEHE" 


procured with promptness and on reasonable terms. 
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM & <0., 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
110 Fourts Sr., below Chestnut. 
ae ne cael bor beak of Tat Instruction.-6s 


SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK: 


WILLIAM F. SHERWIN 
May be engaged on reasonable terms for 


CONVENTIONS, INSTITUTES, 
BIBLE REALINGS, AND GENERAL S. S. WORK, 


Ores MUSICAL CONDUCTOR only. 


Refers by permission to Rev. J. H. Vin 
SY oy 
esidence rchard Street, Newark, 
York Office, 76 East Ninth street. = 


CORWIN’S ZEPHYR “ INDIA RUBBER GARMENTS.” 


This new article is free from any 
disagreeable odor, handsome as alk 
5 ounces lighter than any othe: 
makes, They supersede all others. 
wilt never st.ck or peel off. _— 
bered on both sides to preserve the 
Clotn, No person should be without 
such a water rev; be sure the name 
is on the ban Sond tor Circular, 

CoRWIN'S ‘ ZsPHYR” RUBBER TRAY- 
ELING AND ®TORM Hart, the very best 
ev: r introduced for lighwness, dura- 
any and keeping in shape, weighs 
1% ounces. Price Trade, discount. Manu 
factured by JOUR M, CORWIN, 57 LaFayette Ave 
nue, Brooklyn, N Y. 


READ THESE FACTS, 


CARRY THE NEWS! 


$100 REWARD. 














ss 
HURD'’S ~ MAGICAL’ MIXTURE” 
FOR WASHING CLOTHES, 


Is the only preparation in the world for that pur- 
pose whih does not contain concentrated lye, 
chioride of lime, or some similar material which 
rots the clothes. 

The above rewarfi will be paid to any person who 
can show any clothes injured by u ing the mixture. 

One bottle of Hurd’s Magica! Mixture will suffice 
for three ordinary washings. 

For sale by all grocers. 

By using Hurd’s “ Magical Mixture’ 
boiler fuil of the dirtiest clothes will be ee 
cleaned iu ten micutes Try rr. 


A. H. BRYANT, Agent, 
20 N. 9th 8t., Philadelphia, 








HOW NOT 10 CONT! 


THE WAY NOT to have a good Superintendent 
IS NOT TO TAKE 


The National Sunday School Teacher |= 


For it contains just the hints and helps that are needed to make 
a good Superintendent. 


THE WAY NOT to have good Teachers 
IS NOT TO TAKE 


The National Sunday School Teacher 


For it contains the best lesson helps published. Its notes on the lessons 
are the most thorough, helpful and inspiring. It is hardly possible to 
study them without getting “full to running over’’ with the lesson. 


THE WAY NOT to havea good Teachers’ Meeting 
IS NOT TO TAKE 


The National Sunday School Teacher 


For it furnishes such ample and suggestive thonght for such gatherings 
that the teachers would have so much te think of and talk about that 
they could not pass a dry and unprofitable time together. 


THE WAY NOT to have interested Scholars 
IS NOT TO TAKE 


The National Sunday School Teacher 


For its lesson papers are admirably adapted to induce the pupils 
to learn the lessons. They are provocative of study. 


THE WAY NOT to have a good School 
IS NOT TO TAKE 


The National Sunday School Teacher 


For it tends to stimulate and help every-part of the school. 
ually suggesting new and better ways of doing. It gathers up the most 
interesting facts from the wide Sunday- school field. It furnishes the 
current pithy, witty and wise comments of recognized authorities on 
Sunday-school themes. It publishes articles on topics cognate to the 
lessons from the pens of the most distinguished Biblicisis in ‘the country. 
It is invaluable both to superintendents and teachers. 


Among its list of contributors are: 
REV. LYMAN ABBOTT. 
CHANCELLOR HOWARD CROSBY, D.D. 
REV. W. W. PATTON, D. D. 
PROF. E, C. ro ge D. D. 


PROF. . BARTLETT, D. D. 
REV. WASHINGTON GLADDEN, D. D. 
REV. EDWARD EGGLESTON, D. D. 
REV. J. M. GREGORY, D. D. 
REV. J. P. GULLIVER, D. D. 
PROF. E. C. HEWITT. 











It is contin- 


REV. CHAS. F. DEEMS, D. D. 
PRES. GEORGE F. MAGOUN, D. D. 
REV. JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT. 
REV. WM. ALVIN BARTLET. 
PROF, W. S. B. MATTHEWS. 
REV. WM. M. TAYLOR, D. D. REV. C. D. HELMER. 
PROF. EDWARD OLNEY, LL. D. 
PROF. JAMES T. HYDE, D. D. 
REV. W. H. DANIELS. 
REV. LYMAN WHITING, D. D. 
REV. E. L. HURD, D. D. 
JENNIE F. WILLING. PROF. E. H. MERRELL., 
EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 
MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 
REV. SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 
REV. WM. M. THAYER, 
° * REV. J. K. McLEAN. 


M. C. HAZARD, 


Who is too well known to the Sunday School workers of both hemis- 
heres to need any introduction. Under his management the TEACHER 
i. become an unsurpassed, Frrst-Ciass Prrropical. 
Do Not send for a FREE SAMPLE Copy, for you will 
want it if you once become acquainted with it. 


The National Sunday School eapnll 


Is Undenominational—Evangelical, whose motto is “ Not for that we 
have dominion over your . faith, but are helpers of your joy.’ 


TERMS, $1.50 PER ANNUM. 


Clubs of five or more, furnished with six lesson papers gratis, for each copy 
taken. Subscriptions may begin any time. 


Sample Copy sent Free on application to 
ADAMS, BLACKEMER, & LYON, Pub. Co., Chicago, 


It is Edited by 





STOVE POLISH. 





“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORT D.” 


RisingSly 





STOVE POLISH) 


CONFECTION ERY. 


Stephen F. Whitman 
& Son, 


CHOCOLATE 


AND 


CONFECTIONS, 


The Finest manufactured in AMERICA. 


FOR FAMILY USE AND FOR PRESENTS, 


8.W. Cor. 12th and Market Sts., 
‘ PHILADELPHIA. 





Branch man ACHINERY 
position Grounds, RM ERICAN DEPARTME? 


/ DL. PAGE'S / 


No Color or 
other objec- 
tionable 
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Boss Printing Press, 


The neatest press made; adjustable gauge with 
ink table and roller. Warranted to give perfect 
satisfaction ; sent to any address on receipt of $1 50. 
Send 10 cents for our handsome illustrated cata- 
logue of Revolvers, Boxing Gloves, Skates, and 
Sporting — Address 

ALLIAMS & CROCKETTI 
91 Duane Street, N. ¥. 


B. T. BABBITT’S BABY SOAP, 












Only the a 








in bathing children, wil! prevent eruptions, K« 
soft and smooth, contribute to health, and pr ev 
Does away with all powde ors, chalk or other em 


tain preventive of chafing itching, &c.,in babics, 
of half the cryin and crossness of babyhood. 
times its cost to every mother and family in C! 


packed in boxes of 12 cakes of 6 ozs. each, ond o nt 
any address on receipt of $2.50. $2~For Sale by all! Dre i 
Address B. T. Babbitt, New Yors Com 





ACENTS WANTED. 


Goodyear’s Pocket Gymnasium. 


ENDORSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS. 

The Most Complete System 
OF PHYSICAL EXFRCISE 
Ever Devised for Home 
Practice. 

100,000 in use by men, 
women and children 

Used standing, sitting or 
reclining. 

Hundreds of graceful 
Movements 

For bome, office, schools, 
hospitals 


Price List. No.1, for Chil- 





dreu 4to 6 years $1.00 No 

2. f Children 6 to 8. $1.10. 

No. 3, for Children 8 to 19 $1.20. No. 4, for Children 10 to 14, 
$1.30. No 5, for Ladies and Children 14 years and upwards, 
$1.40. No. 6, far Gentle en of moderate strength, $1.50. 
No. 7, ed by Ladies, Children or Gents, $2.00. No. 8 
for Gentle men of extra strength, $2.50. Full set, family 
. Leach, (1 to 6 Two 7’s and Two 8’s, $16.00 Nos.7 and8 

are fitted with a screw-eye and hook to attach to the wall or 
floor. A pair of No. 7, ($4.00, ae a $5.00), nr sake c »m plete 
Gymnasium and He: alth Lift. Sent post- aston om receipt of 
price. Exe lusive Agencies granted in unc npied ter rritory. 
Exclusive rights to sell the Pocket Gymnasium afford 
the largest possibl ie returns for small investments... Its sales 
are nearly universal wherever itis placed betore the pub- 


lic and its merits fully understood. 
For [llustrated descriptive circulars, terms, &c., address, 
Goodyear Rubber Curler Co., 
* 0, Box 5,156. 697 Broadway, New York. 
RUBBER GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. -¥ 
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